
VILLAGE OF BELLFLOWER, ILLINOIS 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

MINUTES 

2022-01-09 Minutes – Approved on February 13, 2022 Page 1 of 2 

JANUARY 9, 2022 

CALL TO ORDER 
President Allen Grussing called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Bellflower Community Center 
Cafeteria, 104 West Center Street, Bellflower. 

The Meeting Notice and Agenda (copy attached) was posted on the Bellflower Community Center 
Exterior Bulletin Board on January 7, 2022, at 1:15 p.m. 

BOARD ATTENDANCE 
Present: President Allen Grussing; Trustees Skee Aldrich, Teresa Drinkwater, Andrew Ellis, and 

Steve Weiss 
Absent: Trustees Bart Lytel and Shane Zimmerman 

 Five of seven board members were present, which formed a quorum. 
VILLAGE OFFICIALS PRESENT – Clerk Herb Youngblood 
PUBLIC ATTENDANCE – None 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
None. 

CONSENT AGENDA 
• Approve minutes of the regular meeting held on December 12, 2021
• Approve expenditures during the period December 13, 2021, through January 9, 2022
MOTION by Trustee Drinkwater to approve the foregoing consent agenda items.  Seconded by Trustee
Weiss.  Vote 4 yes, -0- no.  Motion passed.

POLICE ACTIVITIES 
None. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
a. Project Status Report:

• Property Maintenance
1) 201 W. South St. (Cler) – President Grussing reported the court status hearing scheduled

for January 6 was rescheduled to February 14 as Mr. Cler did not respond to any
communication from the Village attorney.  In filing the new date with the court, our
attorney amended the action to include property abandonment, since Mr. Cler has not
responded to any communication in months.

2) 205 N. Latcha St. (White/Brown) – Trustee Ellis reported that parts of the north and south
walls have collapsed due to recent severe weather; action needs to be taken sooner rather
than later.  President Grussing will discuss with the Village attorney.

• Pagel Construction Projects – still no response from Pagel regarding approved projects.  President
Grussing briefly spoke with Jerry Hawn of Farmer City about securing new project estimates.

• Community Center Faucets – Enger Brothers supplied estimates to repair/replace the faucets in
the main hallway restrooms and at the cafeteria kitchen sink (copy attached).  MOTION by
Trustee Weiss to accept the Enger Brothers estimate of 1) $1,500 to repair the hallway restroom
faucets, and 2) $1,350 to replace the kitchen sink hoses with an actual faucet.  Seconded by
Trustee Ellis.  Vote 4 yes, -0- no.  Motion passed.
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• Village Park on N Latcha St – President Grussing told Frank Tharp and Darwin Richmond to
continue haying activity until further notice.  He also received and will review information from
Franci Miller about a grant available to create park space.

b. Sidewalk at 108 N Vine St – President Grussing reported the property owner replaced the sidewalk.
Water has been turned on to the property.  COMPLETE.

c. Ford Red Snowplow chains have been received.  COMPLETE.
d. Water Payment Box – ordered.

NEW BUSINESS 
a. Tree Trimming – MOTION by Trustee Aldrich to accept a $425 estimate from Steven Sprau for tree

trimming at various locations throughout the Village (copy attached).  Seconded by Trustee
Drinkwater.  Vote 4 yes, -0- no.  Motion passed.

b. Tree Removal – Steven Sprau supplied a $780 estimate to remove the pine tree found on the north
side of the old Methodist parsonage, but the estimate did not include stump grinding.  President
Grussing will ask Mr. Sprau for an estimate of the added cost for stump grinding and will also obtain
a separate estimate from Glad’s.

BOARD REPORTS 
President Grussing –  

• Snowplow status – Trustee Ellis said trucks are ready.  One battery replaced.  Plow blade will be
installed on the Ford F-250.

• Chris Brock (105 N Vine St) – Has not supplied a correct mailing address for water bills,
resulting in returned bills.  Janice Harden has been manually delivering water bills, which will no
longer occur.  Will let Mr. Brock know that until he supplies a correct mailing address, we will no
longer mail bills.  As a result, if he does not pay his water charges, his water will be turned off.

Trustee Drinkwater – asked President Grussing to notify the McLean County Emergency Telephone 
System technician that the post office still does not recognize their mailing address as 510 S State St, 
resulting from reassignment as part of the Next Generation 9-1-1 address change.  The county was to 
notify the post office. 

Trustee Ellis – 
• In anticipation of future wind farm payments, should plan for replacement of the village garage.
• One short-term fix to the village garage would be to remove the rock and dirt inside the garage

and replace with layers of new large and small rock, and pack with millings available free from
the county.

• Consider replacing the Ford F250 truck with a new truck, given the current high trade-in value for
used vehicles.

• Consider adding a skid-steer loader to the village vehicle inventory.

ADJOURN 
President Grussing adjourned the meeting at 7:17 p.m. until the next regular meeting on Sunday, February 13, 
2022, at 6:00 p.m. in the cafeteria. 



VILLAGE OF BELLFLOWER, ILLINOIS 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

MEETING NOTICE AND AGENDA 

FOR 

JANUARY 9, 2022 

The next regular meeting of the Village of Bellflower Board of Trustees will be held Sunday, January 9, 
2022, at 6:00 p.m. in the Bellflower Community Center Cafeteria, 104 West Center Street, Bellflower. 

In accordance with Executive Order 2021-20, all meeting attendees are required to cover their nose and 
mouth with a mask or cloth face covering to minimize the spread of COVID-19. 

CALL TO ORDER 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

CONSENT AGENDA 

• Approve minutes of the regular meeting held on December 12, 2021
• Approve expenditures during the period December 13, 2021 through January 9, 2022

POLICE ACTIVITIES 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

a. Project Status Report

• Property maintenance
1) Cler (201 W South St)
2) White/Brown (205 N Latcha St)

• Pagel Construction projects

• Village Park on N Latcha St
b. Sidewalk at 108 N Vine St
c. Ford Red Snowplow chains
d. Water payment box

NEW BUSINESS 

a. Tree Trimming

BOARD REPORTS 

ADJOURN - next regular meeting Sunday, February 13, 2022 

Posted - Bellflower Community Center Exterior Bulletin Board on 1/7/2022 at 1 :15 p.m. 
2022-01-09 Meeting Notice and Agenda 



VILLAGE OF BELLFLOWER, ILLINOIS 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

FINANCIAL REPORT ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

FOR 

JANUARY 9, 2022 

I acknowledge that I have reviewed the following financial reports: 

• Account Reconciliations (Heartland Bank and IL Funds) as of 12/31/2021
• Invoices paid 12/2021
• Invoices paid 1/1-9/2022
• QuickBooks Account Register (Heartland Bank and IL Funds) as of 12/31/2021
• QuickBooks Expenditures 12/13/2021 - 1/9/2022
• QuickBooks Fund Reports as of 1/9/2022

,,SKEE ALDRICH, TRUSTEE 

ELIS,TRUSTEE 

BART L YTEL, TRUSTEE 

��.;, 
STEVE WEISS, TRUSTEE 

SHANE ZIMMERMAN, TRUSTEE 
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ACTIVE PROJECTS 
DESCRIPTION ASSIGNED STATUS OF ACTIVE PROJECTS 

Administration | Code – create a 
digital version 

Youngblood • 1/12/20 added
• 2/28/20 created “base” 1975 book
• 9/13/20 searched back through 5/1/1999 minutes looking for ordinance

updates; unable to find any more; ordinances missing from various years;
code book needs complete revision; need a platform to publish so owners
and residents can access

Administration | Code – pursue 
property maintenance code 
violations 

Grussing • 2/11/20 violation notices sent
• Rt 54 (Bidner) – 9/12/21 new violation letter needed
• 709 E Kleinbeck St (Cash) – 9/12/21 new violation letter needed
• 201 W South (Cler; formerly Thomas) – 11/14/21 Cler wants to donate 

parcel to the village; 12/12/21 board will accept if village attorney can 
secure deed, or village will seek abandonment; judicial status hearing 
scheduled for 2/14/22

• 205 N Latcha St (White/Brown) – 7/11/21 need construction plans and 
engineer structural report; 10/10/21 building permit will only be issued 
after plans approved and McLean County approves septic; Brown wants 
to install fiber optic but needs village agreement; 12/12/21 can village 
attorney pursue against Brown and not White; 1/9/22 part of north and 
south walls have collapsed

• 606 E Kleinbeck St (Fischer) – 9/12/21 new violation letter needed
• Garages Falling Down – 12/12/21 action needed

Administration | Equipment – 
general 

Grussing 
Ellis 

• 9/12/21 Ellis has repair parts for mower pulled by tractor
• Plow truck bed has holes; review repair in April 2022

Administration | Personnel – 
review/revise all job descriptions 

Youngblood • 7/12/20 added; board to review/revise all for FY21-22; add new
description for water hydrant flushing/locates/notices/turn on-off and
street drain cleaning

CC | Exterior – general maintenance Grussing • Splash blocks/gutter extensions needed at all downspouts
• Paint all exterior doors and power wash front siding – 9/12/21 Glen

Isaacs plans to do this in Fall
• Replace cafeteria lobby doors with door like main front entrance – defer

until prices drop
• Gym a/c compressor pad (by west side locker room doors) sinking into

ground 9/12/21
CC | Interior – general maintenance Grussing • Replace hallway and kitchen faucets – 1/9/22 Enger Brothers estimate

approved
• 8/8/21 Pagel estimate approved to replace Basement stairwell exterior

slanted roof and install interior door over stairwell; 1/9/22 replace Pagel
• Gym/Park Concession Stand – both need refrigerators; only have one

Depot | Maintenance – install 
chimney cap; replace mesh screens 
installed near roofline 

Grussing • 5/3/20 added
• 8/8/21 Pagel estimate approved; 1/9/22 replace Pagel

Depot | Maintenance – replace 
flagpole, repair sinking sidewalk, 
repair rotten deck boards 

Zimmerman 
Grussing 

• Flagpole – 9/11/21 awaiting concrete contractor status
• Deck – 8/8/21 Pagel recommended waiting until deck prices decrease

Library  | Front Exterior – install 
maintenance-free trim around door 
and windows 

Grussing • 5/12/19 added
• 8/8/21 Pagel estimate approved; 1/9/22 replace Pagel

Library  | Back Exterior – install 
new back door 

Grussing • 8/9/20 added
• 8/8/21 Pagel estimate approved; 1/9/22 replace Pagel

Library  | Bathroom – upgrade 
with high-rise toilet, grab bar and 
new sink with vanity 

Grussing • 8/9/20 added
• 8/8/21 Pagel estimate approved; 1/9/22 Enger Brothers toilet estimate to

be reviewed
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DESCRIPTION ASSIGNED STATUS OF ACTIVE PROJECTS 
Parks | Don Harden Field – 
Concession Stand 

Grussing • 8/8/21 Pagel estimate approved to replace rotten boards on upper west 
wall, and replace exhaust fan; 1/9/22 replace Pagel 

Parks | Don Harden Field – Dugouts Grussing • 4/11/21 Farmer City Little League needs to reinstall dugout fencing 
Parks | N Latcha St (former Bogard) Grussing • 10/10/21 research transforming the parcel into a village park; 12/12/21 

tile/waterway estimate needed from Dennis Martin; 1/9/22 Tharp and 
Darwin Richmond will continue haying until further notice 

Streets | Signs – install street signs 
requiring new poles in the ground 

Zimmerman • 9/8/19 added; 9/12/21 no activity 

Streets – Tree Removal in ROW Grussing • 1/9/22 S Vine/Hinshaw have Sprau estimate, also need Glad’s 
Village – 2022 Workday Grussing • 9/12/21 is one trash dumpster enough? 
Water | Buildings – review need for 
security / expansion at pump houses 

Grussing • 1/12/20 added 
• 9/12/21 awaiting estimate from Pagel Construction which also includes 

bollards to protect gas line and generator; 1/9/22 replace Pagel 
Water | Usage – establish separate 
water account for Wickboldt 
business 

Zimmerman • 7/12/20 added; business garden watering causes high usage 
• 9/12/21 still awaiting plumber certification that a backflow preventer is 

properly installed for the business; 11/14/21 separate line will be 
installed in Spring for the business with billing based on water meter 
usage 

 
INACTIVE PROJECTS 

DESCRIPTION ASSIGNED STATUS OF INACTVE PROJECTS 
Administration | Code – adopt the 
International Property Maintenance 
Code 

Youngblood • 4/5/20 added 
• 7/12/20 table until 2021 update is released, then purchase and attorney 

will prepare ordinance to incorporate the IPMC into our municipal code 
Administration | Code – establish 
animal control 

Grussing • 8/9/20 added; Grussing reported conversations with McLean County 
Animal Control and individual they recommended; no board action; 
problem dog deceased 

Administration | Code – pursue 
vehicle code violations 

Grussing • 5/12/19 added 
• 7/12/20 need pictures and property details for all abandoned or 

inoperable vehicles; 12/12/21 Lytel neighbor (Thomas) needs letter; 
1/9/22 Troy Jamison unregistered vehicles on street 

CC | Cafeteria – paint kitchen walls 
and storeroom, lobby, and 
bathrooms 

Grussing • 9/8/19 added 
• 11/10/19 Jeff Freden estimates presented; defer until lobby mold is 

remediated; 10/18/20 mold remediation complete, but Jeff Freden unable 
to work at present time due to accident 

CC | Cafeteria – research alternative 
for hanging BTHS alumni pictures 

Aldrich • 12/8/19 added 

CC | Gym – ceiling paint is flaking 
off 

 • 11/8/20 added 

Library  | Front Exterior – install 
maintenance-free posts/handrails 

 • 8/9/20 added; consider Trex instead of real wood 
• 8/8/21 Pagel recommended waiting until material prices decrease 

Parks | Don Harden Field – Village 
Garage 

 • 1/10/21 building structure in bad shape, needs to be replaced and include 
restrooms, heat, and water (NOTE:  may have environmental hazard with 
a buried fuel tank) 

Parks | Shorty Lykins Park – replace 
trees 

 • 7/14/19 added; 8/10/20 received donation from Historical Society; 
4/11/21 discussed with Yeagle but village did not commit 

Water – replace secondary well  • 12/12/21 incorporate in future planning 
 
 



Enger Estimates 

Community Center 

Repair faucets in hallway restrooms (8 faucets 2 per sink- 4 per restroom) 

$ 

$ 

400 
1,100 
1,500 

materials 
labor 

Repair sink faucet in kitchen (replace hoses with actual faucet) 

$ 450 mater ia Is 
900 labor 

__ -=...;:;..;:;. 

$ 1,350 



Estimates from Steven Sprau 

Tree Trimming: $425 

Trees at Community Center front doors (rubbing on roof) 

Jamison (tree on north hangs into street) 

Slade (tree at curve hangs into street) 

E North Street (north side of street from Lyla Miller to 54) 

Miller (tree on east hangs into street) 

Cox (tree in southeast corner has low branches blocking visibility) 

Tree growing up in drain behind Raymer house 

NOTE: Steven already cleaned up the trees that blew down in the park 

and behind the Community Center at no charge. 
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FEBRUARY 13, 2022 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
President Allen Grussing called the meeting to order at 5:58 p.m. in the Bellflower Community Center 
Cafeteria, 104 West Center Street, Bellflower. 
 
The Meeting Notice and Agenda (copy attached) was posted on the Bellflower Community Center 
Exterior Bulletin Board on February 11, 2022, at 4:00 p.m. 
 
BOARD ATTENDANCE 
 Present: President Allen Grussing; Trustees Teresa Drinkwater, Andrew Ellis, Bart Lytel, 

Steve Weiss, and Shane Zimmerman 
 Absent: Trustee Skee Aldrich 
 Six of seven board members were present, which formed a quorum. 
VILLAGE OFFICIALS PRESENT – Clerk Herb Youngblood 
PUBLIC ATTENDANCE – Jarrod Holmes, Holmes Appliance Repair 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Jarrod Holmes announced his intention to purchase the vacant lot on the corner of State and East Melvin 
streets from Nick Drinkwater.  He wants to construct a commercial building for his home appliance repair 
business.  The building might also contain an apartment.  He distributed a photo of a building (copy 
attached) to illustrate the type of building, but not a representation of his exact plans.  The board 
discussed zoning considerations (would need to be rezoned from R-Residential to C1-Commercial Central 
if an apartment is planned, or C2-Commercial General if no apartment is planned), water service, and 
sewer construction.  No project timeline has been set at this time. 
 
Clerk Youngblood will send trustees a link to the Bellflower Municipal Code, with emphasis on related 
zoning sections.  He will also send a rezoning application to Nick Drinkwater. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
• Approve minutes of the regular meeting held on January 9, 2022 
• Approve expenditures during the period January 10, 2022, through February 13, 2022 
MOTION by Trustee Drinkwater to approve the foregoing consent agenda items.  Seconded by Trustee 
Weiss.  Vote 5 yes, -0- no.  Motion passed. 
 
POLICE ACTIVITIES 
President Grussing summarized an update received from Chief Josh Dingler: 

• Officer Hempstead is leaving, and Josh will be the only officer on duty.  As a result, he may need 
to reduce the monthly hours allocated to Bellflower from 40 hours to 30 hours.  Allen suggested 
Josh check with local community colleges to see if there are any police trainees could help with 
office duties.  The board suggested Allen speak with Farmer City, McLean County Sheriff, and 
other villages about police sharing, just in case the Downs Police situation does not improve. 

• Body and vehicle camera installation will probably be complete in March. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
a. Project Status Report: 

• Property Maintenance 
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1) 201 W. South St. (Cler) – Village Attorney Mahrt will attend a Zoom court status hearing 
on February 14. 

2) 205 N. Latcha St. (White/Brown) – At the January 9, 2022 board meeting, Trustee Ellis 
reported that parts of the north and south walls collapsed due to recent severe weather, 
posing a danger to neighboring buildings.  On January 21, 2022, President Grussing 
discussed the situation with the village attorney who outlined the following course of 
action: 
 In accordance with 65 ILCS 5/11-31-1(E), a building which poses an immediate and 

continuing hazard to the community may be demolished, repaired, or enclosed by a 
municipality. 

 To determine if the building is structurally sound, an engineer’s structural report 
would be needed. 
 Farnsworth Group confirmed to President Grussing that they could perform the 

assessment. 
 On January 24, 2022, President Grussing individually contacted each trustee by 

telephone for their concurrence to sign the contract. 
 The contract was signed on January 24, 2022. 
 The assessment was conducted on January 30, 2022 and the report was delivered 

on February 11, 2022.  The report concluded the walls are unstable and in danger 
of collapse. 

 A title report, required to verify parcel ownership, was ordered on February 8, 2022 
and received on February 9, 2022, confirming Renate White as the surviving owner.  
In prior conversations with Rob Brown, he represented that he owns the building, but 
there is no deed of record to confirm this. 

 To act against a hazardous building, a notice must be posted on the building, any 
person with an interest in the property must receive a statutory notice by certified and 
first-class mail, a notice must be published in a newspaper for 3 consecutive days, 
and a notice must be recorded with the county Recorder of Deeds. 

MOTION by Trustee Lytel to ratify actions taken to date and approve proceeding with the 
hazardous building actions stated above.  Seconded by Trustee Drinkwater.  Roll call vote:  
Aye-Trustees Drinkwater, Ellis, Lytel, Weiss, and Zimmerman; Nay-None; Absent-Trustee 
Aldrich.  Summary:  Aye (5), Nay (-0-), Absent (1).  Motion passed. 

• Village Park on N Latcha St – President Grussing reported he will meet with a representative of 
Trees Forever, a partner with the Illinois Department of Natural Resources and the U.S. Forest 
Service, to review opportunities for grants and park planning.  Trustee Zimmerman suggested 
incorporating native vegetation that would have been present when the town was formed.  A park 
name will be needed, such as “Jesse Richards Park” in tribute to the person who originated the 
Bellflower name in 1857 and served as the first township supervisor, or a more generic name of 
Legacy Park.  A naming decision will be planned for a future meeting. 

• Water Payment Box – received; will be installed once weather permits pouring concrete. 
b. Tree Trimming – the project (copy attached) approved at the January 9, 2022 board meeting is 

COMPLETE. 
c. Pine tree removal on Hinshaw Street right of way across from Kevin and Franci Miller – awaiting 

additional estimate from Glad’s 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
a. Repairs to Ford F-250 Truck – MOTION by Trustee Lytel to approve the Corner FS $6,337.06 repair 

estimate (copy attached).  Seconded by Trustee Ellis.  Roll call vote:  Aye-Trustees Drinkwater, Ellis, 
Lytel, Weiss, and Zimmerman; Nay-None; Absent-Trustee Aldrich.  Summary:  Aye (5), Nay (-0-), 
Absent (1).  Motion passed. 
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b. Village Income from Wind Farm – a special board meeting will be held on Sunday, February 27, at 
6:00 p.m. in Village Hall, to initiate discussions of potential projects which might benefit from total 
or partial funding from wind farm income. 

c. Budget 2022-2023 – budget planning for next fiscal year has started.  Please provide any unique 
requests to Clerk Youngblood.  Question-where are building demolition expenses charged?  Answer-
General Fund account 7030 “R&M Grounds.” 

d. David Wickboldt business 2nd water line – MOTION by Trustee Lytel to notify Wickboldt that a 
second water line, incorporating the water meter previously supplied by the village, would be 
installed in the spring, and used solely for his business.  All installation expenses would be billed to 
Wickboldt.  Seconded by Trustee Weiss.  Vote 5 yes, -0- no.  Motion passed. 

e. Village Donations: 
• Farmer City Baseball Corporation – discussed but no action taken. 
• Show Bus – discussed and board consensus was no. 

 
BOARD REPORTS 
President Grussing –  

• Pest Control – M&S Pest Control will be closing due to owner’s retirement; awaiting estimate 
from Greg Mears. 

