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AUGUST 14, 2024 

CALL TO ORDER 
President Allen Grussing called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the village office located at the 
Bellflower Community Center, 104 W Center Street, Bellflower. 

The Meeting Notice and Agenda (copy attached) was posted on the Bellflower Community Center 
exterior bulletin board on August 12, 2024, at 1:45 p.m. 

BOARD ATTENDANCE 
Present: President Allen Grussing; Trustees Skee Aldrich, Teresa Drinkwater, Steve Weiss, and 

Shane Zimmerman 
Absent: Trustee Bart Lytel 

 Five of six board members were present, which formed a quorum. 
VILLAGE OFFICIALS PRESENT – Clerk Herb Youngblood 
PUBLIC ATTENDANCE – None 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
None. 

CONSENT AGENDA 
a. Approve minutes of the regular meeting held on July 10, 2024.
b. Approve expenditures during the period of July 11, 2024 through August 14, 2024.
MOTION by Trustee Aldrich to approve the foregoing consent agenda items.  Seconded by Trustee
Weiss.  Voice vote:  4 yes; -0- no.  Motion passed.

POLICE ACTIVITIES 
July 2024 – 20 citations; 4 rock trucks pulled over 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
a. Community Center

1) Install video surveillance signs – in progress.
2) Replace central hall skylight – COMPLETE.
3) Replace kitchen range hood exhaust fan – equipment in, waiting on cooler weather.

Warranty is 3 years motor, 1 year bearings/shaft.
b. Don Harden Field

1) Repairs to concession stand and restroom doors – notified Popejoy of approval.
2) Remove outfield fence – COMPLETE.

c. Equipment – repairs to Allis-Chalmers tractor and pull-behind mower are in progress.
d. Sidewalk replacements – Community Center and Christian Church are COMPLETE.
e. Water system

1) GIS mapping – 23 locations still to be mapped.
2) Hydrant flushing position – Eston Ellis would like to be replaced.  Suggestion to contact

Chuck Trotter.
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3) Stress test emergency well #3 – President Grussing and Trustee Zimmerman met with
Mitch Yeadon.  Mitch hopes to have some IEPA answers within 2 weeks, then another
meeting will be scheduled.

NEW BUSINESS 
a. Action

1) MOTION by Trustee Aldrich to approve Ordinance 2024-06 “An Ordinance Amending the
FY24-25 Salary Schedule and the Related Paid Leave Policy” (copy attached).  Seconded by
Trustee Weiss.  Roll call vote:  Yes-Trustees Aldrich, Drinkwater, Weiss, and Zimmerman.
No-None.  Absent-Trustee Lytel.  Vote summary:  Yes (4), No (-0-), Absent (1).  Motion
passed.

2) MOTION by Trustee Zimmerman to approve the following Community Center maintenance
estimates:

a) DH Pace estimate to replace the cafeteria exterior entrance doors with a single
36-inch door and sidelights for $10,995 (copy attached).  [NOTE:  Approval updated
at the September 11, 2024 meeting for a 42-inch door and sidelights up to $12,000.]

b) McCormick Service estimate to replace the gym kitchen pop cooler with a Norlake
commercial refrigerator for $1,500 (copy attached).

c) Bob Althouse’s verbal estimate to install a security light on the east side of the gym
for approximately $800.

d) DH Pace estimate to replace the overhead door on the mower shed for $2,101.
Seconded by Trustee Drinkwater.  Voice vote:  4 yes, -0- no.  Motion passed. 

3) MOTION by Trustee Zimmerman to approve the DH Pace estimate to replace spring and
related parts on 2 overhead doors at the village garage for $1,480 (copy attached).
Seconded by Trustee Aldrich.  Voice vote:  4 yes, -0- no.  Motion passed.

4) MOTION by Trustee Weiss to purchase a Craftsman leaf blower from Gibson City Ace
Hardware for $149.99 (copy attached).  Seconded by Trustee Aldrich.  Voice vote:  4 yes, -0-
no.  Motion passed.

5) MOTION by Trustee Drinkwater to declare as surplus property the old broken push mower
stored in the Community Center mower shed and donate to the Lions Club metal recycling
effort.  Seconded by Trustee Weiss.  Voice vote:  4 yes, -0- no.  Motion passed.

6) MOTION by Trustee Zimmerman to approve the Schoonover Sewer Service estimate to
hydro-jet stormwater drains in the village, excluding the drains on State Street (McLean
County Route 5) (copy attached).  Seconded by Trustee Aldrich.  Voice vote:  4 yes, -0- no.
Motion passed.

7) MOTION by Trustee Weiss to install replacement water shutoff valves at 501 N State St
(Carl Brown) and 604 E Kleinbeck St (James Fischer).  Seconded by Trustee Zimmerman.
Voice vote:  4 yes, -0- no.  Motion passed.

8) Surplus Property Sale of 201 W South St – no offers to purchase received.

BOARD REPORTS 
President Grussing 

• Community Center – one picnic table was moved from Don Harden Field to the playground
on the west side of the gym.

• Don Harden Field – Chris Zimmerman submitted a proposal to Blue Ridge school about
using our baseball field.  When any future meetings are scheduled, Trustee Drinkwater will
also be present.

• Grounds – dead tree at Don Harden Field removed.
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• Parks – need to contact the ISU Office of Sustainability to see if they would participate in 
landscaping the N Latcha St park. 

• Streets 
o Steven Sprau will estimate tree trimming needed before winter. 
o Township Highway Commissioner Marion Shelton installed gravel to fill in the holes 

located in the alley at Adam Hobbs. 
o Street signs to be ordered.  Mayor Mike James, Village of Downs, indicates he has 

personnel that we could pay to install the signs. 
• Water – Surface Water Protection Plan submitted to IEPA. 
• Attended a state Americans with Disabilities Act meeting in Bloomington.  Things we need: 

o Assign an ADA coordinator and develop ADA grievance procedures. 
o Create an ordinance for sidewalk maintenance which also addresses ADA issues. 
o Ensure all public buildings are in ADA compliance. 

• Paperwork to obtain the State Senator Sally Turner grant has been submitted. 
• Property maintenance violation letters need to be issued. 
• Planning to attend the McLean County board meeting tomorrow (8/15) and oppose an effort 

to tax all county residents for the construction of a monument to honor civil war veterans 
which would be in Bloomington’s Franklin Park.  Funds for this should come solely from 
donations and/or City of Bloomington contributions, not from all county taxpayers. 

 
Trustee Drinkwater 

• July 4th celebration incurred an approximate $1,600 loss. 
• Would like to schedule a community movie night after school starts. 

 
Trustee Zimmerman – the dirt around the fire hydrant installed at W South St/State Highway 54 
needs to be smoothed out and seeded.  President Grussing mentioned the ground behind the 
Community Center rear backstop at S Vine/Hinshaw, previously dug up to fix broken tile, also 
needs to be smoothed out and seeded.  Cody Shelton will be contacted. 
 
Trustee Weiss – does the Don Harden Field scoreboard work?  It has, but probably needs repair. 
 
ADJOURN 
President Grussing adjourned the meeting at 9:15 p.m. 
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