• The flushing hydrant located near Denny and Audrey Miller’s home leaks; will be repaired in the 
spring. 

• McLean County Hazard Mitigation Plan – a first draft has been received for review.  Three 
village projects are included:  emergency generator backup for Community Center cafeteria; 
surface drainage work; and upgrades to old water lines.  Will request one addition to replace and 
relocate the backup water well. 

 
Trustee Lytel – a vehicle code violation letter is needed for the Brian Thomas residence located on the 
corner of East North and North Latcha streets. 
 
Clerk Youngblood – the Certificate of Status of Exempt Property for tax year 2022 was filed in the office 
of the McLean County Supervisor of Assessments on January 31, 2022 (copies attached). 
 
ADJOURN 
President Grussing adjourned the meeting at 7:46 p.m. until the special meeting on Sunday, February 27, 2022, 
at 6:00 p.m. in Village Hall, to be followed by the next regular meeting on Sunday, March 13, 2022, at 6:00 
p.m. in the cafeteria. 
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ACTIVE PROJECTS 
DESCRIPTION ASSIGNED STATUS OF ACTIVE PROJECTS 

CC Exterior – general maintenance Grussing • Splash blocks/gutter extensions needed at all downspouts 
• Paint all exterior doors and power wash front siding – 9/12/21 Glen 

Isaacs plans to do this in Fall ????? 
• Replace cafeteria lobby doors with door like main front entrance – defer 

until prices drop 
• Gym a/c compressor pad (by west side locker room doors) – 9/12/21 

sinking into ground 
CC Interior – general maintenance Grussing • Faucets in hallway restrooms and kitchen – 1/9/22 Enger Brothers 

estimate OK 
• 8/8/21 Pagel estimate OK to replace Basement stairwell exterior slanted 

roof and install interior door over stairwell; 1/9/22 replace Pagel 
• Gym/Park Concession Stand – both need refrigerators; only have one 

Depot – install chimney cap; replace 
mesh screens installed near roofline 

Grussing • 5/3/20 added 
• 8/8/21 Pagel estimate OK; 1/9/22 replace Pagel 

Depot – replace flagpole, repair 
sinking sidewalk, repair rotten deck 
boards 

Zimmerman 
Grussing 

• Flagpole – 9/11/21 awaiting concrete contractor status 
• Deck – 8/8/21 Pagel recommended waiting until deck prices decrease 

Don Harden Field – Concession 
Stand 

Grussing • 8/8/21 Pagel estimate OK to replace rotten boards on upper west wall, 
and replace exhaust fan; 1/9/22 replace Pagel 

Don Harden Field – Dugouts Grussing • 4/11/21 Farmer City Little League needs to reinstall dugout fencing 
Equipment – general Grussing 

Ellis 
• Mower pulled by tractor – 9/12/21 Ellis has repair parts 
• Plow truck bed has holes; review repair in April 2022 

Library  – install maintenance-
free trim around door and windows 

Grussing • 5/12/19 added 
• 8/8/21 Pagel estimate OK; 1/9/22 replace Pagel 

Library  – install new back door Grussing • 8/9/20 added 
• 8/8/21 Pagel estimate OK; 1/9/22 replace Pagel 

Library  upgrade bathroom with 
high-rise toilet, grab bar and new 
sink with vanity 

Grussing • 8/9/20 added 
• 8/8/21 Pagel estimate OK; 1/9/22 Enger Brothers toilet estimate to be 

reviewed 
Municipal Code – create a digital 
version 

Youngblood • 1/12/20 added 
• 2/28/20 created “base” 1975 book 
• 9/13/20 searched back through 5/1/1999 minutes looking for ordinance 

updates; unable to find any more; ordinances missing from various years; 
code book needs complete revision; need a platform to publish so owners 
and residents can access 

Municipal Code – property 
maintenance violations 

Grussing • 2/11/20 violation notices sent 
• Rt 54 (Bidner) – 9/12/21 new violation letter needed 
• 709 E Kleinbeck St (Cash) – 9/12/21 new violation letter needed 
• 201 W South (Cler; formerly Thomas) – 11/14/21 Cler wants to donate 

parcel to the village; 12/12/21 board will accept if village attorney can 
secure deed, or village will seek abandonment; judicial status hearing 
scheduled for 2/14/22 

• 205 N Latcha St (White/Brown) – 7/11/21 need construction plans and 
engineer structural report; 10/10/21 building permit will only be issued 
after plans approved and McLean County approves septic; Brown wants 
to install fiber optic but needs village agreement; 12/12/21 can village 
attorney pursue against Brown and not White; 1/9/22 part of north and 
south walls have collapsed; 2/13/22 approved legal action 

• 606 E Kleinbeck St (Fischer) – 9/12/21 new violation letter needed 
• Garages Falling Down – 12/12/21 action needed 
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DESCRIPTION ASSIGNED STATUS OF ACTIVE PROJECTS 
N Latcha St Park Grussing • 10/10/21 research transforming the parcel into a village park; 12/12/21 

tile/waterway estimate needed from Dennis Martin; 1/9/22 Tharp and 
Darwin Richmond will continue haying until further notice; 2/13/22 
exploring grant and planning opportunities 

Personnel – review/revise all job 
descriptions 

Youngblood • 7/12/20 added; board to review/revise all for FY21-22; add new 
description for water hydrant flushing/locates/notices/turn on-off and 
street drain cleaning 

Streets – install street signs 
requiring new poles in the ground 

Zimmerman • 9/8/19 added; 9/12/21 no activity 

Streets – Tree Removal in ROW Grussing • 1/9/22 S Vine/Hinshaw have Sprau estimate, also need Glad’s 
Village Workday – 2022 Grussing • 9/12/21 is one trash dumpster enough? 
Water – establish separate water 
account for Wickboldt business 

Zimmerman • 7/12/20 added; business garden watering causes high usage 
• 9/12/21 still awaiting plumber certification that a backflow preventer is 

properly installed for the business; 11/14/21 separate line will be 
installed, at customer expense, in Spring for the business with billing 
based on water meter usage 

Water – fire hydrants Grussing • 2/13/22 flushing hydrant near Denny Miller leaks; repair in spring 
Water – replace payment box Grussing • 2/13/22 new box received; awaiting “concrete-pouring” weather 
Water – review need for security / 
expansion at pump houses 

Grussing • 1/12/20 added 
• 9/12/21 awaiting Pagel estimate which also includes bollards to protect 

gas line and generator; 1/9/22 replace Pagel 
Wind Farm Income Grussing • 2/27/22 first meeting to discuss possible usage 

 
INACTIVE PROJECTS 

DESCRIPTION ASSIGNED STATUS OF INACTVE PROJECTS 
CC Cafeteria – paint kitchen walls 
and storeroom, lobby, and 
bathrooms 

Grussing • 9/8/19 added 
• 11/10/19 Jeff Freden estimates presented; defer until lobby mold is 

remediated; 10/18/20 mold remediation complete, but Jeff Freden unable 
to work at present time due to accident 

CC Cafeteria – research alternative 
for hanging BTHS alumni pictures 

Aldrich • 12/8/19 added 

CC Gym – ceiling paint is flaking 
off 

 • 11/8/20 added 

Don Harden Field – Village Garage  • 1/10/21 building needs to be replaced; include restrooms, heat, and water 
(NOTE:  may have environmental hazard with a buried fuel tank) 

Library  – install maintenance-
free posts/handrails 

 • 8/9/20 added 
• 8/8/21 Pagel recommended waiting until material prices decrease 

Municipal Code – adopt the 
International Property Maintenance 
Code 

Youngblood • 4/5/20 added 
• 7/12/20 table until 2021 update is released, then purchase and attorney 

will prepare ordinance to incorporate the IPMC into our municipal code 
Municipal Code – establish animal 
control 

Grussing • 8/9/20 added; Grussing reported conversations with McLean County 
Animal Control and individual they recommended; no board action; 
problem dog deceased 

Municipal Code – vehicle violations Grussing • 5/12/19 added; 7/12/20 need pictures and property details for all 
abandoned or inoperable vehicles 

• 12/12/21 letter needed for Brian Thomas; 1/9/22 Troy Jamison 
unregistered vehicles on street 

Shorty Lykins Park – replace trees  • 7/14/19 added; 8/10/20 received donation from Historical Society; 
4/11/21 discussed with Yeagle but village did not commit 

Water – replace secondary well  • 12/12/21 incorporate in future planning 
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MINUTES 
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FEBRUARY 27, 2022 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
President Allen Grussing called the special meeting of the Village of Bellflower Board of Trustees to 
order at 6:02 p.m. in the Bellflower Community Center Cafeteria, 104 West Center Street, Bellflower. 
 
The Meeting Notice and Agenda (copy attached) was posted on the Bellflower Community Center 
Exterior Bulletin Board on February 22, 2022 at 3:30 p.m. 
 
BOARD ATTENDANCE 
 Present: President Allen Grussing; Trustees Teresa Drinkwater, Andrew Ellis, Steve Weiss, and 
  Shane Zimmerman 
 Absent: Trustees Skee Aldrich and Bart Lytel 
 Five of seven board members were present, which formed a quorum. 
VILLAGE OFFICIALS PRESENT – Clerk Herb Youngblood 
PUBLIC ATTENDANCE – None 
 
MEETING PURPOSE 
Invenergy, the developer of the Sapphire Sky Wind Farm, estimates that project completion may occur in 
late 2022.  Outgoing revenue will begin approximately one year after project completion. 
 
This meeting will initiate discussions of potential projects which might benefit from total or partial 
funding from wind farm income. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None. 

NEW BUSINESS 
A handout was distributed which summarized a first draft of proposed project priorities presented at the 
July 11, 2022 board meeting (copy attached), information on the village’s legal debt limit, and a wind 
farm payment schedule.  The handout has been updated with the following updates from this meeting: 

• Available funding will first be reduced by reserves to be set in the future. 
• The following projects will be removed from consideration and included with ongoing 

maintenance and repairs – Community Center basement/lean-to repairs, gravel for alleys, village 
party, property maintenance enforcement; gym boy’s locker room water leaks, Toro lawnmower 
replacement, and Ford F-250 replacement. 

• A Community Center generator will be added to other considerations. 
• Top 5 projects: 
 Village garage replacement 
 Tree removal (ash, etc.) / planting 
 Drainage (surface only) repairs 
 N Latcha park transformation 
 Allis Chalmers tractor replacement by tractor with loader 

• Research possibilities for additional funding – grants, loans, issue bonds 
 
ADJOURN 
President Grussing adjourned the meeting at 8:05 p.m. until the next regular meeting on Sunday, March 
13, 2022, at 6:00 p.m. in the cafeteria. 
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FEBRUARY 27, 2022 
 
 
 

A special meeting of the Village of Bellflower Board of Trustees will be held on 
Sunday, February 27, 2022, 6:00 p.m., in Town Hall at the Bellflower Community 
Center, 104 West Center Street, Bellflower. 
 
In accordance with Executive Order 2021-20, all meeting attendees are required to 
cover their nose and mouth with a mask or cloth face covering to minimize the 
spread of COVID-19. 
 
 
MEETING PURPOSE 
 
Invenergy, the developer of the Sapphire Sky Wind Farm, estimates that project 
completion may occur in late 2022.  Outgoing revenue will begin approximately 
one year after project completion. 
 
This meeting will initiate discussions of potential projects which might benefit 
from total or partial funding from wind farm income. 
 
 
 
MEETING AGENDA 
 

• CALL TO ORDER 
• PUBLIC COMMENT 
• DISCUSSION 
• ADJOURN 
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION FOR 2/27/2022 MEETING 
 
At the July 11, 2021 board meeting (Lytel absent), board members presented a first draft of 
proposed project priorities to consider funding with wind farm income: 
 

PROJECT SA TD AE AG SW SZ TOTAL 
Village garage X X X X  X 5 
Tree removal (ash, etc.) / planting X X  X  X 4 
Community Center basement / lean-to     X X 2 
Drainage (surface only) repairs  X  X   2 
Gravel for alleys   X    1 
Water lines    X   1 
Playground equipment    X   1 
Village party    X   1 
Reserves    X   1 
Enforce property maintenance codes     X  1 

 
Other considerations: 

• N Latcha park transformation 
• Cafeteria lobby door replacement 
• Gym ceiling maintenance and repair 
• Gym boy’s locker room water leaks 
• Allis Chalmers tractor replacement by tractor with loader 
• Toro lawnmower replacement 
• Ford F-250 replacement 
• Water supplies storage building 
• Water secondary well relocation and replacement 
• Porch / decks at Depot and Library replacement 
• Community Center generator (added 2/27/2022) 
• Deleted 2/27/2022 – strikethroughs 
• Noted 2/27/2022 – available funding will first be reduced by reserves to be set in the 

future 
 
Debt Limit 

• By law, the village debt limit is capped at 8.625% of the most recent available equalized 
assessed valuation (EAV) of the village 

• $284,070 (per 4/30/2021 audit report) 
• Water loan is excluded from the debt limit since the loan is pledged to be paid from water 

revenues and not from village general funds. 
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WIND FARM PAYMENT SCHEDULE 

 

YEAR 

PAYMENT 
PER 

TURBINE 

GUARANTEED 
12 

TURBINES 
CUMULATIVE 

FOR 12 

ESTIMATED 
14 

TURBINES 
CUMULATIVE 

FOR 14 
1* 4,000 48,000 48,000 56,000 56,000 
2 4,015 48,180 96,180 56,210 112,210 
3 4,030 48,360 144,540 56,420 168,630 
4 4,045 48,540 193,080 56,630 225,260 
5 4,060 48,720 241,800 56,840 282,100 
6 4,075 48,900 290,700 57,050 339,150 
7 4,177 50,124 340,824 58,478 397,628 
8 4,281 51,372 392,196 59,934 457,562 
9 4,388 52,656 444,852 61,432 518,994 
10 4,498 53,976 498,828 62,972 581,966 
11 4,610 55,320 554,148 64,540 646,506 
12 4,726 56,712 610,860 66,164 712,670 
13 4,844 58,128 668,988 67,816 780,486 
14 4,965 59,580 728,568 69,510 849,996 
15 5,089 61,068 789,636 71,246 921,242 
16 5,216 62,592 852,228 73,024 994,266 
17 5,347 64,164 916,392 74,858 1,069,124 
18 5,480 65,760 982,152 76,720 1,145,844 
19 5,617 67,404 1,049,556 78,638 1,224,482 
20 5,758 69,096 1,118,652 80,612 1,305,094 
21 5,902 70,824 1,189,476 82,628 1,387,722 
22 6,049 72,588 1,262,064 84,686 1,472,408 
23 6,201 74,412 1,336,476 86,814 1,559,222 
24 6,356 76,272 1,412,748 88,984 1,648,206 
25 6,514 78,168 1,490,916 91,196 1,739,402 
26 6,677 80,124 1,571,040 93,478 1,832,880 
27 6,844 82,128 1,653,168 95,816 1,928,696 
28 7,015 84,180 1,737,348 98,210 2,026,906 
29 7,191 86,292 1,823,640 100,674 2,127,580 
30 7,371 88,452 1,912,092 103,194 2,230,774 

 

*Initial payment to be made 1 year after wind farm project completion. 
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MARCH 13, 2022 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
President Allen Grussing called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m. in the Bellflower Community Center 
Cafeteria, 104 West Center Street, Bellflower. 
 
The Meeting Notice and Agenda (copy attached) was posted on the Bellflower Community Center 
Exterior Bulletin Board on March 11, 2022, at 4:30 p.m. 
 
BOARD ATTENDANCE 
 Present: President Allen Grussing; Trustees Skee Aldrich, Teresa Drinkwater, Andrew Ellis, 

Bart Lytel, Steve Weiss, and Shane Zimmerman 
 Absent: None 
 Seven of seven board members were present, which formed a quorum. 
VILLAGE OFFICIALS PRESENT – Clerk Herb Youngblood, Downs Police Chief Josh Dingler 
PUBLIC ATTENDANCE – Rob Brown 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Rob Brown 

• 205 N Latcha St 
 Delivered FOIA request 
 Wall bracing complete.  Would like the village demolition sign removed from the building.  

Board stated a Farnsworth building reinspection would be required with the cost either fully 
or partially paid by Brown.  President Grussing will obtain an estimate for the re-inspection.  
Brown will permit entrance onto the property for reinspection and will split the cost. 

• Flooding occurs at his home on East Marquis St due to a blocked culvert located approximately at 
the intersection of East Kleinbeck and First streets.  Are there village plans to fix this? 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 
• Approve minutes of the regular meeting held on February 13, 2022 
• Approve minutes of the special meeting held on February 27, 2022 
• Approve expenditures during the period February 14, 2022, through March 13, 2022 
MOTION by Trustee Lytel to approve the foregoing consent agenda items.  Seconded by Trustee 
Drinkwater.  Vote 6 yes, -0- no.  Motion passed. 
 
POLICE ACTIVITIES 
Chief Dingler provided the following updates: 

• As previously announced, Officer Brian Hempstead is leaving the force.  Officer Rick Levine will 
return from medical leave on May 1.  Officer Jorge Vega has been hired.  Monthly support hours 
have been reduced from 40 hours to 30 hours effective March 1. 

• Body and vehicle camera installations are underway.  Cameras will be activated any time the 
emergency lights are activated.  The $3,000 annual cost includes all cameras, plus one extra as a 
backup for any broken equipment, unlimited cloud storage, and recording availability as long as 
Downs subscribes to the service. 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
a. Project Status Report: 
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• Community Center Maintenance – kitchen faucet replacement is complete; hallway restroom 
faucet repairs are continuing, as the parts received by Enger Brothers did not fit. 

• Equipment – 1986 truck needs relining of truck bed and plow blade replacement.  Board 
consensus was to postpone replacing the plow blade until the next fiscal year.  MOTION by 
Trustee Lytel to approve the SF Welding estimate to reline the 1986 truck bed at a cost not to 
exceed $4,000.  Seconded by Trustee Zimmerman.  Roll call vote:  Aye-Trustee Aldrich, 
Drinkwater, Ellis, Lytel, Weiss, and Zimmerman; Nay-None; Absent-None.  Summary:  Aye (6), 
Nay (-0-), Absent (-0-).  Motion passed. 

• Library – library board recommended replacing the toilet, currently sized for children, with a 
high-rise model sized for adults.  Enger Brothers submitted a $600 estimate (copy attached) but 
stated the fixture expense could be reduced if directly purchased by the village and then installed 
by Enger Brothers.  MOTION by Trustee Lytel to spend up to $600 for purchase and installation 
of a library toilet.  Seconded by Trustee Ellis.  Vote 6 yes, -0- no.  Motion passed. 

• Property Maintenance 
1) 201 W. South St. (Cler) –  

 Village Attorney Mahrt attended a Zoom court status hearing on February 14; Cler 
did not attend.  A judicial hearing is scheduled for March 31, at which time final case 
disposition may occur. 

 Dennis Martin will provide a demolition estimate. 
2) 205 N. Latcha St. (Brown) – At the February 13, 2022 board meeting, the board approved 

legal action, in accordance with 65 ILCS 5/11-31-1(E), for this building deemed posing an 
immediate and continuing hazard to the community.  Activity since the last board meeting: 
 February 25, 2022, village statutory notice letters were hand delivered to Renate 

White and mailed (certified mail and first-class mail) to Rob and Brook Brown. 
 February 25, 2022, the village affixed and posted a hazardous notice sign on the 

building. 
 March 1, 2022, the village attorney recorded a Notice of Demolition in the office of 

the McLean County Recorder of Deeds. 
 March 1, 2022, a Quit Claim Deed dated December 5, 2020 from Raymond and 

Renate White to Brook J. Brown was recorded in the office of the McLean County 
Recorder of Deeds. 

 March 2, 3, and 4, 2022, the village attorney published a legal notice in The 
Pantagraph.  The demolition “time clock” expires on April 3, 2022. 

 March 9, 2022, a village letter was mailed to Renate White recognizing that she no 
longer was property owner. 

President Grussing will discuss next steps with the village attorney. 
• Village Park on N Latcha St –  

 President Grussing’s meeting with a representative of Trees Forever, a partner with 
the Illinois Department of Natural Resources and the U.S. Forest Service, to review 
opportunities for grants and park planning, was postponed until March 15, 2022 due 
to weather. 

 Trustee Lytel asked if the future backup water well relocation project was still under 
consideration for this parcel.  If so, park infrastructure work should include well 
needs where possible. 

• Streets – MOTION by Trustee Weiss to approve Steven Sprau’s $980 estimate (copy attached) to 
remove the pine tree on Hinshaw St.  Seconded by Trustee Aldrich.  Vote 6 yes, -0- no.  Motion 
passed 

b. Alleys – MOTION by Trustee Lytel to approve the Mitchell Trucking $5,995.50 estimate (copy 
attached) to furnish and haul 210 tons of CA6 rock, with the expense paid by MFT funds.  Seconded 
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by Trustee Drinkwater.  Roll call vote:  Aye-Trustee Aldrich, Drinkwater, Ellis, Lytel, Weiss, and 
Zimmerman; Nay-None; Absent-None.  Summary:  Aye (6), Nay (-0-), Absent (-0-).  Motion passed. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
a. Zoning Board of Appeals – public hearing scheduled for April 3, 2022, 6:00 p.m., in the Community 

Center cafeteria. 
b. Fire Hydrants – President Grussing suggested a summer project to paint all fire and flushing hydrants 

per fire department color recommendations.  Trustee Zimmerman stated the color depends on the 
water flow rate at each hydrant.  President Grussing will speak with Mitch Yeadon about possibly 
borrowing from a neighboring water department a device to measure water flow rate. 

c. Community Center Tables and Chairs – Arteman family asked about renting some tables and chairs 
for use at a family event.  Board consensus was to permit the use and suggest a donation. 

d. Pest Control – the owner of our service provider retired.  Greg Mears provided a $170 per month 
estimate to service the Community Center, Library, and Depot.  The board asked for additional 
estimates. 

 
BOARD REPORTS 
President Grussing –  

• Becky Hobbs called and stated her water froze at the beginning of December 2021.  Mike Hobbs, 
Jr. turned off water service at the village water valve.  For the water bill issued on January 1, 
2022, which billed for water service in October, November, and December 2021, she will not pay 
the December $40 water service charge.  The board directed President Grussing to write Becky of 
the board’s intention to enforce all Village laws relating to water service, including the facts that 
Mike was not authorized to turn off the Village water valve, and the December amount billed is 
now delinquent. 

• Enger Brothers will leak check the flushing hydrant located near Denny and Audrey Miller’s 
home. 

• Enger Brothers still needs to check the water leak at the 106 N Vine St residence. 
• Mitch Yeadon reports water usage continues to be high.  He will investigate a possible check 

valve issue. 
• Contacted McLean County and Post Office about Drinkwater address, changed when the 9-1-1 

addresses were last updated.  Post Office indicated they would fix the issue. 
• Backup water well relocation was added to the McLean County hazard mitigation plan. 

 
Trustee Zimerman – working on a list to categorize all equipment assets, with estimates of useful lives 
and replacement costs.  List will be used in developing ongoing financial reserve requirements. 
 
Trustee Lytel – vehicle violation notice needs to be issued to Brian Thomas. 
 
Trustee Ellis – North Prairie St, where it terminates between the Shields and Jamison properties, needs 
gravel to replace a muddy, grassy section. 
 
ADJOURN 
President Grussing adjourned the meeting at 8:10 p.m. until the regular meeting on Sunday, April 10, 2022, at 
6:00 p.m. 
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2022-03-13 Meeting Notice and Agenda 

MARCH 13, 2022 
 

The next regular meeting of the Village of Bellflower Board of Trustees will be held Sunday, March 13, 
2022, at 6:00 p.m. in the Bellflower Community Center Cafeteria, 104 West Center Street, Bellflower. 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 

• Approve minutes of the regular meeting held on February 13, 2022 
• Approve minutes of the special meeting held on February 27, 2022 
• Approve expenditures during the period February 14, 2022 through March 13, 2022 

 
POLICE ACTIVITIES 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
a. Project Status Report 

• CC – review hallway restroom faucets and kitchen faucet replacement status 
• Equipment – approve replacing red plow truck bedliner 
• Library – approve replacing toilet 
• Municipal Code – review property maintenance violation status 

1) 201 W South St (Cler) 
2) 205 N Latcha St (Brown) 

• Park on N Latcha St – review status 
• Streets – approve removing tree on Hinshaw St. 

b. Approve purchase of gravel for alleys (MFT) and village garage (GF) 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
a. Announce Zoning Board of Appeals public hearing 
b. Add summer project to paint fire and flushing hydrants per fire department color recommendations 
c. Review request from Arteman family to rent Community Center tables and chairs 
d. Approve new pest control provider 
 
BOARD REPORTS 
 
ADJOURN – next regular meeting Sunday, April 10, 2022 
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ACTIVE PROJECTS 
DESCRIPTION ASSIGNED STATUS OF ACTIVE PROJECTS 

CC Exterior – general maintenance Grussing • Splash blocks/gutter extensions needed at all downspouts
• Paint all exterior doors and power wash front siding – 9/12/21 Glen

Isaacs plans to do this in Fall ?????
• Replace cafeteria lobby doors with door like main front entrance – defer

until prices drop
• Gym a/c compressor pad (by west side locker room doors) – 9/12/21

sinking into ground
CC Interior – general maintenance Grussing • Faucets in hallway restrooms and kitchen – 1/9/22 Enger Brothers

estimate OK
• 8/8/21 Pagel estimate OK to replace Basement stairwell exterior slanted

roof and install interior door over stairwell; 1/9/22 replace Pagel
• Gym/Park Concession Stand – both need refrigerators; only have one

Depot – install chimney cap; replace 
mesh screens installed near roofline 

Grussing • 5/3/20 added
• 8/8/21 Pagel estimate OK; 1/9/22 replace Pagel

Depot – replace flagpole, repair 
sinking sidewalk, repair rotten deck 
boards 

Zimmerman 
Grussing 

• Flagpole – 9/11/21 awaiting concrete contractor status
• Deck – 8/8/21 Pagel recommended waiting until deck prices decrease

Don Harden Field – Concession 
Stand 

Grussing • 8/8/21 Pagel estimate OK to replace rotten boards on upper west wall,
and replace exhaust fan; 1/9/22 replace Pagel

Don Harden Field – Dugouts Grussing • 4/11/21 Farmer City Little League needs to reinstall dugout fencing
Equipment – general Grussing 

Ellis 
• Mower pulled by tractor – 9/12/21 Ellis has repair parts
• Plow truck bed has holes; review repair in April 2022

Library  – install maintenance-
free trim around door and windows 

Grussing • 5/12/19 added
• 8/8/21 Pagel estimate OK; 1/9/22 replace Pagel

Library  – install new back door Grussing • 8/9/20 added
• 8/8/21 Pagel estimate OK; 1/9/22 replace Pagel

Library  upgrade bathroom with 
high-rise toilet, grab bar and new 
sink with vanity 

Grussing • 8/9/20 added
• 8/8/21 Pagel estimate OK; 1/9/22 Enger Brothers toilet estimate to be

reviewed
Municipal Code – create a digital 
version 

Youngblood • 1/12/20 added
• 2/28/20 created “base” 1975 book
• 9/13/20 searched back through 5/1/1999 minutes looking for ordinance

updates; unable to find any more; ordinances missing from various years;
code book needs complete revision; need a platform to publish so owners
and residents can access

Municipal Code – property 
maintenance violations 

Grussing • 2/11/20 violation notices sent
• Rt 54 (Bidner) – 9/12/21 new violation letter needed
• 709 E Kleinbeck St (Cash) – 9/12/21 new violation letter needed
• 201 W South (Cler) – 11/14/21 Cler wants to donate parcel to the village;

12/12/21 board will accept if village attorney can secure deed, or village
will seek abandonment; judicial status hearing scheduled for 2/14/22

• 205 N Latcha St (Brown) – 7/11/21 need construction plans and engineer
structural report; 10/10/21 building permit will only be issued after plans
approved and McLean County approves septic; Brown wants to install
fiber optic but needs village agreement; 12/12/21 can village attorney
pursue against Brown and not White; 1/9/22 part of north and south walls
have collapsed; 2/13/22 approved legal action

• 606 E Kleinbeck St (Fischer) – 9/12/21 new violation letter needed
• Garages Falling Down – 12/12/21 action needed
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DESCRIPTION ASSIGNED STATUS OF ACTIVE PROJECTS 
N Latcha St Park Grussing • 10/10/21 research transforming the parcel into a village park; 12/12/21

tile/waterway estimate needed from Dennis Martin; 1/9/22 Tharp and
Darwin Richmond will continue haying until further notice; 2/13/22
exploring grant and planning opportunities

Personnel – review/revise all job 
descriptions 

Youngblood • 7/12/20 added; board to review/revise all for FY21-22; add new
description for water hydrant flushing/locates/notices/turn on-off and
street drain cleaning

Streets – install street signs 
requiring new poles in the ground 

Zimmerman • 9/8/19 added; 9/12/21 no activity

Streets – Tree Removal in ROW Grussing • 1/9/22 S Vine/Hinshaw have Sprau estimate, also need Glad’s
Village Workday – 2022 Grussing • 9/12/21 is one trash dumpster enough?
Water – establish separate water 
account for Wickboldt business 

Zimmerman • 7/12/20 added; business garden watering causes high usage
• 9/12/21 still awaiting plumber certification that a backflow preventer is

properly installed for the business; 11/14/21 separate line will be
installed, at customer expense, in Spring for the business with billing
based on water meter usage

Water – fire hydrants Grussing • 2/13/22 flushing hydrant near Denny Miller leaks; repair in spring
Water – replace payment box Grussing • 2/13/22 new box received; awaiting “concrete-pouring” weather
Water – review need for security / 
expansion at pump houses 

Grussing • 1/12/20 added
• 9/12/21 awaiting Pagel estimate which also includes bollards to protect

gas line and generator; 1/9/22 replace Pagel
Wind Farm Income Grussing • 2/27/22 first meeting to discuss possible usage

INACTIVE PROJECTS 
DESCRIPTION ASSIGNED STATUS OF INACTVE PROJECTS 

CC Cafeteria – paint kitchen walls 
and storeroom, lobby, and 
bathrooms 

Grussing • 9/8/19 added
• 11/10/19 Jeff Freden estimates presented; defer until lobby mold is

remediated; 10/18/20 mold remediation complete, but Jeff Freden unable
to work at present time due to accident

CC Cafeteria – research alternative 
for hanging BTHS alumni pictures 

Aldrich • 12/8/19 added

CC Gym – ceiling paint is flaking 
off 

• 11/8/20 added

Don Harden Field – Village Garage • 1/10/21 building needs to be replaced; include restrooms, heat, and water
(NOTE:  may have environmental hazard with a buried fuel tank)

Library  – install maintenance-
free posts/handrails 

• 8/9/20 added
• 8/8/21 Pagel recommended waiting until material prices decrease

Municipal Code – adopt the 
International Property Maintenance 
Code 

Youngblood • 4/5/20 added
• 7/12/20 table until 2021 update is released, then purchase and attorney

will prepare ordinance to incorporate the IPMC into our municipal code
Municipal Code – establish animal 
control 

Grussing • 8/9/20 added; Grussing reported conversations with McLean County
Animal Control and individual they recommended; no board action;
problem dog deceased

Municipal Code – vehicle violations Grussing • 5/12/19 added; 7/12/20 need pictures and property details for all
abandoned or inoperable vehicles

• 12/12/21 letter needed for Brian Thomas; 1/9/22 Troy Jamison
unregistered vehicles on street

Shorty Lykins Park – replace trees • 7/14/19 added; 8/10/20 received donation from Historical Society;
4/11/21 discussed with Yeagle but village did not commit

Water – replace secondary well • 12/12/21 incorporate in future planning



Library 

Replace toilet with high-rise round toilet 

$ 500 materials 

100 labor 
__ --=-.;;;..;.. 

$ 600 

ENGER BROTHERS ESTIMATE:



Tree Removal (no stump grinding): $780 

Pine tree on north side of old Methodist parsonage. It is in the village right­

of-way. It is leaning more than it was. Franci Miller has also commented 

on the tree, stating it would take out the power line and land in their 

driveway if it were to fall over. 

+- t 200 ShuYf cru\Cllna
� 9BD�DD

STEVEN SPRAU ESTIMATE
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APRIL 10, 2022 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
President Allen Grussing called the meeting to order at 6:04 p.m. in the Bellflower Community Center 
Cafeteria, 104 West Center Street, Bellflower. 
 
The Meeting Notice and Agenda (copy attached) was posted on the Bellflower Community Center 
Exterior Bulletin Board on April 8, 2022, at 1:15 p.m. 
 
BOARD ATTENDANCE 
 Present: President Allen Grussing; Trustees Skee Aldrich, Teresa Drinkwater, Andrew Ellis, 

Steve Weiss, and Shane Zimmerman 
 Absent: Trustee Bart Lytel 
 Six of seven board members were present, which formed a quorum. 
VILLAGE OFFICIALS PRESENT – Clerk Herb Youngblood 
PUBLIC ATTENDANCE – Rob Brown 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Rob Brown wanted to confirm the 205 N Latcha St building structural reassessment by Farnsworth Group 
is scheduled for Wednesday, April 13, 2022, at approximately 1:30 p.m.  President Grussing confirmed 
and indicated he and Trustee Ellis would be in attendance. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
• Approve minutes of the regular meeting held on March 13, 2022 
• Approve expenditures during the period March 14, 2022, through April 10, 2022 
MOTION by Trustee Zimmerman to approve the foregoing consent agenda items.  Seconded by Trustee 
Ellis.  Vote 5 yes, -0- no.  Motion passed. 
 
POLICE ACTIVITIES 
President Grussing reported the following: 

• FY22-23 budget guidance received from the Village of Downs.  Monthly costs for police services 
and insurance will remain the same.  Fuel and vehicle maintenance will continue to be billed 
based on actual charges.  New charges will be added for body cameras and a new truck purchase.  
Billing is split between Downs 60%, Arrowsmith 20%, and Bellflower 20%.  We requested the 
body cameras and truck charges be billed monthly. 

• Chief Dingler received another call from John Short about destruction of trees on his property by 
a third party.  Mr. Short has yet to provide any photos or other physical evidence that would 
implicate a third party. 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
a. Project Status Report: 

• Community Center Maintenance – hallway restroom faucet repairs are complete.  Enger Brothers 
will check drain assembly in hallway women’s restroom. 

• Don Harden Field Maintenance – Enger Brothers will check restroom leaks and water fountain 
bubbler. 

• Equipment – 1986 plow truck bed relining estimate approved 3/13/2022.  No activity. 
• Library – toilet replacement approved 3/13/2022.  No activity. 
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• Municipal Code - Property Maintenance 
1) 201 W. South St. (Cler) – Judicial hearing on 3/31/2022 resulted in judge declaring 

property abandoned; Steve to prepare order.  If Cler does not respond by final hearing on 
6/2/2022, judge will issue deed to village. 

2) 205 N. Latcha St. (Brown) – a building structural reassessment by Farnsworth Group is 
scheduled for Wednesday, April 13, 2022, at approximately 1:30 p.m.  If Farnsworth 
advises the building is structurally sound, the demolition sign will be removed from the 
building. 

• Streets – removal of the pine tree on Hinshaw St is complete.  The stump cannot be removed as a 
gas line runs beneath the stump. 

b. Alleys – MFT gravel was purchased, delivered, and placed in alleys and street rights-of-way.  Thank 
you to:  1) Bellflower Township Highway Superintendent Marion Shelton for providing a short-term 
storage area for the gravel; 2) Trustee Ellis for coordinating rental of a tractor/loader; and 3) Trustees 
Ellis and Zimmerman for placing all gravel.  Debris in back yards adjacent to the alleys and tree limbs 
encroaching into the alleys were observed during the gravel placement. 

c. Pest Control – estimates from Greg Mears, Orkin, and Terminex were reviewed (copy attached).  
MOTION by Trustee Weiss to approve the Orkin agreement of $316 for the setup and first month 
followed by a $100 monthly charge.  Seconded by Trustee Aldrich.  Vote 5 yes, -0- no.  Motion 
passed. 

d. Water 
• Fire hydrant leak at Denny Miller property repaired.  A steel extension line had a rust leak; the 

pipe was repaired.  Similar installations should be reviewed/replaced.  Will check if Enger 
Brothers will do this type of work. 

• Water leak at 106 N Vine St was the property owners’ responsibility.  Enger Brothers repaired. 
• A check valve issue, previously thought to be causing excess water usage, appears to be working 

normally.  Possible causes of increasing water consumption include 1) people staying/working 
from home during the COVID-19 pandemic; and 2) occupancy of many village homes has 
transitioned from elderly single residents to multi-person families. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
a. Village Cleanup Day – scheduled for Saturday, June 25th with a July 2nd rain date.  Size and cost 

estimates for a second dumpster will be reviewed at the May board meeting. 
b. Community Center Rental Policy – the board confirmed that rental fees will not be discounted or 

waived for any individuals or groups, including school sanctioned groups. 
c. Zoning – In accordance with Bellflower Municipal Code §21.17.F, the Zoning Board of Appeals 

conducted a Public Hearing on April , 2022 to receive public comment and make recommendations to 
the Village Board for final disposition of two zoning map amendment requests. 

 
Request #2022-01 (Rectangular parcel bounded by North, Main, Marquis, and Latcha streets) 
Rezone from R-Residence District to P-Park District 
Public Comment and Discussion – None 
 
MOTION by Trustee Drinkwater to 1) accept the Zoning Board of Appeals recommendation (copy 
attached) to rezone the parcel from R-Residence District to P-Park District and 2) adopt Ordinance 
2022-01 “An Ordinance Authorizing a Zoning Map Amendment for Property Bounded by North, 
Main, Marquis, and Latcha Streets in the Village of Bellflower, McLean County, Illinois” (copy 
attached).  Seconded by Trustee Ellis.  Roll call vote:  Aye-Trustees Aldrich, Drinkwater, Ellis, 
Weiss, and Zimmerman; Nay-None; Absent-Trustee Lytel.  Summary:  Aye (5), Nay (0), Absent (1).  
Motion passed. 
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Request #2022-02 (Triangular parcel bounded by IL 54 and East Center Street) 
Rezone from A-Agriculture District to C2-General Commercial District 
Public Comment and Discussion – None 
 
MOTION by Trustee Ellis to 1) accept the Zoning Board of Appeals recommendation (copy attached) 
to rezone the parcel from A-Agriculture District to C2-General Commercial District and 2) adopt 
Ordinance 2022-02 “An Ordinance Authorizing a Zoning Map Amendment for Property Located at 
State Highway 54 and East Center Street in the Village of Bellflower, McLean County, Illinois” 
(copy attached).  Seconded by Trustee Aldrich.  Roll call vote:  Aye-Trustees Aldrich, Drinkwater, 
Ellis, Weiss, and Zimmerman; Nay-None; Absent-Trustee Lytel.  Summary:  Aye (5), Nay (0), 
Absent (1).  Motion passed. 

 
BOARD REPORTS 
Trustee Drinkwater – asked where Don Harden Field restroom keys are stored.  President Grussing 
responded the keys are inside the concession stand beside the field lights key.  All Farmer City Baseball 
coaches have a key to the concession stand. 
 
Trustee Ellis – Don Harden Field fences and backstop need cleanup and repair.  Trustee Zimmerman 
suggested asking Farmer City Baseball to address this.  Trustee Drinkwater added that the playground 
equipment needs updating at some point. 
 
Trustee Zimmerman – Jay Jewell asked who to call for surface drainage tile work, as he has had water in 
his basement.  Might be broken clay tiles, which may also affect men’s locker room flooding.  See if 
Brandon Chandler does this type of work. 
 
Trustee Weiss – Mike Cox asked if there would be any interest in a historical picture poster for July 4th 
which a friend of his would create.  President Grussing stated he was previously contacted by Mike about 
the idea, and Mike was referred to the Bellflower Historical Society.  The village has no interest in such a 
project. 
 
Clerk Youngblood - The Tax Computation Report for tax year 2021, to be paid in 2022, was filed in the 
McLean County Clerk’s Office on March 17, 2022 (copy attached). 
 
ADJOURN 
President Grussing adjourned the meeting at 7:30 p.m. until the regular meeting on Sunday, May 15, 2022, at 
6:00 p.m. 



VILLAGE OF BELLFLOWER, ILLINOIS 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 
MEETING NOTICE AND AGENDA 

FOR 

Posted – Bellflower Community Center Exterior Bulletin Board on 4/8/2022 at 1:15 p.m. 
2022-04-10 Meeting Notice and Agenda 

APRIL 10, 2022 
 

The next regular meeting of the Village of Bellflower Board of Trustees will be held Sunday, April 10, 
2022, at 6:00 p.m. in the Bellflower Community Center Cafeteria, 104 West Center Street, Bellflower. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
CONSENT AGENDA 

• Approve minutes of the regular meeting held on March 13, 2022 
• Approve expenditures during the period March 14, 2022 through April 10, 2022 

POLICE ACTIVITIES 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
a. Project Status Report 

• CC Maintenance – repairs to hallway restroom faucets are complete 
• Equipment – status of red plow truck bed relining 
• Library – status of replacing toilet 
• Municipal Code – review property maintenance violation status 

1) 201 W South St (Cler) 
2) 205 N Latcha St (Brown) 

• Streets – status of tree removal on Hinshaw St. 
b. Alleys – status of MFT rock purchase and placement 
c. Pest Control – status of new service estimates 
d. Water 

• Review leak status at fire hydrant near Denny Miller and 106 N Vine St 
• Discuss old iron water lines 
• Review check valve issue potentially causing excess water usage 

NEW BUSINESS 
a. Village Cleanup Day – discuss need for a second dumpster 
b. Community Center Rental Policy 
c. Zoning Map Amendment Requests from April 3, 2022 Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) Public Hearing: 

• Request #2022-01 (N Latcha St) – rezone from R-Residence District to P-Park District 
a. Act on ZBA recommendation 
b. If recommendation is accepted, adopt Ordinance 2022-01 “An Ordinance Authorizing a 

Zoning Map Amendment for Property Bounded by North, Main, Marquis, and Latcha Streets 
in the Village of Bellflower, McLean County, Illinois” 

• Request #2022-02 (IL 54/E Center St) - rezone from A-Agriculture District to C2-General 
Commercial District 
a. Act on ZBA recommendation 
b. If recommendation is accepted, adopt Ordinance 2022-02 “An Ordinance Authorizing a 

Zoning Map Amendment for Property Located at State Highway 54 and East Center Street in 
the Village of Bellflower, McLean County, Illinois” 

 
BOARD REPORTS 
 
ADJOURN – next regular meeting Sunday, May 15, 2022 
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ACTIVE PROJECTS 
DESCRIPTION ASSIGNED STATUS OF ACTIVE PROJECTS 

CC – exterior maintenance Grussing • A/C compressor pads – repair any sinking into ground (gym west side
locker room door)

• Cafeteria lobby exterior doors – replace
• Downspouts - splash blocks/gutter extensions needed
• Exterior doors – paint; 9/12/21 Glen Isaacs ??
• Front siding – power wash; 9/12/21 Glen Isaacs ??

CC – interior maintenance Grussing • Basement – replace stairwell exterior slanted roof and install interior
door over stairwell

• Gym Concession Stand – move refrigerator to DHF and replace
• Hallway Restroom (W) – repair sink drain assembly

Depot – install chimney cap; replace 
mesh screens installed near roofline 

Grussing • 5/3/20 added

Depot – replace flagpole, repair 
sinking sidewalk, repair deck boards 

Zimmerman 
Grussing 

• Flagpole – 9/11/21 awaiting concrete contractor status
• Deck – 8/8/21 lumber prices high

Don Harden Field Grussing • Concession Stand Exhaust fan – replace
• Concession Stand Refrigerator – transfer CC gym refrigerator here
• Concession Stand Upper west wall – replace rotten boards
• Fencing – 4/11/21 Farmer City Little League needs to inspect/repair

dugout fencing; 4/10/22 also backstop and outfield fencing
• Water – 4/10/22 restroom supply line leaks; repair fountain bubbler

Equipment Ellis • Mower pulled by tractor – 9/12/21 Ellis has repair parts
• Plow Truck – 3/13/22 bed relining approved
• Plow Truck – 3/13/22 plow blade needs replacement

Library  – replace trim around 
door and windows 

Grussing • 5/12/19 added

Library  – install new back door Grussing • 8/9/20 added
Library  upgrade bathroom with 
high-rise toilet, grab bar and new 
sink with vanity 

Grussing • 8/9/20 added
• 3/13/22 approved Enger Brothers installing new toilet obtained by

village
Municipal Code – create a digital 
version 

Youngblood • 1/12/20 added; 2/28/20 digitized “base” 1975 book
• 9/13/20 searched back through 5/1/1999 minutes looking for ordinance

updates, unable to find any more; ordinances missing from various years;
code book needs complete revision; need a platform to publish so owners
and residents can access

Municipal Code – property 
maintenance violations 

Grussing • 307 N East St (E Hobbs) – 3/25/22 sent notice; 4/11/22 will demo house
• E Kleinbeck St (Fischer) – 3/25/22 sent notice; 4/11/22 will complete

within 90 days 
• 709 E Kleinbeck St (Cash) – 2/11/20 sent notice; 3/25/22 sent request to

complete repairs; 3/29/22 will complete by 6/30/22
• 205 N Latcha St (Brown) – 7/11/21 need construction plans and engineer

structural report; 10/10/21 building permit will only be issued after plans
approved and McLean County approves septic; Brown wants to install
fiber optic but needs village agreement; 1/9/22 part of north and south
walls have collapsed; 2/11/22 received Farnsworth building assessment;
2/13/22 approved legal action; 2/25/22 sent demo notice; 4/13/22
Farnsworth reassessed/requested additional support lumber be installed

• Rt 54 (Bidner) – 2/11/20 sent notice; 3/16/22 emailed Heidi Bell about
Trent Butler’s interest in purchasing

• 105 N Prairie (Bateman/Ditchen) – 4/13/22 sent garbage notice
• 201 W South (Cler) – 11/14/21 Cler wants to donate parcel to the village;

12/12/21 board will accept if village attorney can secure deed, or village
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DESCRIPTION ASSIGNED STATUS OF ACTIVE PROJECTS 
will seek abandonment; 3/31/22 judicial hearing, no Cler response, 
Steve preparing abandonment order; final hearing 6/2/2022, if still no 
Cler response, judge will issue deed to village 

• 110 N Vine (Bennett) – 4/13/22 sent garbage notice; 4/20/22 will correct
Park – N Latcha St Grussing • 10/10/21 research transforming the parcel into a village park; 12/12/21

tile/waterway estimate needed from Dennis Martin; 1/9/22 Tharp and
Darwin Richmond will continue haying until further notice; 2/13/22
exploring grant and planning opportunities

Personnel – review/revise all job 
descriptions 

Youngblood • 7/12/20 added; board to review/revise all for FY21-22; add new
description for water hydrant flushing/locates/notices/turn on-off and
street drain cleaning

Streets – install signs and poles Zimmerman • 9/8/19 added; 9/12/21 no activity
Streets – ROW tree removal Grussing • 
Village Workday – 2022 Grussing • 9/12/21 is one trash dumpster enough?
Water – fire hydrants Grussing • 3/13/22 need repainting based on flow rate at each hydrant; 4/10/22

iron/steel extension service lines must be rust/leak checked and replaced
Water – replace payment box Grussing • 2/13/22 new box received; awaiting “concrete-pouring” weather
Water – tower pump house needs 
storage and security 

Grussing • 1/12/20 added
• 9/12/21 Pagel was to estimate and include bollards to protect gas line and

generator; 1/9/22 no Pagel response, need other vendor
Water – Wickboldt business Zimmerman • 7/12/20 added; business garden watering causes high usage

• 9/12/21 still awaiting plumber certification that a backflow preventer is
properly installed for the business; 11/14/21 separate line will be
installed, at customer expense, in Spring for the business with billing
based on water meter usage

Wind Farm Income Grussing • 2/27/22 first meeting to discuss possible usage

INACTIVE PROJECTS 
DESCRIPTION ASSIGNED STATUS OF INACTVE PROJECTS 

CC – cafeteria kitchen walls and 
storeroom, lobby, and bathrooms 
need repainting 

• 9/8/19 added
• 11/10/19 Jeff Freden estimates presented; defer until lobby mold is

remediated; 10/18/20 mold work complete, need new estimate
CC – gym ceiling paint flaking off • 11/8/20 added
Library  – replace posts/handrails • 8/9/20 added

• 8/8/21 Pagel recommended waiting until material prices decrease
Municipal Code – adopt 
International Property Maintenance 
Code 

Youngblood • 4/5/20 added
• 7/12/20 table until 2021 update is released, then purchase and attorney

will prepare ordinance to incorporate the IPMC into our municipal code
Municipal Code – vehicle violations Grussing • 5/12/19 added

• 12/12/21 letter needed for Brian Thomas; 1/9/22 Troy Jamison
unregistered vehicles on street

Park – Shorty Lykins • 7/14/19 added; new tree(s) needed; 8/10/20 received donation from
Historical Society

Village Garage • 1/10/21 building needs to be replaced; include restrooms, heat, and water
(NOTE:  may have environmental hazard with a buried fuel tank)

Water – replace secondary well • 12/12/21 incorporate in future planning



Pest Control Comparison

Company
First Month 

Setup Charge
Total Per 

Billing Period
Billing 

Frequency Annual Total

Greg Mears 0.00 170.00 Monthly 2,040.00 $170 X 12

Orkin 316.00 100.00 Monthly 1,416.00 ($100 X 11) + $316

Terminex 0.00 370.00 Quarterly 1,480.00 $370 X 4
   Community Center = $150/quarter
   Library = $110/quarter
   Depot = $110/quarter
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MAY 15, 2022 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
President Allen Grussing called the meeting to order at 6:07 p.m. in the Bellflower Community Center 
Cafeteria, 104 West Center Street, Bellflower. 
 
The Meeting Notice and Agenda (copy attached) was posted on the Bellflower Community Center 
Exterior Bulletin Board on May 13, 2022, at 4:15 p.m. 
 
BOARD ATTENDANCE 
 Present: President Allen Grussing; Trustees Skee Aldrich, Teresa Drinkwater, Andrew Ellis, 

Bart Lytel, Steve Weiss, and Shane Zimmerman 
 Absent: None 
 Seven of seven board members were present, which formed a quorum. 
VILLAGE OFFICIALS PRESENT – Clerk Herb Youngblood 
PUBLIC ATTENDANCE – None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
• Approve minutes of the regular meeting held on April 10, 2022 
• Approve expenditures during the period April 11, 2022, through May 15, 2022 
MOTION by Trustee Weiss to approve the foregoing consent agenda items.  Seconded by Trustee 
Aldrich.  Vote 6 yes, -0- no.  Motion passed. 
 
POLICE ACTIVITIES 
No report. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
a. Project Status Report: 

• Community Center Maintenance – repairs to drain assembly in hallway women’s restroom is 
complete. 

• Depot – flagpole installation and concrete repair pending Brandon Chandler estimate. 
• Don Harden Field Maintenance – restroom leaks repaired; Enger Brothers investigating repairs 

for water fountain bubbler. 
• Equipment – 1986 plow truck bed relining in process. 
• Library – toilet replacement approved 3/13/2022; no activity. 
• Municipal Code - Property Maintenance 

1) Bateman (105 N Prairie) – 4/13/2022 garbage/refuse letter sent; no response. 
2) Bennett (110 N Vine) – 4/13/2022 garbage/refuse letter sent; some activity. 
3) Bidner (Rt 54) – 2/11/2020 sent violation letter, no activity; 3/16/2022 emailed Heidi Bell 

about Trent Butler’s interest in purchasing; no activity. 
4) Brown (Alley adjacent to Rob Brown Residence) – Brown blocks alley with trailers and 

equipment.  President Grussing asked to get estimates for survey to determine village alley 
boundaries.  It was noted that this village alley was once a village street. 

5) Brown (205 N Latcha St) – Brown completed Farnsworth bracing requests; demo sign 
removed.  Next steps? 
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6) Cash (709 E Kleinbeck St) – 2/11/2020 sent violation letter; some activity; 3/25/2022 sent 
request to complete repairs; 3/29/2022 committed to 6/30/2022 completion; no activity. 

7) Cler (201 W South St) – final judicial hearing set for 6/2/2022; if no Cler response, judge 
will issue deed to village. 

8) Fischer (E Kleinbeck St) – 3/25/2022 sent violation letter; said he would work on it; no 
activity. 

9) Erin Hobbs (307 N East St) – 3/25/2022 sent violation letter; needs 90 days; no activity. 
• Street sign/pole installation – no activity. 
• Village Workday – MOTION by Trustee Drinkwater to accept Knight Environmental estimate for 

two 30-yard dumpsters @ $550 each = $1,100.  Seconded by Trustee Lytel.  Vote 6 yes; -0- no.  
Motion passed. 

• Water Payment Box – awaiting Brandon Chandler concrete estimate. 
• Wickboldt Business Water Line – board confirmed the expectation that a separate water line be 

installed for the business by Enger Brothers, with a water meter and backflow preventer attached, 
to be paid for by Wickboldt.  Per Trustee Ellis, his father stated an old ordinance exempted home 
businesses that existed when the ordinance was passed, which was pre-Wickboldt.  Problem – 
where is a copy of the approved ordinance? 

• Surface Drainage Tile near Community Center – possibly broken; might affect men’s locker 
room flooding; no activity. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
a. Annual Library Report – received (copy attached). 
b. ARPA Funding – 4/30/2022 mandatory reporting completed.  The second and final distribution of 

$23,406 is expected this summer. 
c. Mowing – board dissatisfied with Arlen Andjelich; bad property appearance; way he mows is wrong; 

village mower seen at his house.  President Grussing will check with Myron Shelton and Kevin 
Miller regarding interest in the exterior maintenance position. 

d. FY22-23 Salary Schedule – raising hourly worker wage rate from $13 to $14.  MOTION by Trustee 
Ellis to adopt Ordinance 2022-03 “An Ordinance Establishing the Salary Schedule to be Used during 
the Fiscal Year beginning May 1, 2022 and Ending April 30, 2023” (copy attached).  Seconded by 
Trustee Weiss.  Roll call vote:  Aye-Trustees Aldrich, Drinkwater, Ellis, Lytel, Weiss, and 
Zimmerman; Nay-None; Absent-None.  Summary:  Aye (6), Nay (0), Absent (0).  Motion passed. 

e. Zoning Board of Appeals Membership – appointing Jeff Harden to replace Jonathan Kumler, and 
reappointing Franci Miller.  MOTION by Trustee Zimmerman to adopt Resolution R2022-01 “A 
Resolution Appointing/Reappointing Members of the Zoning Board of Appeals” (copy attached).  
Seconded by Trustee Ellis.  Roll call vote:  Aye-Trustees Aldrich, Drinkwater, Ellis, Lytel, Weiss, 
and Zimmerman; Nay-None; Absent-None.  Summary:  Aye (6), Nay (0), Absent (0).  Motion passed. 

f. MFT Tree Removals – President Grussing shared a map of potential tree removals to be funded with 
MFT money (copy attached). 

g. FY22-23 MFT Expenditures – MOTION by Trustee Lytel to adopt Resolution R2022-02 “A 
Resolution for Maintenance Under the Illinois Highway Code for Fiscal Year 22-23” (copy attached).  
Seconded by Trustee Drinkwater.  Roll call vote:  Aye-Trustees Aldrich, Drinkwater, Ellis, Lytel, 
Weiss, and Zimmerman; Nay-None; Absent-None.  Summary:  Aye (6), Nay (0), Absent (0).  Motion 
passed. 

h. Dennis Martin Estimates 
• Surface drainage repairs at/near N Latcha St park – President Grussing was asked to confirm that 

all waterways will be covered with rock and not left with soil only.  Estimate will be reviewed at 
the next meeting. 

• Demo Cler property – MOTION by Trustee Lytel to approve Dennis Martin Excavating estimate 
(copy attached) for the Jordan Cler property at 201 W South St, to be executed only after the 
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village receives title to the property by a judicial deed.  $8,600 to demo and haul away 2-story 
house, foundation, and dead trees, and seeding; $2,500 to demo and haul away shed.  Seconded 
by Trustee Ellis.  Roll call vote:  Aye-Trustees Aldrich, Drinkwater, Ellis, Lytel, Weiss, and 
Zimmerman; Nay-None; Absent-None.  Summary:  Aye (6), Nay (0), Absent (0).  Motion passed. 

i. Surface Drainage at 206 W Kleinbeck St – no action at current time. 
 
BOARD REPORTS 
President Grussing 

• Kids have been accessing the Community Center before the school bus arrives.  Security cameras 
showed use of the front door combo lock.  As a result, all building access codes were changed, 
and no incidents have been seen subsequently.  The front door key lock also needs to be changed, 
and the board agreed. 

• Late water bill letters need to be sent; the process needs to be explained to the water billing clerk. 
• Some of the white banquet tables used in the Community Center need to be replaced. 
• A brief overview was presented for July 3-4 plans. 

 
Trustee Zimmerman – asked Clerk Youngblood to discuss with our auditor how to account for future 
wind farm income.  Are there any restrictions for what account the money is deposited into?  Is the money 
treated as any other income received by the village?  Must the money be used for specific projects? 
 
Trustee Drinkwater 

• Wind farm gravel trucks are speeding on the spur (State St between IL 54 and US 136).  President 
Grussing will contact the wind farm construction lead. 

• What is the process for Farmer City Little League to paint fences and do other work on Don 
Harden Field?  They must either submit a proposal to the Mayor for presentation at a village 
board meeting, or make the presentation in person at a village board meeting. 

 
Trustee Weiss 

• May be out of town at the June board meeting. 
• Requested rock be placed on the right-of-way in front of his house when the next project occurs.  

Trustee Lytel also voiced the same request. 
 
ADJOURN 
President Grussing adjourned the meeting at 8:50 p.m. until the regular meeting on Sunday, June 12, 2022, at 
6:00 p.m. 
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ACTIVE PROJECTS 
DESCRIPTION ASSIGNED STATUS OF ACTIVE PROJECTS 

CC – exterior maintenance Grussing • A/C compressor pads – repair any sinking into ground (gym west side 
locker room door) 

• Cafeteria lobby exterior doors – replace 
• Downspouts - splash blocks/gutter extensions needed 
• Exterior doors – 9/12/21 Glen Isaacs to paint 
• Front siding – 9/12/21 Glen Isaacs to power wash 

CC – interior maintenance Grussing • Basement – replace stairwell exterior slanted roof and install interior 
door over stairwell 

• Men’s locker room floods 
• Gym Concession Stand – move refrigerator to DHF and replace 

Depot – install chimney cap; replace 
mesh screens installed near roofline 

Grussing • 5/3/20 added 

Depot – replace flagpole, repair 
sinking sidewalk, repair deck boards 

Zimmerman 
Grussing 

• Flagpole – 9/11/21 awaiting concrete contractor status 
• Deck – 8/8/21 lumber prices high 

Don Harden Field Grussing • Concession Stand Exhaust fan – replace 
• Concession Stand Refrigerator – transfer CC gym refrigerator here 
• Concession Stand Upper west wall – replace rotten boards 
• Fencing – 4/11/21 Farmer City Little League needs to inspect/repair 

dugout fencing; 4/10/22 also backstop and outfield fencing 
• Water – 5/15/22 Enger reviewing repairs for fountain bubbler 

Equipment Ellis • Mower pulled by tractor – 9/12/21 Ellis has repair parts 
• Plow Truck – 3/13/22 bed relining approved; 5/15/22 in process 
• Plow Truck – 3/13/22 plow blade needs replacement 

Library  – replace trim around 
door and windows 

Grussing • 5/12/19 added 

Library  – install new back door Grussing • 8/9/20 added 
Library  upgrade bathroom with 
high-rise toilet, grab bar and new 
sink with vanity 

Grussing • 8/9/20 added 
• 3/13/22 approved Enger Brothers installing new toilet obtained by 

village 
Municipal Code – create a digital 
version 

Youngblood • 1/12/20 added; 2/28/20 digitized “base” 1975 book 
• 9/13/20 searched back through 5/1/1999 minutes looking for ordinance 

updates, unable to find any more; ordinances missing from various years; 
code book needs complete revision; need a platform to publish so owners 
and residents can access 

Municipal Code – property 
maintenance violations 

Grussing • Bateman/Ditchen (105 N Prairie) – 4/13/22 sent garbage notice 
• Bennett (110 N Vine) – 4/13/22 sent garbage notice; 4/20/22 will correct 
• Bidner (Rt 54) – 2/11/20 sent notice; 3/16/22 emailed Heidi Bell about 

Trent Butler’s interest in purchasing 
• Brown (alley next to residence) – 5/15/22 blocks alley with trailers and 

equipment; need to do boundary survey and enforce alley 
• Brown (205 N Latcha St) – 7/11/21 need construction plans and engineer 

structural report; 10/10/21 building permit will only be issued after plans 
approved and McLean County approves septic; Brown wants to install 
fiber optic but needs village agreement; 5/15/22 completed Farnsworth 
bracing requests, demo sign removed, next steps? 

• Cash (709 E Kleinbeck St) – 2/11/20 sent notice; 3/25/22 sent request to 
complete repairs; 3/29/22 will complete by 6/30/22 

• Cler (201 W South) – 11/14/21 Cler wants to donate parcel to the village; 
12/12/21 board will accept if village attorney can secure deed, or village 
will seek abandonment; 6/2/22 final judicial hearing scheduled, no Cler 
response will result in judicial deed to village 
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DESCRIPTION ASSIGNED STATUS OF ACTIVE PROJECTS 
• Fischer (E Kleinbeck St) – 3/25/22 sent notice; 4/11/22 will complete 

within 90 days 
• E Hobbs (307 N East St) – 3/25/22 sent notice; 4/11/22 will demo house 

Park – N Latcha St Grussing • 10/10/21 research transforming the parcel into a village park; 12/12/21 
tile/waterway estimate needed from Dennis Martin; 1/9/22 Tharp and 
Darwin Richmond will continue haying until further notice; 2/13/22 
exploring grant and planning opportunities 

Personnel – review/revise all job 
descriptions 

Youngblood • 7/12/20 added; board to review/revise all for FY21-22; add new 
description for water hydrant flushing/locates/notices/turn on-off and 
street drain cleaning 

Streets – install signs and poles Zimmerman • 9/8/19 added; 9/12/21 no activity 
Streets – ROW tree removal Grussing • 5/15/22 some included in FY22-23 MFT program 
Village Workday – 2022 Grussing • 5/15/22 village will provide coffee/donuts, 2 dumpsters, lunch 
Water – fire hydrants Grussing • 3/13/22 need repainting based on flow rate at each hydrant; 4/10/22 

iron/steel extension service lines must be rust/leak checked and replaced 
Water – replace payment box Grussing • 2/13/22 new box received; awaiting install estimate 
Water – tower pump house needs 
storage and security 

Grussing • 1/12/20 added 
• 9/12/21 Pagel was to estimate and include bollards to protect gas line and 

generator; 1/9/22 no Pagel response, need other vendor 
Water – Wickboldt business Zimmerman • 7/12/20 added; business garden watering causes high usage 

• 5/15/22 separate line for business, with meter and backflow preventer, 
must be installed by Enger at customer expense. 

Wind Farm Income Grussing • 2/27/22 first meeting to discuss possible usage 
 
INACTIVE PROJECTS 

DESCRIPTION ASSIGNED STATUS OF INACTVE PROJECTS 
CC – cafeteria kitchen walls and 
storeroom, lobby, and bathrooms 
need repainting 

 • 9/8/19 added 
• 11/10/19 Jeff Freden estimates presented; defer until lobby mold is 

remediated; 10/18/20 mold work complete, need new estimate 
CC – gym ceiling paint flaking off  • 11/8/20 added 
Library  – replace posts/handrails  • 8/9/20 added 

• 8/8/21 Pagel recommended waiting until material prices decrease 
Municipal Code – adopt 
International Property Maintenance 
Code 

Youngblood • 4/5/20 added 
• 7/12/20 table until 2021 update is released, then purchase and attorney 

will prepare ordinance to incorporate the IPMC into our municipal code 
Municipal Code – vehicle violations Grussing • 5/12/19 added 

• 12/12/21 letter needed for Brian Thomas; 1/9/22 Troy Jamison 
unregistered vehicles on street 

Park – Shorty Lykins  • 7/14/19 added; new tree(s) needed; 8/10/20 received donation from 
Historical Society 

Village Garage  • 1/10/21 building needs to be replaced; include restrooms, heat, and water 
(NOTE:  may have environmental hazard with a buried fuel tank) 

Water – replace secondary well  • 12/12/21 incorporate in future planning 
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VILLAGE OF BELLFLOWER, ILLINOIS 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 
MINUTES 

2022-06-12 Minutes – Approved on July 10, 2022  Page 1 of 2 

JUNE 12, 2022 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
President Allen Grussing called the meeting to order at 6:04 p.m. in the Bellflower Community Center 
Cafeteria, 104 West Center Street, Bellflower. 
 
The Meeting Notice and Agenda (copy attached) was posted on the Bellflower Community Center 
Exterior Bulletin Board on June 10, 2022, at 4:00 p.m. 
 
BOARD ATTENDANCE 
 Present: President Allen Grussing; Trustees Skee Aldrich (at 6:08 p.m.), Teresa Drinkwater, 

Andrew Ellis, Steve Weiss, and Shane Zimmerman 
 Absent: Bart Lytel 
 Five of seven board members were present at 6:04 p.m., which formed a quorum. 
VILLAGE OFFICIALS PRESENT – Clerk Herb Youngblood 
PUBLIC ATTENDANCE – None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
• Approve minutes of the regular meeting held on May 15, 2022 
• Approve expenditures during the period May 16, 2022, through June 12, 2022 
MOTION by Trustee Drinkwater to approve the foregoing consent agenda items.  Seconded by Trustee 
Weiss.  Vote 4 yes, -0- no.  Motion passed. 
 
Trustee Aldrich arrived at 6:08 p.m. 
 
POLICE ACTIVITIES 

• President Grussing spoke with Invenergy about seemingly excessive truck traffic and speeding 
trucks.  Invenergy purchased a speed gun to measure truck speed, has warned the trucks about the 
streets to use and speed limit, and has asked the McLean County Sheriff to patrol the area roads.  
Gravel truck activity should be winding down as the actual wind tower construction has begun. 

• DHField Concession Stand serving window kicked in. 
• Community Center outside combination locks show possible vandalism. 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
a. Project Status Report: 

• Depot – waiting on flagpole installation and concrete repair estimates; Brandon Chandler has not 
responded after many requests; Shaun Windle says he will come by next week. 

• Don Harden Field Maintenance – concession stand fan replaced; Enger Brothers investigating 
repairs for water fountain bubbler. 

• Equipment – 1986 plow truck bed relining complete. 
• Library – toilet replacement approved 3/13/2022; no activity. 
• Municipal Code - Property Maintenance 

1) Bateman (105 N Prairie) – in progress. 
2) Bennett (110 N Vine) – prior activity, then stopped. 
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3) Bidner (Rt 54) – no longer selling property; transferring to a family member; Heidi Bell 
needs to receive legal notice. 

4) Brown (Alley on East side of Rob Brown Residence) – McLean County GIS map (copy 
attached) shows the road, previously thought to be a Village alley, is actually located on a 
parcel owned by Evergreen FS.  The Village has no control over the roadway and will not 
be responsible for any maintenance to the roadway.  The Village has a right-of-way on the 
east side of the residence beginning at Marquis Street and running south ending at the 
Evergreen FS property line. 

5) Brown (205 N Latcha St) – Reassessment invoice to be sent to Brown for reimbursement of 
one-half the cost.  Legal letter needs to be issued requesting Brown submit building permit 
along with construction timeline and approved septic plans or further legal action. 

6) Cash (709 E Kleinbeck St) – no activity. 
7) Cler (201 W South St) – property deeded to Village; awaiting physical paper copies. 
8) Fischer (E Kleinbeck St) – no activity. 
9) Erin Hobbs (307 N East St) – house demolished. 

• Street sign/pole installation – signs on hand are various sizes.  Trustee Zimmerman will send 
President Grussing a list of needs.  President Grussing will speak with Farmer City and McLean 
County about sign requirements and vendors. 

• Water Payment Box – pending estimates. 
• Wickboldt Business Water Line – send 2 bills on July 1 (home and business).  Need to meet with 

Wickboldt to discuss board expectations for separate line with meter and backflow preventer, all 
installed under Village supervision and paid for by Wickboldt. 

b. Mowing – Arlen Andjelich must be replaced.  Myron Shelton not interested.  Kevin Miller no 
response.  Chad Thomas interested.  Clayton Stevens sent flat contract estimate.  More to come. 

c. Surface Drainage Tiles 
• Near Community Center – Dennis Martin to check and advise. 
• 206 W Kleinbeck (Mark Bennett) – will ask Dennis Martin to check and advise. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
a. FY22-23 Budget – MOTION by Trustee Aldrich to adopt Resolution R2022-03 “A Resolution 

Adopting a Budget for Fiscal Year 2022-2023” (copy attached).  Seconded by Trustee Ellis.  Roll call 
vote:  Aye-Trustees Aldrich, Drinkwater, Ellis, Weiss, and Zimmerman; Nay-None; Absent-Trustee 
Lytel.  Summary:  Aye (5), Nay (0), Absent (1).  Motion passed. 

b. FY22-23 Appropriation – MOTION by Trustee Aldrich to adopt Ordinance 2022-04 “Appropriation 
Ordinance for 2022-2023” (copy attached).  Seconded by Trustee Ellis.  Roll call vote:  Aye-Trustees 
Aldrich, Drinkwater, Ellis, Weiss, and Zimmerman; Nay-None; Absent-Trustee Lytel.  Summary:  
Aye (5), Nay (0), Absent (1).  Motion passed.  [Subsequently filed in the McLean County Clerk’s 
Office on June 28, 2022.] 

c. Surface drainage repairs at/near N Latcha St park – President Grussing speaking with Dennis Martin 
regarding rock covering all waterways vs soil; all will require future maintenance; which is best? 

d. Community Center “Lean-To” Roof – SK Exteriors provided estimate, but not prevailing wage.  
Possibly replace box vents with roof fans.  What about Dale McCumsey in Farmer City who did the 
Depot roof, or Joel Doss? 

 
BOARD REPORTS 
Trustee Ellis replaced a number of broken/nearly-broken bleacher boards at DHField. 
 
ADJOURN 
President Grussing adjourned the meeting at 7:50 p.m. until the regular meeting on Sunday, July 10, 2022, at 
6:00 p.m. 















































VILLAGE OF BELLFLOWER, ILLINOIS 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 
MINUTES 

2022-07-10 Minutes – Approved on August 14, 2022  Page 1 of 3 

JULY 10, 2022 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
President Allen Grussing called the meeting to order at 6:06 p.m. in the Bellflower Community Center 
Cafeteria, 104 West Center Street, Bellflower. 
 
The Meeting Notice and Agenda (copy attached) was posted on the Bellflower Community Center 
Exterior Bulletin Board on July 8, 2022, at 4:15 p.m. 
 
BOARD ATTENDANCE 
 Present: President Allen Grussing; Trustees Skee Aldrich, Teresa Drinkwater, Andrew Ellis, 

Bart Lytel, Steve Weiss, and Shane Zimmerman 
 Absent: None 
 Seven of seven board members were present, which formed a quorum. 
VILLAGE OFFICIALS PRESENT – Clerk Herb Youngblood 
PUBLIC ATTENDANCE – None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
• Approve minutes of the regular meeting held on June 12, 2022 
• Approve expenditures during the period June 13, 2022, through July 10, 2022 
MOTION by Trustee Drinkwater to approve the foregoing consent agenda items.  Seconded by Trustee 
Aldrich.  Vote 6 yes, -0- no.  Motion passed. 
 
POLICE ACTIVITIES 
Discussion about speeding vehicles on N State St, especially during the 6:30 a.m. to 7:30 a.m. period. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
a. Project Status Report: 

• Community Center “Lean-To” Roof – no responses on estimates. 
• Depot – no response from either Brandon Chandler or Shaun Windle about flagpole installation 

and concrete repair estimates.  MOTION by Trustee Lytel to accept Mayfield Construction $850 
estimate (copy attached) for Depot work and installation of new water payment box.  Seconded 
by Trustee Ellis.  Vote 6 yes, -0- no.  Motion passed. 

• Don Harden Field Maintenance – no activity on water fountain bubbler repair. 
• Library – no activity on replacing toilet approved 3/13/2022. 
• Municipal Code - Property Maintenance 

1) Bateman (105 N Prairie) – COMPLETE 
2) Bennett (110 N Vine) – COMPLETE 
3) Bidner (Rt 54) – no longer selling property as transferring to a family member; no 

noticeable cleanup activity; send attorney legal notice to Heidi Bell. 
4) Brown (Alley on East side of Rob Brown Residence) – COMPLETE; no further action. 
5) Brown (205 N Latcha St) – 6/17/2022 sent invoice to Brown for reimbursement of one-half 

the cost of Farnsworth reassessment on 4/13/2022.  Now that the building is no longer an 
imminent danger to the community, what legal action can be pursued to improve the 
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building appearance, and remind Brown that improvements will require a building permit 
along with construction timeline and approved septic plans? 

6) Cash (709 E Kleinbeck St) – need rest of the summer to complete; no activity. 
7) Cler (201 W South St) – 6/3/2022 judicial deed issued to Village; COMPLETE 
8) Fischer (E Kleinbeck St) – no activity. 
9) Erin Hobbs (307 N East St) – COMPLETE 

• Street sign/pole installation – Trustee Zimmerman sent President Grussing an inventory of needed 
signs.  President Grussing will speak with Farmer City and McLean County about sign 
requirements and vendors. 

• Surplus Property (201 W South St; formerly Cler) – 6/3/2022 judicial deed issued to Village; 
awaiting Dennis Martin demo approved 5/15/2022. 

• Water Payment Box – Mayfield Construction estimate approved above under “Depot.” 
• Wickboldt Business Water Line – no activity. 

b. Mowing 
• No response from Kevin Miller.  MOTION by Trustee Ellis to hire Chad Thomas as a 

replacement for Arlen Andjelich effective 8/1/2022 for the rest of the 2022 mowing season.  
Seconded by Trustee Lytel.  Vote 6 yes, -0- no.  Motion passed. 

• Janet Zimmerman indicates the township cemetery mower may be for sale. 
c. Surface Drainage Tiles 

• Near Community Center – Dennis Martin to check and advise. 
• 206 W Kleinbeck (Mark Bennett) – Dennis Martin to check and advise. 
• N Latcha St Park – awaiting Dennis Martin response about rock vs soil on waterway. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
a. Water System 

• Quality Issues – Dave/Susie Cline reported dirty water.  Mitch Yeadon checked and reported the 
current flushing hydrant located near the corner of E Kleinbeck St and Rt 54 is broken, thus 
preventing periodic line flushing of the water main supplying water to the Cline residence.  Enger 
Brothers estimated $9,500 to replace the flushing hydrant with a new full-size hydrant.  President 
Grussing individually polled all trustees by email on 7/1/2022 for approval to accept the Enger 
Brothers $9,500 estimate (copy of email conversation attached).  Vote:  Yes-Trustees Drinkwater, 
Ellis, Lytel, Weiss, and Zimmerman; No-None; No Response-Trustee Aldrich.  Summary:  Yes 
(5), No (-0-), No Response (1).  Estimate approved. 

• Hydrant Flushing – Board consensus was that all hydrants must be flushed monthly.  Trustee 
Lytel suggested, and the board agreed, that the backup well at Alliance Grain should be activated 
every flushing day to 1) assist in reducing stress on the main well; 2) ensure the backup well 
functions on a routine basis; and 3) increase water movement at this well location. President 
Grussing will convey these directives to Mitch Yeadon and Myron Shelton. 

• Water Tank Cleaning – due in 2022.  President Grussing has discussed with Farnsworth and will 
also contact Liquid Engineering who performed the service in the past. 

 
BOARD REPORTS 
President Grussing 

• DH Field Concession Stand-mice inflict damage to the refrigerator; will ask Orkin about adding 
the Concession Stand to our contract. 

• Community Center Cafeteria Equipment – Bob and Susan Rhode plan to donate a professional 
food processor. 

• Community Center Chair/Table Use – complaints have been received since the board suggested 
on 3/13/2022 that a donation should be received for use of tables and/or chairs outside of the 
Community Center.  MOTION by Trustee Lytel to adopt a policy that Community Center tables 
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and/or chairs are no longer available for use outside of the Community Center.  Seconded by 
Trustee Weiss.  Vote 6 yes, -0- no.  Motion passed. 

• Water Consumer Confidence Report – posted 6/22/2022 at the Community Center Exterior 
Bulletin Board, Bellflower Community Library, and U.S. Post Office. 

• Depot – completed repairs to the restroom faucets (replaced both aerators) and HVAC (outside 
compressor capacitor and indoor thermostat replaced). 

 
Trustee Zimmerman 

• July 4th events were successful. 
• Gym roof, north of the vent pipe on the east side, appears “not right.” 

 
Trustee Ellis 

• Received complaints about the 7/4 parade route on N State St; dangerous. 
• Dead trees in Village right-of-way – President Grussing awaiting estimates from Glad’s. 

 
Trustee Drinkwater 

• Holes in the ground around DH ball field, concession stand, and village garage. 
• 7/4 concession stand hours – nothing immediately after firemen’s lunch, and shut down too early 

before fireworks. 
 
Trustee Lytel - 7/4 trolley tours received good reviews as well as enthusiasm for the new N Latcha St 
park. 
 
Trustee Aldrich - wondering about the relative fireworks cost for the WELCOME sign vs additional 
overhead fireworks; would prefer overhead fireworks and eliminate the WELCOME sign.  President 
Grussing will check with the fireworks provider. 
 
Clerk Youngblood – at the 5/15/2022 meeting, Trustee Zimmerman asked for auditor clarification about 
any restrictions which might apply to receiving, spending, and/or reporting on future wind farm income.  
On 6/20/2022 auditor Stan Feller replied (copy attached) that the money is general fund money and does 
not require any special treatment. 
 
ADJOURN 
President Grussing adjourned the meeting at 7:40 p.m. until the regular meeting on Sunday, August 14, 2022, at 
6:00 p.m. 



VILLAGE OF BELLFLOWER, ILLINOIS 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 
MEETING NOTICE AND AGENDA 

FOR 

Posted – Bellflower Community Center Exterior Bulletin Board on 7/8/2022 at 4:15 p.m. 
2022-07-10 Meeting Notice and Agenda 

JULY 10, 2022 
 

The next regular meeting of the Village of Bellflower Board of Trustees will be held Sunday, July 10, 2022, 
at 6:00 p.m. in the Bellflower Community Center Cafeteria, 104 West Center Street, Bellflower. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
CONSENT AGENDA 

• Approve minutes of the regular meeting held on June 12, 2022 
• Approve expenditures during the period June 13, 2022 through July 10, 2022 

POLICE ACTIVITIES 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
a. Project Status Report 

• Community Center “Lean-To” Roof 
• Depot – status of flagpole installation and concrete repair 
• Don Harden Field Maintenance – status of repairs to water fountain bubbler 
• Library – status of replacing toilet 
• Municipal Code – review property maintenance violation status 

1) Bateman (105 N Prairie) - COMPLETE 
2) Bennett (110 N Vine) - COMPLETE 
3) Bidner (Rt 54) 
4) Brown (Alley adjacent to Residence) - COMPLETE 
5) Brown (205 N Latcha) 
6) Cash (709 E Kleinbeck) 
7) Cler (201 W South) - COMPLETE 
8) Fischer (E Kleinbeck) 
9) Hobbs, E (307 N East) - COMPLETE 

• Streets – status of street sign/pole installation 
• Water Payment Box – review installation status 
• Water for Wickboldt Business – review status 

b. Mowing 
c. Surface drainage 

• Near Community Center 
• 206 W Kleinbeck St 
• N Latcha St Park 

NEW BUSINESS 
a. Water Quality Issues 
 
BOARD REPORTS 
 
ADJOURN – next regular meeting Sunday, August 14, 2022 
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ACTIVE PROJECTS 
DESCRIPTION ASSIGNED STATUS OF ACTIVE PROJECTS 

CC – exterior maintenance Grussing • A/C compressor pads – repair any sinking into ground (gym west side 
locker room door) 

• Cafeteria lobby exterior doors – replace 
• Downspouts - splash blocks/gutter extensions needed 

CC – interior maintenance Grussing • Basement – replace stairwell exterior slanted roof and install interior 
door over stairwell 

• Men’s locker room floods 
• Gym Concession Stand – refrigerator moved to DHF; replace 

Depot – install chimney cap; replace 
mesh screens installed near roofline 

Grussing • 5/3/20 added 

Depot – replace flagpole, repair 
sinking sidewalk, repair deck boards 

Zimmerman 
Grussing 

• Flagpole – 7/10/22 Mayfield estimate approved 
• Deck – 8/8/21 lumber prices high 

Don Harden Field Grussing • Concession Stand Upper west wall – replace rotten boards 
• Fencing – 4/11/21 Farmer City Little League needs to inspect/repair 

dugout fencing; 4/10/22 also backstop and outfield fencing 
• Water – 5/15/22 Enger reviewing repairs for fountain bubbler 

Equipment Ellis • Mower pulled by tractor – 9/12/21 Ellis has repair parts 
• Plow Truck – 3/13/22 plow blade needs replacement 

Library  – replace trim around 
door and windows 

Grussing • 5/12/19 added 

Library  – install new back door Grussing • 8/9/20 added 
Library  upgrade bathroom with 
high-rise toilet, grab bar and new 
sink with vanity 

Grussing • 8/9/20 added 
• 3/13/22 approved Enger Brothers installing new toilet obtained by 

village 
Municipal Code – create a digital 
version 

Youngblood • 1/12/20 added; 2/28/20 digitized “base” 1975 book 
• 9/13/20 searched back through 5/1/1999 minutes looking for ordinance 

updates, unable to find any more; ordinances missing from various years; 
code book needs complete revision; need a platform to publish so owners 
and residents can access 

Municipal Code – property 
maintenance violations 

Grussing • Andjelich (102 N Vine) – 6/17/22 sent notice 
• Bidner (Rt 54) – 2/11/20 sent notice; 3/16/22 emailed Heidi Bell about 

Trent Butler’s interest in purchasing; 6/12/22 not selling; send notice 
• Brown (205 N Latcha St) – 7/11/21 need construction plans and engineer 

structural report; 10/10/21 building permit will only be issued after plans 
approved and McLean County approves septic; Brown wants to install 
fiber optic but needs village agreement; 5/15/22 completed Farnsworth 
bracing requests, demo sign removed; 6/17 sent reassess invoice 

• Cash (709 E Kleinbeck St) – 2/11/20 sent notice; 3/25/22 sent request to 
complete repairs; 3/29/22 will complete by 6/30/22; 6/12/22 no activity 

• Fischer (E Kleinbeck St) – 3/25/22 sent notice; 4/11/22 will complete 
within 90 days; 6/12/22 no activity 

Park – N Latcha St Grussing • 10/10/21 research transforming the parcel into a village park; 1/9/22 
Frank Tharp and Darwin Richmond will continue haying until further 
notice; 2/13/22 exploring grant and planning opportunities; 6/12/22 
reviewing Dennis Martin tile/waterway estimate; 

Personnel – review/revise all job 
descriptions 

Youngblood • 7/12/20 added; board to review/revise all for FY21-22; add new 
description for water hydrant flushing/locates/notices/turn on-off and 
street drain cleaning 

Streets – install signs and poles Zimmerman • 9/8/19 added; 6/12/22 signs on hand, various sizes, research needs and 
requirements 

Streets – ROW tree removal Grussing • 5/15/22 some included in FY22-23 MFT program 
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DESCRIPTION ASSIGNED STATUS OF ACTIVE PROJECTS 
Surplus Property – former Cler Grussing • 5/15/22 Dennis Martin demo estimate approved pending village 

ownership; 6/3/22 judicial deed to village; approve sale listing once all 
demo is complete 

Water – fire hydrants Grussing • 3/13/22 need repainting based on flow rate at each hydrant; 4/10/22 
iron/steel extension service lines must be rust/leak checked and replaced 

Water – replace payment box Grussing • 7/10/22 Mayfield estimate approved 
Water – tower pump house needs 
storage and security 

Grussing • 1/12/20 added 
• 9/12/21 Pagel was to estimate and include bollards to protect gas line and 

generator; 1/9/22 no Pagel response, need other vendor 
Water – Wickboldt business Zimmerman • 7/12/20 added; business garden watering causes high usage 

• 5/15/22 separate line for business, with meter and backflow preventer, 
must be installed by Enger at customer expense. 

Wind Farm Income Grussing • 2/27/22 first meeting to discuss possible usage 
 
INACTIVE PROJECTS 

DESCRIPTION ASSIGNED STATUS OF INACTVE PROJECTS 
CC – cafeteria kitchen walls and 
storeroom, lobby, and bathrooms 
need repainting 

 • 9/8/19 added 
• 11/10/19 Jeff Freden estimates presented; defer until lobby mold is 

remediated; 10/18/20 mold work complete, need new estimate 
CC – gym ceiling paint flaking off  • 11/8/20 added 
Library  – replace posts/handrails  • 8/9/20 added 

• 8/8/21 Pagel recommended waiting until material prices decrease 
Municipal Code – adopt 
International Property Maintenance 
Code 

Youngblood • 4/5/20 added 
• 7/12/20 table until 2021 update is released, then purchase and attorney 

will prepare ordinance to incorporate the IPMC into our municipal code 
Municipal Code – vehicle violations Grussing • 5/12/19 added 

• 12/12/21 letter needed for Brian Thomas; 1/9/22 Troy Jamison 
unregistered vehicles on street 

Park – Shorty Lykins  • 7/14/19 added; new tree(s) needed; 8/10/20 received donation from 
Historical Society 

Village Garage  • 1/10/21 building needs to be replaced; include restrooms, heat, and water 
(NOTE:  may have environmental hazard with a buried fuel tank) 

Water – replace secondary well  • 12/12/21 incorporate in future planning 
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vob.clerk@outlook.com

From: David Mayfield <david@mayfieldconstruction.biz> 
Sent: Friday, July 8, 2022 1:56 PM 
To: Allen Grussing <vob.mayor@outlook.com> 
Subject: Re: Estimates for Concrete 

Hey Allen, 
For all Labor and material, thought 850.00 would be fair.
I figure it will take two guys a day. 
I think material will be approximately 350.00 for concrete and any misc supplies.  

Thanks Dave 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Jul 8, 2022, at 12:15 PM, Allen Grussing <vob.mayor@outlook.com> wrote: 

Hi Dave, 
Thanks for taking a look at those 2 concrete jobs we have.  If it would be possible to get an estimate 
for each one today or tomorrow, I can present that at our village board meeting on Sunday to get 
approval to proceed.  Doesn’t have to be anything formal.  Just a reply to this note would be fine. 

Thanks ! 

Allen Grussing, Mayor 
Village of Bellflower 
PO Box 244 
Bellflower, IL  61724-0244 
(309) 722-5004

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
NOTE:  2 concrete jobs referenced in Allen's email refer to:

1. Depot - new flagpole installation and related concrete work
2. Water Payment Box - installation and related concrete work
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vob.clerk@outlook.com

From: Allen Grussing  
Sent: Friday, July 1, 2022 1:48 PM 
To: Shane Zimmerman <shanezimmerman@mchsi.com>; Andrew Ellis <cummins0840@gmail.com>; Teresa Drinkwater 
<teresad147@gmail.com>; Skee Aldrich <odin99@mchsi.com>; Bart Lytel <bjlytel@gmail.com>; Steve Weiss 
<randi_e_w@yahoo.com> 
Subject: Hydrant Replacement 

You may have heard about the rusty water that Susie Cline complained about at their house on East Kleinbeck a couple 
of weeks ago.  I asked Mitch and Myron to go flush the hydrant down that way since I wasn’t sure when it was last 
done.  Mitch went to do it, but said the hydrant at the end of Kleinbeck (which is a flushing hydrant) wasn’t working and 
he couldn’t use it to flush the line.  He did flush the fire hydrant that’s in the middle of the block.  Susie said her water 
has been fine since then. 

But the issue is that that flushing hydrant isn’t working, so we can’t flush to the end of the line.  Mitch got Enger’s to 
prepare an estimate to replace the hydrant.  Mitch recommends replacing the flushing hydrant with a regular fire 
hydrant and putting in a shut-off valve next to it so that water could be turned off at that point.  The last shut-off before 
that is at the corner of East and Kleinbeck.   

Enger’s estimate is $9,500 to replace the hydrant, which includes their labor.  They are prepared to start on it 
anytime.  It’s a lot of money, so wanted to run it by all of you.  But rather than wait until our July meeting I told Mitch I 
would contact each of you to get your thoughts / approval to move forward.  This would obviously be paid for from the 
Water Fund.  In my opinion it’s one of those things we probably have to do so that we can keep that line flushed.  

Let me know.  Thanks ! 

Allen  

ORIGINAL MESSAGE:

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

INDIVIDUAL REPLIES:
From: Andrew Ellis <cummins0840@gmail.com>  
Sent: Friday, July 1, 2022 1:53 PM 
To: Allen Grussing <vob.mayor@outlook.com> 
Cc: Shane Zimmerman <shanezimmerman@mchsi.com>; Teresa Drinkwater <teresad147@gmail.com>; Skee Aldrich 
<odin99@mchsi.com>; Bart Lytel <bjlytel@gmail.com>; Steve Weiss <randi_e_w@yahoo.com> 
Subject: Re: Hydrant Replacement 

Replace it… we don’t have a choice…. 

From: Teresa Drinkwater <teresad147@gmail.com>  
Sent: Friday, July 1, 2022 1:56 PM 
To: Allen Grussing <vob.mayor@outlook.com> 
Cc: Shane Zimmerman <shanezimmerman@mchsi.com>; Andrew Ellis <cummins0840@gmail.com>; Skee Aldrich 
<odin99@mchsi.com>; Bart Lytel <bjlytel@gmail.com>; Steve Weiss <randi_e_w@yahoo.com> 
Subject: Re: Hydrant Replacement 
Yes replace it.  

----------



INDIVIDUAL REPLIES CONTINUED:

From: Bart Lytel <bjlytel@gmail.com>  
Sent: Friday, July 1, 2022 1:51 PM 
To: Allen Grussing <vob.mayor@outlook.com> 
Cc: Shane Zimmerman <shanezimmerman@mchsi.com>; Andrew Ellis <cummins0840@gmail.com>; Teresa Drinkwater 
<teresad147@gmail.com>; Skee Aldrich <odin99@mchsi.com>; Steve Weiss <randi_e_w@yahoo.com> 
Subject: Re: Hydrant Replacement 

I vote yes.  

From: Randi W <randi_e_w@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Friday, July 1, 2022 7:45 PM 
To: Allen Grussing <vob.mayor@outlook.com> 
Subject: Re: Hydrant Replacement 

Yes

From: shanezimmerman@mchsi.com <shanezimmerman@mchsi.com>  
Sent: Friday, July 1, 2022 7:41 PM 
To: Bellflower Mayor <vob.mayor@outlook.com> 
Cc: Andy Ellis <cummins0840@gmail.com>; Teresa Drinkwater <teresad147@gmail.com>; Skee Aldrich 
<odin99@mchsi.com>; Bart Lytel <bjlytel@gmail.com>; Steve Weiss <randi_e_w@yahoo.com> 
Subject: Re: Hydrant Replacement
 
I am in favor of replacing it also. Since the map shows that it is a 4" main I think an actual hydrant would be a great idea, 
good for flushing and firefighting. 
Shane 

----------

----------

----------

VOTE SUMMARY:

YES - Ellis, Drinkwater, Lytel, Weiss, Zimmerman
NO - None
NO RESPONSE - Aldrich

YES = 5
NO = -0-
NO RESPONSE = 1

ESTIMATE APPROVED.





VILLAGE OF BELLFLOWER, ILLINOIS 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 
MINUTES 
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AUGUST 14, 2022 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
President Allen Grussing called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Bellflower Community Center 
Cafeteria, 104 West Center Street, Bellflower. 
 
The Meeting Notice and Agenda (copy attached) was posted on the Bellflower Community Center 
Exterior Bulletin Board on August 12, 2022, at 5:30 p.m. 
 
BOARD ATTENDANCE 
 Present: President Allen Grussing; Trustees Skee Aldrich, Teresa Drinkwater, Andrew Ellis, 

Steve Weiss, and Shane Zimmerman 
 Absent: Trustee Bart Lytel 
 Six of seven board members were present, which formed a quorum. 
VILLAGE OFFICIALS PRESENT – Clerk Herb Youngblood 
PUBLIC ATTENDANCE – Luke Hensley 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Shane Zimmerman expressed his thanks for the house and shed demolition at 201 W South St. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
• Approve minutes of the regular meeting held on July 10, 2022 
• Approve expenditures during the period July 11, 2022, through August 14, 2022 
MOTION by Trustee Aldrich to approve the foregoing consent agenda items.  Seconded by Trustee 
Zimmerman.  Vote 5 yes, -0- no.  Motion passed. 
 
POLICE ACTIVITIES 
President Grussing spoke with Chief Josh Dingler about 1) traffic monitoring on N State St, especially 
during the 6:30 a.m. to 7:30 a.m. period; Chief Dingler discussed recent challenges in meeting this 
schedule along with efforts to improve; and 2) reports about broken glass at Don Harden Field pavilion 
and on the sidewalk in front of 210 W Melvin St (Welborn-Karlsen). 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
a. Project Status Report: 

• Depot – Mayfield Construction scheduled to install flagpole and repair concrete week of 8/15. 
• Streets – President Grussing presented a summary (copy attached) of discussions with Farmer 

City and McLean County about street sign requirements and vendors.  Neither produce the signs 
in-house.  The board concurred with establishing a village street sign standard as follows: 

o Height:  6 inches 
o Length:  variable based on length of street name 
o White lettering on green – mixed case 
o 4-inch lettering height 

President Grussing will prepare a sign inventory that includes replacement needs. 
• Surplus Property (201 W South St; formerly Cler) – demolition is complete, but Steven Sprau 

needs to remove one tree.  MOTION by Trustee Ellis to start the process to declare the property 
as surplus and sell the property.  Seconded by Trustee Weiss.  Vote 5 yes, -0- no.  Motion passed. 

• Water Payment Box – Mayfield Construction scheduled to install week of 8/15. 
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b. Mowing 
• Chad Thomas was employed on August 1, 2022 in the Outdoor Maintenance role. 
• Trustee Ellis indicates 1) the push mower needs to be replaced and 2) Chad submitted a list of 

tools needed. 
• MOTION by Trustee Zimmerman to spend up to $500 to purchase a new push mower and tools.  

Seconded by Trustee Drinkwater.  Vote 5 yes, -0- no.  Motion passed. 
• Janet Zimmerman indicates the township cemetery mower may be for sale. 

c. Surface Drainage Tiles 
• Near Community Center – Dennis Martin to check and advise. 
• 206 W Kleinbeck (Mark Bennett) – Dennis Martin to check and advise. 
• N Latcha St Park – Dennis Martin recommends not using rock on the waterway to allow mowing. 

d. Fireworks 
• WELCOME sign costs $196, which could be switched out for 10 to 12 3-inch shells.  Because the 

sign is at ground level, the board would prefer additional shells rather than the sign. 
• Trustee Zimmerman will verify that the village complies with the state requirement that 100-feet 

of distance exists between the fireworks detonation site and any crowds/structures. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
a. Resolutions 

• R2022-04 “A Resolution Adopting the McLean County Multi-Jurisdictional All Hazards 
Mitigation Plan” (copy attached) – Motion by Trustee Ellis to adopt R2022-04.  Seconded by 
Trustee Aldrich.  Vote:  Yes-Trustees Aldrich, Drinkwater, Ellis, Weiss, and Zimmerman; No-
None; Absent-Trustee Lytel.  Summary:  Yes (5), No (-0-), Absent (1).  Resolution approved. 

• R2022-05 “A Resolution Establishing Water Billing Clerk Succession and Approving Water 
Billing Software” (copy attached) – Trustees Drinkwater and Ellis voiced concerns about the 
village clerk assuming the water billing clerk duties in addition to the village clerical and 
financial duties.  President Grussing stated the village clerk’s duties would be expanded only 
during the time needed to automate the water billing process and ensure a successful transition.  
Once complete, the water billing clerk duties would transition from the village clerk to a new 
water billing clerk.  Motion by Trustee Zimmerman to incorporate President Grussing’s clarifying 
language into the resolution and adopt R2022-05.  Seconded by Trustee Aldrich.  Vote:  Yes-
Trustees Aldrich, Weiss, and Zimmerman; No-Trustees Drinkwater and Ellis; Absent-Trustee 
Lytel.  Summary:  Yes (3), No (2), Absent (1).  Resolution approved. 

• R2022-06 “A Resolution Authorizing Changes to Bank and Investment Accounts and a Separate 
Water Fund Post Office Box” (copy attached).  Motion by Trustee Ellis to adopt R2022-06.  
Seconded by Trustee Drinkwater.  Vote:  Yes-Trustees Aldrich, Drinkwater, Ellis, Weiss, and 
Zimmerman; No-None; Absent-Trustee Lytel.  Summary:  Yes (5), No (-0-), Absent (1).  
Resolution approved. 

b. Sidewalk Grade Levels – MOTION by Trustee Aldrich to accept two Jack-A-Slab Construction 
estimates (copy attached):  1) $675 to raise the walk directly in front of the Community Center front 
steps; and 2) $525 to raise the steps in front of the cafeteria entrance.  Seconded by Trustee Ellis.  
Vote 5 yes, -0- no.  Motion passed. 

c. Recycling – In July, Knight Environmental Services discontinued providing recycling services.  
President Grussing presented a summary of potential options to replace Knight (copy attached).  
MOTION by Trustee Drinkwater to eliminate recycling provided by the village.  Seconded by Trustee 
Zimmerman.  Vote 5 yes, -0- no.  Motion passed. 

d. Water System 
• President Grussing presented a summary of vendor estimates for the IEPA required 5-year water 

tower inspection and maintenance (copy attached).  MOTION by Trustee Drinkwater to accept 
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the Liquid Engineering $3,575 estimate to clean, inspect, and prepare a report for IEPA.  
Seconded by Trustee Weiss.  Vote 5 yes, -0- no.  Motion passed. 

• Replace Backup Well – board discussion results:  1) President Grussing contact our McLean 
County Board representative Jim Soeldner and inquire about available county ARPA funds;  
2) possibly site a new well at the N Latcha St park; or 3) treat current backup well for arsenic. 

e. Open Burning – brush from 102 E Melvin St (Dewarns) was taken to the township parcel on E North 
St for burning, which is prohibited in the village code.  President Grussing will contact 1) Don 
Warsaw to see if he will burn the debris at his farm, and 2) Trustee Ellis or Steven Sprau about 
transferring the debris from the township parcel to the Warsaw parcel.  IEPA has a process for a 
municipality to apply for an open burn permit, however the board was opposed to pursuing that 
option.  NOTE:  for a future code update, allow a resident to burn, on the resident’s property, small 
tree/brush debris taken from the resident’s property, without using a container, which complies with 
state IEPA requirements. 

f. E Kleinbeck St Condition (Tom Meier) – the street has broken down due to the heavy grain trucks 
accessing Alliance Grain.  President Grussing spoke with Alliance Grain general Manager J. D. 
Daughenbaugh who indicated they will temporarily improve the road with the intention of a complete 
resurface next year. 

 
BOARD REPORTS 
President Grussing 

• BFPD used the cafeteria for their annual firemen’s dinner at no rental cost. 
• The flushing hydrant at E Kleinbeck St/Route 54 was replaced with a new fire hydrant. 
• Discussed hydrant flushing schedule and concerns expressed by Mitch Yeadon. 
• Mark Gordon requested occasional 45-minute use of the gym for basketball practice by he and his 

son at no cost.  The board was not interested in changing the gym rental policies. 
• Spray patch is scheduled for the week of 8/15. 
• Notified John Meyer (105 W Melvin St) that raising turkeys within the village is not permitted. 

 
Trustee Ellis 

• Dead trees in village right-of-way – President Grussing awaiting estimates from Glad’s. 
• All three village trucks are scheduled for annual maintenance. 
• MFT gravel – President Grussing stated funds are first committed to spray patch, seal coat, and 

trees.  Remaining funds would be used for gravel and street signs.  FY22-23 MFT projects will 
drain the MFT cash accounts. 

• Questioned if the new Dave Mayfield house on E North St violates height restrictions. 
 
Trustee Zimmerman 

• Consider a service agreement for village HVAC equipment. 
• Water issues – is the pump meter accurate; consider an auto air bleeding system. 
• Considerations for revisions to water ordinance:  water usage should be billed to property owners, 

not tenants; change from billing in arrears to billing in advance; change from quarterly to monthly 
billing; increase usage rate. 

• Supports purchasing new PCs and equipment where job requirements dictate. 
 
ADJOURN 
President Grussing adjourned the meeting at 9:22 p.m. until the regular meeting on Sunday, September 11, 
2022, at 6:00 p.m. 
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VILLAGE OF BELLFLOWER 
McLEAN COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

 
RESOLUTION NO. R2022-05 

 
A RESOLUTION 

ESTABLISHING WATER BILLING CLERK SUCCESSION AND 
APPROVING WATER BILLING SOFTWARE 

 
 

WHEREAS, the Village of Bellflower (the “village”) is an Illinois Municipal 
Corporation organized and operating pursuant to Article 7 of the Illinois Constitution of 
1970 and the Illinois Municipal Code (65 ILCS 5/1-1-1, et seq.); and 

 
WHEREAS, Janice Harden, employed for over 30 years as water billing clerk, 

has by her choice manually performed the water billing function, and current health 
issues could ultimately prevent her from continuing to serve in this capacity; and 

 
WHEREAS, the water billing function involves customer billing, receipt and 

deposit of customer payments, financial reporting, and delinquent account follow-up, all 
of which could be performed by the village treasurer; and 

 
WHEREAS, Ordinance 2020-02, effective May 1, 2020, transferred the duties of 

the village treasurer to the village clerk; and 
 
WHEREAS, in the fiscal year 2020-2021 audit management letter, issued on 

August 20, 2021, the village auditor documented several water billing financial 
deficiencies which must be corrected; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Village President, in accordance with the provisions of Bellflower 

Municipal Code §3.07(A) “Officers and Employees-Appointments” shall fill all appointive 
offices with the consent of the Village Board of Trustees. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Trustees of the Village 

of Bellflower, McLean County, Illinois, gives its consent as follows: 
 

1. Janice Harden shall be congratulated and thanked for her 30+ years of 
service as water billing clerk. 

2. When Janice Harden is no longer able to perform the water billing clerk 
duties, the village clerk shall assume the water billing clerk duties while 
automating the water billing/payment tracking/reporting process.  After the 
automated process runs successfully for two billing periods, the water billing 
clerk duties shall transition from the village clerk to a new water billing clerk. 

3. During the time the village clerk performs the water billing clerk duties, the 
village clerk’s salary shall be increased by $200 monthly to compensate for 
the additional water billing duties. 
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SEPTEMBER 11, 2022 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
President Allen Grussing called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m. in the Bellflower Community Center 
Cafeteria, 104 West Center Street, Bellflower. 
 
The Meeting Notice and Agenda (copy attached) was posted on the Bellflower Community Center 
Exterior Bulletin Board on September 9, 2022, at 2:30 p.m. 
 
BOARD ATTENDANCE 
 Present: President Allen Grussing; Trustees Skee Aldrich, Teresa Drinkwater, Andrew Ellis, 

Bart Lytel, Steve Weiss, and Shane Zimmerman 
 Absent: None 
 Seven of seven board members were present, which formed a quorum. 
VILLAGE OFFICIALS PRESENT – Clerk Herb Youngblood 
PUBLIC ATTENDANCE – Stan Feller, Feller & Kuester CPAs; Chad Johnson, Veolia 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
• Approve minutes of the regular meeting held on August 14, 2022 
• Approve expenditures during the period August 15, 2022, through September 11, 2022 
MOTION by Trustee Zimmerman to approve the foregoing consent agenda items.  Seconded by Trustee 
Ellis.  Vote 6 yes, -0- no.  Motion passed. 
 
POLICE ACTIVITIES 
• Trustees Aldrich and Ellis repeated their request for traffic monitoring along N State St during the 

morning hours of 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.  Traffic headed to work routinely exceeds the speed limit.  
Police should vary their presence throughout the day and night, but need to concentrate on morning 
traffic in the near term. 

• President Grussing discussed recent suspicious activity observed at the corner of W Melvin and N 
Prairie streets.  He reported the incident to Chief Dingler for ongoing follow-up.  General discussion 
occurred about village residences with ongoing dubious activity. 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
a. Project Status Report: 

• Depot – the new flagpole installation and concrete repair are COMPLETE. 
• Surplus Property (201 W South St; formerly Cler) 

o Demolition is COMPLETE, the ground has been leveled and seeded, and all dead trees have 
been removed.  One tree stump remains which the board decided could be removed by a 
future property owner.  President Grussing will discuss mowing with Chad Thomas, and the 
need to clear off concrete and debris from the ground. 

o MOTION by Trustee Drinkwater to adopt ordinance 2022-05 “An Ordinance Declaring 
Surplus Real Property at 201 West South Street, Bellflower” (copy attached).  Seconded by 
Trustee Aldrich.  Roll call vote:  Yes-Trustees Aldrich, Drinkwater, Ellis, Lytel, Weiss, and 
Zimmerman; No-None; Absent-None.  Summary:  Yes (6), No (-0-), Absent (-0-).  Motion 
passed. 
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• Water Payment Box – the new payment box installation is COMPLETE,. 
b. MFT Program FY22-23 

o Streets – all street repairs are COMPLETE. 
o Tree Removals – President Grussing presented estimates for dead tree removal and stump 

grinding provided by Steven Sprau/Cody Shelton and Glad’s Tree Service (copy attached).  
MOTION by Trustee Ellis to approve the Steven Sprau/Cody Shelton estimate of $11,525, 
which excludes the stump grinding estimate for the former Cler property.  Seconded by 
Trustee Aldrich.  Vote:  Yes (6), No (-0-), Absent (-0-).  Motion passed. 

o Limb Removal – MOTION by Trustee Weiss to have Steven Sprau trim/remove an unsafe 
broken tree limb located in the village right-of-way at Allison Kelley’s residence.  Seconded 
by Trustee Drinkwater.  Vote:  Yes (6), No (-0-), Absent (-0-).  Motion passed. 

c. Mowing – Chad Thomas successfully assumed village mowing responsibilities.  Associated tools and 
a new push mower were purchased.  Chad also repaired the door locks on the mowing shed. 

d. Surface Drainage 
• Near Community Center – Dennis Martin repaired a broken tile at the rear of the property. 
• 206 W Kleinbeck (Mark Bennett) – Dennis Martin to check and advise. 
• N Latcha St Park – MOTION by Trustee Ellis to approve Dennis Martin’s drainage project 

estimates (copy attached) of $4,570 for culverts and $10,500 for excavation, tile installation, and 
seeding.  Seconded by Trustee Lytel.  Vote:  Yes (6), No (-0-), Absent (-0-).  Motion passed. 

e. Water System 
• Near-term tower maintenance – at the August 14, 2022 village board meeting, Liquid 

Engineering was approved to clean, inspect, and prepare a 5-year compliance report for IEPA.  
When President Grussing returned the signed contract, he was notified they would schedule the 
work for spring/summer 2023.  Because the village’s 5-year compliance date is 2022, Liquid 
Engineering will be notified that the work must be performed in 2022 or the village will pursue 
other options (e.g., explore changing to Veolia; see next item). 

• Long-term tower maintenance – Chad Johnson, Veolia water system consultant, presented an 
overview of the long-term tank asset management program which Veolia provides (copy 
attached).  Their services cover the tank, not any mechanicals or the fill pipe  MOTION by 
Trustee Weiss to proceed with Veolia conducting a no-cost inspection and presenting any 
recommendations.  Seconded by Trustee Aldrich.  Vote:  Yes (6), No (-0-), Absent (-0-).  Motion 
passed. 

• Backup well arsenic treatment – President Grussing will discuss with Farnsworth Engineering. 
• Water usage – Monthly usage still averages 70,000 gallons.  The meter is only 5 years old, and 

Mitch Yeadon advises meters normally are not defective within that time frame.  President 
Grussing reported on discussions with Farnsworth about an individual who has previously located 
water leaks in municipalities that had been unable to find any problem.  MOTION by Trustee 
Drinkwater to contact the individual referenced by Farnsworth to see if he could identify our 
problem.  Seconded by Trustee Aldrich.  Vote:  Yes (6), No (-0-), Absent (-0-).  Motion passed. 

f. Open Burning – as a follow-up to discussions at the August 14, 2022 village board meeting, President 
Grussing contacted Steven Sprau who removed and processed all landscaping debris from the E 
North St township lot.  The debris was taken from a village residence and placed on the township lot 
for burning, which village code does not allow. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
a. Fiscal Year 2021-2022 Audit – Stan Feller, Feller & Kuester CPAs, village auditor, presented audit 

findings.  Final reports are in review and PDF report copies will be distributed when available. 
• Financial books are in good shape; no adjusting journal entries are required; testing of water 

billing versus pump usage appears satisfactory, although overall usage is too high given the 
number of customers. 
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• Water accounting ledger, as commented on in past years, needs improvement.  There are no 
detailed reports available (list of customer payment details with each bank deposit, late fees 
charged, receivables, cut-offs, non-bills). 

• Water rates are too low.  Annual increases should be considered due to inflation.  Assess an 
annual charge for customers with swimming pools. 

b. Community Center 
• Disposal of old chemicals.  President Grussing reported on plans to dispose of old chemicals, 

some of which remained from when the school was in operation, on the Bloomington/Normal 
hazardous materials recycling date in October.  However, the date was cancelled due to a fire at 
the Ohio recycling destination plant, plus the date was for personal not commercial materials. 

• Gym access for walkers.  Given the small number of winter walkers, President Grussing will 
create a front door lock access code for each walker and instruct them to keep the door locked. 

• Gym concession stand refrigerator.  President Grussing presented a new refrigerator estimate 
from Lowe’s.  MOTION by Trustee Weiss to approve purchasing a new refrigerator from Lowe’s 
for $700.  Seconded by Trustee Ellis.  Vote:  Yes (6), No (-0-), Absent (-0-).  Motion passed. 

• Newman Center building rental.  President Grussing received a request to change each rental start 
date from Thursday noon to Tuesday noon, at no additional cost.  The board agreed that the 
Newman Center should be notified that each additional day would be billed at $300 per day, in 
addition to the existing $900 3-day rental (Friday through Sunday). 

 
 
BOARD REPORTS 
President Grussing 

• Trustee Weiss fixed a broken picnic table at the Don Harden Field Pavilion. 
• A request was received to install a picnic table at the Community Center playground.  Trustee 

Ellis will contact Blue Ridge High School to see if the industrial arts program will build one or 
more to include replacing some at Don Harden Field. 

• Received a complaint from Chad Thomas’ neighbor concerning an accumulation of junk in the 
Thomas yard.  Spoke with Chad, who indicated the condition would be resolved by the end of 
September. 

• 7/4/2022 fireworks donations totaled $1,302.48 from all sources. 
• Another recycling option for village residents is to contact Gibson City and subscribe to an 

annual use pass. 
• Contacted county board contact Jim Soeldner about securing some of McLean County’s ARPA 

funds to use in a new backup well project.  He knew nothing and provided a referral name at the 
country who has not returned calls. 

 
Trustee Drinkwater 

• Requested a strawman for proposed changes to the village open burning ordinance. 
• President Grussing appointed Trustee Drinkwater to succeed him as Events committee chair. 
• Inquired about the use of Venmo as a payment alternative at village events. 

 
Trustee Ellis 

• Would like to obtain MFT gravel. 
• The N Prairie St cul-de-sac, used by Troy Jamison to store multiple vehicles, must be cleared 

before winter or there will be no snowplowing at that location. 
 
Trustee Zimmerman 

• Suggested that Dennis Martin bring some of the excess dirt from the N Latcha St drainage project 
to shore up under the air conditioner compressor concrete base on the gym west side. 



2022-09-11 Minutes – Approved on October 9, 2022  Page 4 of 4 

• Suggested the village investigate ad hoc hiring of a contract building inspector from one of the 
neighboring communities. 

 
Trustee Weiss 

• Phil Lawrence asked about recycling the fencing located between the Community Center 
southern boundary and the train tracks.  The board state the fencing would remain in place and 
not be recycled. 

• The board suggested the outfield fencing at Don Harden Field could be removed and recycled, 
but only if the removal includes all fencing, posts, and concrete that the posts are set in  Trustee 
Weiss will follow-up with Phil Lawrence. 

 
Trustee Aldrich – stated he was not pleased with the spray patch work performed by Quality Spot Repair.  
President Grussing commented that in accordance with state law our engineer, Farnsworth Engineering, 
performs vendor selection based on lowest bid, but he will provide feedback to Farnsworth. 
 
Trustee Lytel – stated there has been a lot of vehicle noise from the area around North and State streets, 
possibly from the Jerry Crowe, Jr. residence. 
 
ADJOURN 
President Grussing adjourned the meeting at 9:01 p.m. until the regular meeting on Sunday, November 13, 
2022, at 6:00 p.m. 
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OCTOBER 9, 2022 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
President Allen Grussing called the meeting to order at 6:07 p.m. in the Bellflower Community Center 
Cafeteria, 104 West Center Street, Bellflower. 
 
The Meeting Notice and Agenda (copy attached) was posted on the Bellflower Community Center 
Exterior Bulletin Board on October 7, 2022, at 4:00 p.m. 
  
BOARD ATTENDANCE 
 Present: President Allen Grussing; Trustees Skee Aldrich, Teresa Drinkwater, and Andrew Ellis 
 Absent: Trustees Bart Lytel, Steve Weiss, and Shane Zimmerman 
 Four of seven board members were present, which formed a quorum. 
VILLAGE OFFICIALS PRESENT – Clerk Herb Youngblood 
PUBLIC ATTENDANCE – Dan Hensley, Luke Hensley 
 
Voting note:  after the meeting, Village attorney Steven Mahrt was asked to confirm voting requirements. 

• All actions, excluding ordinances, require a majority ‘yes’ vote by the trustees (at least 4 trustees 
vote ‘yes’), except the President may also vote when (1) there is a tie vote by the trustees (three 
trustees vote ‘yes’ and three trustees vote ‘no’) or (2) exactly three trustees vote ‘yes’ and there is 
no tie vote. 

• Most ordinances require a majority ‘yes’ vote by all board members, including the President (at 
least 4 ‘yes’ votes). 

• Certain ordinances require a supermajority ‘yes’ vote by all board members, including the 
President.  Examples include but are not limited to annexation agreements ⅔ vote (5 ‘yes’), sale 
of real property ¾ vote (6 ‘yes’), street vacations ¾ vote, veto override ⅔ vote, and waiving bids 
⅔ vote. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Dan Hensley and Luke Hensley discussed ongoing property maintenance issues at John Short’s residence 
on W South St which abuts the Hensley property on S State St.  The back yard is filled with an old boat, 
an old hot tub standing on end, and a camper covered with a tarp, all of which are surrounded by a woven 
brush fence made from dead tree limbs with decaying foliage.  President Grussing will take pictures and 
send a letter to Mr. Short and the property owner. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
• Approve minutes of the regular meeting held on September 11, 2022 
• Approve expenditures during the period September 12, 2022 through October 9, 2022 
MOTION by Trustee Aldrich to approve the foregoing consent agenda items.  Seconded by Trustee Ellis.  
Vote:  4 yes, including President Grussing; -0- no.  Motion passed. 
 
POLICE ACTIVITIES 
• Trustee Aldrich contacted Chief Dingler about the lack of early morning ‘rush hour’ traffic 

monitoring along N State St.  High speeds in this area are a recurring problem.  Chief Dingler stated 
he has one open officer position which limits patrol activity. 

• President Grussing reported on ongoing property boundary issues between Pamela Brosh and Marion 
Shelton.  Mrs. Brosh obtained a survey which confirmed the boundary that she represented.  She also 
1) trimmed off all lower limbs and foliage on her trees, located in the village right-of-way along W 
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Center St, which had been obscuring sightlines at the intersection of S Prairie and W Center streets; 
and 2) took down brush and foliage in the right-of-way along S Prairie St by her mailbox, which also 
obscured visibility from Mr. Shelton’s driveway. 

• President Grussing reported on an incident in the early morning hours of September 26, 2022 when a 
group of high school boys illegally entered the Community Center through the west side exterior 
boy’s locker room door.  LeRoy police responded to a 9-1-1 call by Mark Gordon, neighbor on the 
west side of the Community Center facing the gym.  The kids were released to their parents with no 
charges filed.  MOTION by Trustee Drinkwater to send the kids’ parents a letter confirming village 
awareness of the incident, and possible repercussions for future incidents.  Seconded by Trustee Ellis.  
Vote:  4 yes, including President Grussing; -0- no.  Motion passed. 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
a. Project Status Report 

• Community Center 
1. Gym Concession Stand – new refrigerator purchased; COMPLETE. 
2. Playground picnic table – no report 

• Don Harden Field 
1. Outfield fencing – Lions Club will not recycle the fencing and the concrete supports 
2. Old picnic tables – no report 

• Municipal Code – property maintenance violators have taken no further action; follow-up letters 
will be issued 

• Surplus Property (201 W South St; formerly Cler) – sale bids will be received for disposition at 
the November 13, 2022 meeting 

b. MFT Program FY22-23 
• Tree removals – nearly complete, including stump grinding 
• Gravel – President Grussing left word for Harold Mitchell, no response.  Still plan to check with 

Invenergy about the rock they used in the wind farm construction. 
c. Surface Drainage 

• 206 W Kleinbeck (Mark Bennett) – Dennis Martin to check and advise. 
• N Latcha St Park – Dennis Martin has ordered culverts. 

d. Water System 
• Near-term tower maintenance – Veolia has completed a review of the tower exterior.  Interior 

cleaning will occur on October 17, 2022 followed by a boil order until two separate water tests 
are approved.  Mitch Yeadon wants to turn off the water supply during the maintenance.  
However, board consensus opposed turning off the water.  President Grussing will communicate 
the board’s decision to Mr. Yeadon. 

• Backup well – President Grussing reported that the board must decide a location before any 
future action can be discussed.  McLean County has not provided any response about potential 
funding assistance. 

• Water usage – Mitch Yeadon reports monthly usage has decreased to a more normal level since a 
major water line leak on E Kleinbeck St was repaired. 

e. Open Burning – President Grussing presented a strawman of proposed changes to sections of the 
village code related to open burning (copy attached).  The board supported the changes and requested 
an ordinance revision be presented at the November 13,2022 meeting. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
a. MOTION by Trustee Ellis to adopt Ordinance 2022-06 “Tax Levy Ordinance for Fiscal Year 2022-

2023” (copy attached).  Seconded by Trustee Drinkwater.  Roll call vote:  Yes-Trustees Aldrich, 
Drinkwater, Ellis, and President Grussing; No-None; Absent (3).  Vote summary:  Yes (4), No (-0-), 
Absent (3).  Motion passed. 
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b. Insurance Claims 
• Storm damage on September 18-19 – President Grussing met separately with Popejoy and the 

IML Risk Management Association (IML RMA) adjuster to review storm damage.  Awaiting 
adjuster report 

• Ford Ranger collision on September 23 – Trustee Ellis was involved in a crash in Mahomet while 
driving the truck back from service repairs.  The other party was at fault.  The truck was totaled, 
and IML RMA will pay $1,500 as actual cash value. 

c. Sidewalk at Raymers – one of the trees removed from the village right-of-way was growing beneath a 
portion of sidewalk.  Cody Shelton will attempt to lift that sidewalk portion up, grind the stump, and 
then replace the sidewalk portion.  Should the sidewalk portion break, Dave Raymer has agreed to 
split the cost to replace that portion. 

d. Heartland Bank Credit Card – President Grussing reported that more and more online vendors used 
by the village require payment by credit card, and they will not accept checks.  Because the village 
has not had a credit card, purchases have been made on individual credit cards and reimbursement 
requests submitted.  Heartland Bank offers a business credit card that would be assigned to 
individuals within the village.  A monthly statement would itemize expenses by individual.  Board 
consensus was to present a resolution at the November 13 meeting. 

 
BOARD REPORTS 
President Grussing 

• Need to let the feed mill know they cannot block the alley. 
• Need to select another tree to remove other than the one bordering the alley directly behind the 

Catholic church.  Too close to the power line, and Steven Sprau cannot remove.  Will contact 
Ameren to see if they will remove the tree. 

• Depot gutter (picture copy attached) needs replacement along with fascia board. 
• Brandon Chandler selling the triangle lot on Rt 54/East Center St he purchased, and which the 

village rezoned. 
 
Trustee Drinkwater 

• President Grussing appointed Trustee Drinkwater as Events committee chair. 
• Thanksgiving Feast planning is underway. 
• Hope to have a ‘Breakfast with Santa’ event on December 3 or 17.  Possibly a Blue Ridge 

fundraiser, with the school providing funding and collecting the proceeds.  If Blue Ridge is not 
interested, possibly the village could fund without any donations.  The state allows a municipality 
to have two fundraising events per year without charging sales tax, and the village has chosen 
July 4th and the Thanksgiving Feast as our two events. 

 
ADJOURN 
President Grussing adjourned the meeting at 8:15 p.m. until the regular meeting on Sunday, November 13, 
2022, at 6:00 p.m. 
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FOR 

Posted – Bellflower Community Center Exterior Bulletin Board on 10/7/2022 at 4:00 p.m. 
2022-10-09 Meeting Notice and Agenda 

OCTOBER 9, 2022 
 

The next regular meeting of the Village of Bellflower Board of Trustees will be held Sunday, October 9, 
2022, at 6:00 p.m. in the Bellflower Community Center Cafeteria, 104 West Center Street, Bellflower. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
CONSENT AGENDA 

• Approve minutes of the regular meeting held on September 11, 2022 
• Approve expenditures during the period September 12, 2022 through October 9, 2022 

POLICE ACTIVITIES 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
a. Project Status Report 

• Community Center 
1) Gym Concession Stand-new refrigerator COMPLETE 
2) Playground picnic table – Blue Ridge High School willing to build? 

• Don Harden Field 
1) Outfield fencing – is Lions Club willing to recycle fencing and remove concrete? 
2) Old picnic tables – Blue Ridge High School willing to build? 

• Municipal Code – property maintenance violation status 
1) Andjelich (102 N Vine) 
2) Cash (709 E Kleinbeck) 
3) Fischer (E Kleinbeck) 

• Surplus Property (201 W South St) – review status 
b. MFT Program FY22-23 

• Tree Removals – review status 
• Gravel – review status 

c. Surface drainage 
• 206 W Kleinbeck St 
• N Latcha St Park – review status 

d. Water System 
• Tower maintenance plans (near-term and long-term) 
• Backup well 
• Water usage 

e. Open Burning – review strawman changes to village code §12.11 
NEW BUSINESS 
a. Adopt Ordinance 2022-06 “Tax Levy Ordinance for Fiscal Year 2022-2023” 
b. Insurance claims 
c. Sidewalk at Raymers 
d. Heartland Bank Credit Card 
 
BOARD REPORTS 
ADJOURN – next regular meeting Sunday, November 13, 2022 
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ACTIVE PROJECTS 
DESCRIPTION ASSIGNED STATUS OF ACTIVE PROJECTS 

CC – exterior Grussing • A/C compressor pads – repair any sinking into ground (gym west side
locker room door)

• Cafeteria lobby exterior doors – replace
• Downspouts - splash blocks/gutter extensions needed
• Playground picnic table – possibly Blue Ridge High School build

CC – interior Grussing • Basement – replace stairwell exterior “lean-to” slanted roof and install
interior door over stairwell

• Gym Concession Stand – replace refrigerator; COMPLETE
• Men’s locker room floods

Depot Grussing • Add chimney cap/replace mesh screens near roofline – 5/3/20
• Repair deck boards – 8/8/21 lumber prices too high

Don Harden Field Grussing • Concession Stand Upper west wall – replace rotten boards
• Fencing – 4/11/21 Farmer City Little League needs to inspect/repair

dugout fencing; 4/10/22 also backstop and outfield fencing; 9/11/22
Lions Club asked about recycling outfield fencing

• Picnic tables, worn – possibly Blue Ridge High School build
• Water – 5/15/22 Enger reviewing repairs for fountain bubbler

Equipment Ellis • Mower pulled by tractor – 9/12/21 Ellis has repair parts
• Plow Truck – 3/13/22 plow blade needs replacement

Library Grussing • Replace trim around door/windows – 5/12/19
• Install new back door – 8/9/20
• Replace front posts/handrails – 8/9/20; 8/8/21 lumber prices too high
• Install bathroom high-rise toilet, grab bar, new sink/vanity – 8/9/20;

3/1/22 approved Enger Brother toilet install labor, village buy toilet
Municipal Code – digital version Youngblood • 2/28/20 created PDF of 1975 “base” book; 9/13/20 applied updates back

through 5/1/1999 minutes
• Ordinances missing from various years; code book needs complete

revision; need a platform to publish so owners and residents can access
Municipal Code – property 
maintenance violations 

Grussing • Andjelich (102 N Vine) – 6/17/22 sent notice
• Bidner (Rt 54) – 2/11/20 sent notice; 3/16/22 emailed Heidi Bell about

Trent Butler’s interest in purchasing; 6/12/22 not selling; send notice
• Brown (205 N Latcha St) – 7/11/21 need construction plans and engineer

structural report; 10/10/21 building permit will only be issued after plans
approved and McLean County approves septic; Brown wants to install
fiber optic but needs village agreement; 5/15/22 completed Farnsworth
bracing requests, demo sign removed; 6/17 sent reassess invoice

• Cash (709 E Kleinbeck St) – 2/11/20 sent notice; 3/25/22 sent request to
complete repairs; 3/29/22 will complete by 6/30/22; 6/12/22 no activity

• Fischer (E Kleinbeck St) – 3/25/22 sent notice; 4/11/22 will complete
within 90 days; 6/12/22 no activity

Open Burning – municipal code Grussing • 9/11/2022 revise §12.11
Park – N Latcha St Grussing • 10/10/21 research transforming the parcel into a village park; 1/9/22

Frank Tharp and Darwin Richmond will continue haying until further
notice; 2/13/22 exploring grant and planning opportunities; 9/11/22
approved Dennis Martin drainage project

Personnel – review/revise all job 
descriptions 

Youngblood • 7/12/20 added; board to review/revise all for FY21-22; add new
description for water hydrant flushing/locates/notices/turn on-off and
street drain cleaning

Streets – install signs and poles Zimmerman • 9/8/19 added; 6/12/22 signs on hand, various sizes, research needs and
requirements

Streets – ROW tree removal (MFT) Grussing • 9/11/22 approved Steven Sprau/Cody Shelton estimates
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DESCRIPTION ASSIGNED STATUS OF ACTIVE PROJECTS 
Surplus Property – former Cler Grussing • 9/11/22 property declared surplus; review sale proposals 11/13/22
Water – municipal code Grussing • 8/14/22 chapter 6 needs complete revision to bring up-to-date
Water – fire hydrants Grussing • 3/13/22 need repainting based on flow rate at each hydrant; 4/10/22

iron/steel extension service lines must be rust/leak checked and replaced
Water – secondary well Grussing • 12/12/21 incorporate replacement in future planning; 9/11/22 contacted

McLean County about possible funding, no response; 9/11/22 discuss
arsenic abatement in current well with Farnsworth

Water – tower maintenance Grussing • 8/14/22 Liquid Engineering approved to conduct 5-year compliance
inspection/reporting, but scheduled for 2023; may change vendor;
9/11/22 Veolia presented long-term maintenance program

Water – tower pump house storage 
and security 

Grussing • 1/12/20 added
• 9/12/21 Pagel was to estimate and include bollards to protect gas line and

generator; 1/9/22 no Pagel response, need other vendor
Water – Wickboldt business Zimmerman • 7/12/20 added; business garden watering causes high usage

• 5/15/22 separate line for business, with meter and backflow preventer,
must be installed by Enger at customer expense.

Wind Farm Income Grussing • 2/27/22 first meeting to discuss possible usage

INACTIVE PROJECTS 
DESCRIPTION ASSIGNED STATUS OF INACTVE PROJECTS 

CC – repaint cafeteria kitchen walls 
and storeroom, lobby, and 
bathrooms 

• Estimate needed

CC – gym ceiling paint flaking off • 11/8/20 added
Municipal Code – adopt 
International Property Maintenance 
Code 

Youngblood • 4/5/20 added
• 7/12/20 table until 2021 update is released, then purchase and attorney

will prepare ordinance to incorporate the IPMC into our municipal code
Municipal Code – vehicle violations Grussing • 5/12/19 added

• 12/12/21 letter needed for Brian Thomas; 1/9/22 Troy Jamison
unregistered vehicles on street

Park – Shorty Lykins • 7/14/19 added; new tree(s) needed; 8/10/20 received donation from
Historical Society

Village Garage • 1/10/21 building needs to be replaced; include restrooms, heat, and water
(NOTE:  may have environmental hazard with a buried fuel tank)
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CURRENT PROPOSED 
CHAPTER 5 – STREETS, ALLEYS, AND SIDEWALKS  
5.16 BURNING LEAVES AND RUBBISH 

No person shall burn any leaves, paper, rubbish or other substances 
upon any street, sidewalk, or alley. 

Leave as is EXCEPT add a note to see Chapter 12.11 for information 
on open burning. 



VILLAGE OF BELLFLOWER 
MUNICIPAL CODE REVISIONS RELATED TO BURNING 

10-2022 Proposed Changes to Burning Ordinances Page 2 of 3 

CHAPTER 12 – NUISANCES 
12.11 OPEN BURNING 

A. No person shall cause or allow open burning of any combustible 
material, conduct any salvage operation by open burning, or cause 
or allow the open burning of any combustible material in any 
chamber not specifically designed for the purpose and approved by 
the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency pursuant to 
regulations adopted by the Illinois Air Pollution Control Board, 
excepting it shall be lawful for any person to set fire to, ignite or 
burn any combustible material in any outdoor fireplace, grill or 
barbecue pit if: 
1. Such fire is used solely for the purpose of cooking; and  
2. Such fire is kept under competent and continuous supervision; 

and 
3. All inflammable and combustible material is removed enough 

distance from the fireplace, grill, or barbecue pit so as not to 
constitute a fire hazard; and 

4. All such burning is enough distance from other residents, and 
properties, to not be a nuisance, constitute a fire hazard or impair 
the breathing of free air to adjacent persons or property owners; 
and 

5. All fires or coals in said fireplace, grill or barbecue pit are 
thoroughly extinguished after the use thereof has been 
completed. 

B. Definition. "Open burning" is the combustion of any matter in the 
open or in an open dump. 

C. This section shall embrace, but not conflict with, the provisions of 
the Illinois Environmental Protection Act, Title II – Air Pollution 
(415 ILCS 5/9(c)). 

CHAPTER 12 – NUISANCES 
12.11 OPEN BURNING 

A. No person shall cause or allow open burning of any combustible 
material or refuse, conduct any salvage operation by open burning, 
or cause or allow the burning of any refuse or combustible material 
in any chamber not specifically designed for the purpose and 
approved by the Illinois environmental protection agency pursuant 
to regulations adopted by the Illinois air pollution control board; 
except that it shall be lawful for any person to burn landscape 
waste upon the premises where it is produced, when such burning 
shall take place between sunup and sundown, and when such 
burning is conducted in a manner and under such conditions as will 
create the least visibility hazards on adjacent roadways, walkways 
and railroad tracks, and will create the least amount of pollutants 
reasonably possible at such time.  Further, it shall also be lawful for 
any person to set fire to, ignite, or burn any combustible material in 
any outdoor fireplace, grill, or barbecue pit if: 
1. Such fire is used solely for the purpose of cooking; and 
2. Such fire is kept under competent and continuous supervision; 

and 
3. All flammable and combustible material is removed a distance 

of at least 30 feet from the fireplace, grill, or barbecue pit so as 
not to constitute a fire hazard; and 

4. All such burning is a distance of at least 30 feet from other 
residences and properties so as to not be a nuisance, constitute a 
fire hazard or impair the breathing of free air to adjacent persons 
or property owners; and 

5. All fires or coals in said fireplace, grill or barbecue pit are 
thoroughly extinguished after the use thereof has been 
completed. 

B. Definitions. 
1. Open Burning.  The combustion of any matter in the open or in 

an open dump. 
2. Landscape Waste.  All accumulations of grass or shrubbery 

cuttings, leaves, tree limbs and other materials accumulated as 
the result of the care of lawns, shrubbery, vines, and trees. 

3. Brush.  Trimmings from shrubs, trees, or other woody plants 
not less than two feet nor more than six feet in length and not 
more than two inches in diameter. 
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C. Burning of Landscape Waste. 
The burning of landscape waste in the open air, under proper 
regulations shall be permitted so long as the same is not in conflict 
with the provisions of the acts of the state and its subsidiary 
agencies relative to the burning of landscape wastes in open air. 

D. This section shall embrace, but not conflict with, the provisions of 
the Illinois Environmental Protection Act, Title II – Air Pollution 
(415 ILCS 5/9(c)). 
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NOVEMBER 13, 2022 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
President Allen Grussing called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Bellflower Community Center 
Cafeteria, 104 West Center Street, Bellflower. 
 
The Meeting Notice and Agenda (copy attached) was posted on the Bellflower Community Center 
Exterior Bulletin Board on November 11, 2022, at 4:15 p.m. 
  
BOARD ATTENDANCE 
 Present: President Allen Grussing; Trustees Skee Aldrich, Teresa Drinkwater, Andrew Ellis, 
  Steve Weiss, and Shane Zimmerman 
 Absent: Trustee Bart Lytel 
 Six of seven board members were present, which formed a quorum. 
VILLAGE OFFICIALS PRESENT – Clerk Herb Youngblood 
PUBLIC ATTENDANCE – Joe Mikulecky and Kevin Hannel of Farnsworth Group 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
• Approve minutes of the regular meeting held on October 9, 2022 
• Approve expenditures during the period October 10, 2022 through November 13, 2022 
MOTION by Trustee Ellis to approve the foregoing consent agenda items.  Seconded by Trustee Weiss.  
Vote:  5 yes; -0- no.  Motion passed. 
 
POLICE ACTIVITIES 
President Grussing reported: 

• Chief Dingler was asked about no traffic fines being issued during the months of September and 
October 2022.  Chief Dingler stated one full-time officer left the department, and a significant 
amount of time has been spent investigating a local domestic abuse case and a stolen auto. 

• After months of requesting information about the new truck purchase, the following details were 
received:  purchase price $38,000 including add-ons, costs split between Arrowsmith and 
Bellflower (20% each) and Downs (60%) and billed over 5 years.  We should have been billed 
$127/month, but they billed $633.33/month for 4 months, so we’ve paid $2,533.33 toward our 
portion. 

• Downs is supposed to bill us monthly for services, but instead seem to average issuing 3 months 
of bills at one time.  This situation can cause cash flow issues. 

The board concurred that President Grussing should again contact LeRoy, as well as Farmer City, Gibson 
City, and Fisher to explore other policing options. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
a. Project Status Report 

• Community Center 
1. Playground picnic table – Trustee Ellis confirmed Blue Ridge High School will build a table. 
2. A/C compressor pad on west side of gym – MOTION by Trustee Zimmerman to approve JCs 

Heating (Gibson City) estimate of $500 to disconnect/reconnect compressor so the pad can be 
releveled.  Seconded by Trustee Ellis.  Vote:  5 yes; -0- no.  Motion passed. 



2022-11-13 Minutes – Approved on December 11, 2022 Page 2 of 3 

• Don Harden Field 
1. Old picnic tables – Trustee Ellis confirmed Blue Ridge High School will build tables.  The 

board suggested requesting 6 tables which includes the Community Center. 
• Surplus Property (201 W South St; formerly Cler) – sale bids were to have been opened at this 

meeting, but no bids were received.  MOTION by Trustee Zimmerman to extend indefinitely the 
date for receiving bids.  Seconded by Trustee Drinkwater.  Vote:  5 yes; -0- no.  Motion passed 

b. MFT Program FY22-23 
• Tree removals – complete except for the tree on the alley behind the Catholic church.  Due to its 

proximity to power lines, Ameren hopes to partially cut down the tree in January so that we can 
safely finish the removal and stump grinding. 

• The board requested a review of the Bellflower Municipal Code to ensure a prohibition of any 
trees from being planted in village rights-of-way.  If a prohibition does not exist, the code should 
be amended to include such. 

• Gravel – Invenergy has no excess rock or millings available.  Harold Mitchell will deliver 2 
truckloads of rock on 11/14/2022. 

c. Water System 
• Tower maintenance – short-term inspections/maintenance are complete, awaiting reports.  Veolia 

is working on a long-term maintenance proposal. 
• Backup well – Farnsworth discussed remediation of arsenic issues experienced with the backup 

well.  Arsenic levels are not increased by lack of use of the backup water well.  There is no easy 
fix:  (1) a deeper well could be dug, but new issues could be revealed, and you still may have an 
arsenic problem at lower depths; (2) an expensive extraction system could be installed, but you 
then have to dispose of the extracted waste and that could be difficult and expensive; (3) install 
expensive equipment to blend the water from the backup well with the main well and hopefully 
lessen the arsenic concentration; (4) dig a new well, with test well costs between $54,000 and 
$96,000 and new well costs of $500,000 and up.  A new well is probably the best solution, but 
funding may be an issue.  A 5th option would be to sell the waterworks. 

• Lead service lines – Farnsworth discussed a federal Environmental Protection Agency mandate, 
administered by the state, to inventory all lead services lines (the piping between the village water 
box and a property owner’s structure) by April 2024.  The village must pay all costs associated 
with the inventory as well as all costs to replace any lead service lines found during the inventory.  
Grant funds may be requested subject to availability.  A grant application for inventory costs is 
due by December 2nd.  Farnsworth will provide a list of 3rd party inventory providers. 

d. Insurance claims – $1,500 (actual cash value less $500 deductible) received as proceeds for the 1998 
Ford Ranger totaled due to a collision on 9/23/2022.  9/18-19/2022 hail damage claim being worked. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
a. Open Burning – MOTION by Trustee Drinkwater to adopt Ordinance 2022-07 “An Ordinance 

Amending the Open Burning Sections in Chapters 5.16 and 12.11 of the Bellflower Municipal Code” 
(copy attached).  Seconded by Trustee Aldrich.  Roll call vote:  Yes-Trustees Aldrich, Drinkwater, 
Ellis, Weiss, and Zimmerman; No (-0-); Absent (1).  Vote summary:  Yes (5), No (-0-), Absent (1).  
Motion passed. 

b. Credit Card – MOTION by Trustee Weiss to adopt Resolution R2022-07 “A Resolution Authorizing 
a Credit Card Account at Heartland Bank and Trust Company” (copy attached).  Seconded by Trustee 
Zimmerman.  Roll call vote:  Yes-Trustees Aldrich, Drinkwater, Ellis, Weiss, and Zimmerman;  
No (-0-); Absent (1).  Vote summary:  Yes (5), No (-0-), Absent (1).  Motion passed. 

c. Depot gutter replacement – MOTION by Trustee Ellis to approve Crown Exteriors and Construction 
$6,455.95 estimate to replace all fascia boards and gutters/downspouts at the Depot.  Roll call vote:  
Yes-Trustees Aldrich, Drinkwater, Ellis, Weiss, and Zimmerman; No (-0-); Absent (1).  Vote 
summary:  Yes (5), No (-0-), Absent (1).  Motion passed. 
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d. Boil Order signs – MOTION by Trustee Zimmerman to approve spending up to $200 to obtain “boil 
order in effect” and “boil order lifted” signs for use when water maintenance occurs.  Seconded by 
Trustee Weiss.  Vote:  5 yes; -0- no.  Motion passed. 

e. Gym HVAC repair – President Grussing will obtain estimates to repair the HVAC unit over the 
concession stand. 

f. Street lighting on W South St – Subsequent to a homeowner requesting better street lighting, Ameren 
repaired a streetlight located at the corner of her house.  No further action has been requested or 
needed. 

 
BOARD REPORTS 
President Grussing 

• A Citizens Party caucus will be held on December 5, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. in the Community Center 
cafeteria to select 3 trustees for the April 4, 2023 general election ballot. 

 
Trustee Zimmerman 

• Need to review water ordinance for increases in water rates and fees, along with billing process 
(arrears vs advance), and bill timing (quarterly vs monthly). 

• Need to discuss how the water fund could support future system maintenance needs, such as 
replacing old mains, and replacing the emergency (backup) well. 

 
Trustee Ellis 

• Will replace wiper blades on the snowplow. 
• Will check again about availability of new plow blade for snowplow 
• Asked what is being done about the Coffin structures at 101 W Melvin St.  President Grussing 

sent a zoning violations letter by certified and first-class mail.  If the structures are not removed, 
the matter will be sent to the village attorney for legal action. 

 
Trustee Drinkwater 

• Reported wasps in 1st grade room.  Orkin sprayed. 
• Breakfast with Santa planned for 12/3/2022 from 9 – 11 a.m.  This will be a Blue Ridge High 

School fundraising event by the freshman class. 
• Allison Butler complained about the John Short house/fence conditions at 103 W South St.  Also 

reported seeing rats on their property, which could be a result of cleanup activity at the Bidner 
vacant lot. 

• Thanksgiving Feast recap – 292 people, $4,815 income, $2,526.57 expense. 
 
Clerk Youngblood 

• The following documents (copies attached) for fiscal year 5/1/2021 through 4/30/2022 were filed 
in the McLean County Clerk’s Office on October 25, 2022:  (1) Feller & Kuester CPAs audit 
report, (2) state annual financial report, and (3) the Annual Treasurer’s Report. 

• Ordinance 2022-06 “Tax Levy Ordinance for Fiscal Year 2022-2023” (copy attached) was filed 
in the McLean County Clerk’s Office on October 25, 2022. 

 
ADJOURN 
President Grussing adjourned the meeting at 8:58 p.m. until the regular meeting on Sunday, December 11, 
2022, at 6:00 p.m. 
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NOVEMBER 13, 2022 
 

The next regular meeting of the Village of Bellflower Board of Trustees will be held Sunday, November 13, 
2022, at 6:00 p.m. in the Bellflower Community Center Cafeteria, 104 West Center Street, Bellflower. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
CONSENT AGENDA 

• Approve minutes of the regular meeting held on October 9, 2022 
• Approve expenditures during the period October 10, 2022 through November 13, 2022 

POLICE ACTIVITIES 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
a. Project Status Report 

• Community Center 
1) Playground picnic table – Blue Ridge High School willing to build? 
2) A/C compressor pad on west side of gym 

• Don Harden Field 
1) Old picnic tables – Blue Ridge High School willing to build? 

• Surplus Property (201 W South St) – open bids 
b. MFT Program FY22-23 

• Tree Removals – review status, including Raymer sidewalk 
• Gravel – review status 

c. Water System 
• Tower maintenance plans (near-term and long-term) 
• Backup well – Farnsworth discussion 

d. Insurance claims 
NEW BUSINESS 
a. Adopt Ordinance 2022-07 “An Ordinance Amending the “Open Burning” Sections in Chapters 5.16 

and 12.11 of the Bellflower Municipal Code” 
b. Adopt Resolution R2022-07 “A Resolution Authorizing a Credit Card Account at Heartland Bank 

and Trust Company” 
c. Depot – gutter replacement 
d. Water – purchase “boil order” signs 
e. Gym – repair furnace over concession stand 
f. Street lighting on W South St 
BOARD REPORTS 
ADJOURN – next regular meeting Sunday, December 11, 2022 
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ACTIVE PROJECTS 
DESCRIPTION ASSIGNED STATUS OF ACTIVE PROJECTS 

CC – exterior Grussing • A/C compressor pads – repair any sinking into ground (gym west side 
locker room door) 

• Cafeteria lobby exterior doors – replace 
• Downspouts - splash blocks/gutter extensions needed 
• Playground picnic table – possibly Blue Ridge High School build 

CC – interior Grussing • Basement – replace stairwell exterior “lean-to” slanted roof and install 
interior door over stairwell 

• Men’s locker room floods 
Depot Grussing • Add chimney cap/replace mesh screens near roofline – 5/3/20 

• Repair deck boards – 8/8/21 lumber prices too high 
Don Harden Field Grussing • Concession Stand Upper west wall – replace rotten boards 

• Picnic tables, worn – possibly Blue Ridge High School build 
• Water – 5/15/22 Enger reviewing repairs for fountain bubbler 

Equipment Ellis • Mower pulled by tractor – 9/12/21 Ellis has repair parts 
• Plow Truck – 3/13/22 plow blade needs replacement 

Library Grussing • Replace trim around door/windows – 5/12/19 
• Install new back door – 8/9/20 
• Replace front posts/handrails – 8/9/20; 8/8/21 lumber prices too high 
• Install bathroom high-rise toilet, grab bar, new sink/vanity – 8/9/20; 

3/1/22 approved Enger Brother toilet install labor, village buy toilet 
Municipal Code – digital version Youngblood • 2/28/20 created PDF of 1975 “base” book; 9/13/20 applied updates back 

through 5/1/1999 minutes 
• Ordinances missing from various years; code book needs complete 

revision; need a platform to publish so owners and residents can access 
Municipal Code – property 
maintenance violations 

Grussing • Andjelich (102 N Vine) – 6/17/22 sent notice 
• Bidner (Rt 54) – 2/11/20 sent notice; 3/16/22 emailed Heidi Bell about 

Trent Butler’s interest in purchasing; 6/12/22 not selling; send notice 
• Brown (205 N Latcha St) – 7/11/21 need construction plans and engineer 

structural report; 10/10/21 building permit will only be issued after plans 
approved and McLean County approves septic; Brown wants to install 
fiber optic but needs village agreement; 5/15/22 completed Farnsworth 
bracing requests, demo sign removed; 6/17 sent reassess invoice 

• Cash (709 E Kleinbeck St) – 2/11/20 sent notice; 3/25/22 sent request to 
complete repairs; 3/29/22 will complete by 6/30/22; 6/12/22 no activity 

• Fischer (E Kleinbeck St) – 3/25/22 sent notice; 4/11/22 will complete 
within 90 days; 6/12/22 no activity 

Open Burning – municipal code Grussing • 9/11/2022 revise §12.11; 10/9 OK to prepare new ordinance 
Park – N Latcha St Grussing • 10/10/21 research transforming the parcel into a village park; 1/9/22 

Frank Tharp and Darwin Richmond will continue haying until further 
notice; 2/13/22 exploring grant and planning opportunities; 9/11/22 
approved Dennis Martin drainage project 

Personnel – review/revise all job 
descriptions 

Youngblood • 7/12/20 added; board to review/revise all for FY21-22; add new 
description for water hydrant flushing/locates/notices/turn on-off and 
street drain cleaning 

Streets – install signs and poles Zimmerman • 9/8/19 added; 6/12/22 signs on hand, various sizes, research needs and 
requirements 

Streets – ROW tree removal (MFT) Grussing • 9/11/22 approved Steven Sprau/Cody Shelton estimates 
Surplus Property – former Cler Grussing • 9/11/22 property declared surplus; review sale proposals 11/13/22 
Water – municipal code Grussing • 8/14/22 chapter 6 needs complete revision to bring up to date 
Water – fire hydrants Grussing • 3/13/22 need repainting based on flow rate at each hydrant; 4/10/22 

iron/steel extension service lines must be rust/leak checked and replaced 
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DESCRIPTION ASSIGNED STATUS OF ACTIVE PROJECTS 
Water – secondary well Grussing • 12/12/21 incorporate replacement in future planning; 9/11/22 contacted 

McLean County about possible funding, no response; 9/11/22 discuss 
arsenic abatement in current well with Farnsworth 

Water – tower maintenance Grussing • 10/17/22 Veolia inspected exterior and cleaned/inspected interior; 
awaiting findings report 

Water – tower pump house storage 
and security 

Grussing • 1/12/20 added 
• 9/12/21 Pagel was to estimate and include bollards to protect gas line and 

generator; 1/9/22 no Pagel response, need other vendor 
Water – Wickboldt business Zimmerman • 7/12/20 added; business garden watering causes high usage 

• 5/15/22 separate line for business, with meter and backflow preventer, 
must be installed by Enger at customer expense. 

Wind Farm Income Grussing • 2/27/22 first meeting to discuss possible usage 
 
INACTIVE PROJECTS 

DESCRIPTION ASSIGNED STATUS OF INACTVE PROJECTS 
CC – repaint cafeteria kitchen walls 
and storeroom, lobby, and 
bathrooms 

 • Estimate needed 

CC – gym ceiling paint flaking off  • 11/8/20 added 
Municipal Code – adopt 
International Property Maintenance 
Code 

Youngblood • 4/5/20 added 
• 7/12/20 table until 2021 update is released, then purchase and attorney 

will prepare ordinance to incorporate the IPMC into our municipal code 
Municipal Code – vehicle violations Grussing • 5/12/19 added 

• 12/12/21 letter needed for Brian Thomas; 1/9/22 Troy Jamison 
unregistered vehicles on street 

Park – Shorty Lykins  • 7/14/19 added; new tree(s) needed; 8/10/20 received donation from 
Historical Society 

Village Garage  • 1/10/21 building needs to be replaced; include restrooms, heat, and water 
(NOTE:  may have environmental hazard with a buried fuel tank) 
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WHEREAS, the Illinois Municipal Code, 65 ILCS 5/1-2-1, provides that the corporate 
authorities of each municipality may pass all ordinances and make all rules and regulations 
proper or necessary, to carry into effect the powers granted to municipalities, with such fines 
or penalties as may be deemed proper; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Bellflower Municipal Code of 1975 (as amended) contains all ordinances in 
effect for the Village of Bellflower; and 
 
WHEREAS, in accordance with the provisions of the Illinois Environmental Protection Act, 
Title II – Air Pollution (415 ILCS 5/9(c)) it is necessary to clarify and update sections related to 
“open burning” within the Bellflower Municipal Code of 1975 (as amended). 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the President and Board of Trustees of the 
Village of Bellflower, as follows: 
 

Section 1:  Recitals.  The recitals set forth above are hereby incorporated into and 
made a part of this ordinance as though set forth in this Section 1. 

 
Section 2:  Chapter 5.16 “Burning Leaves and Rubbish” of the Bellflower Municipal 
Code of 1975 (as amended) is replaced in its entirety with the words and figures as 
shown in Exhibit A, and the replacement language is hereby adopted. 

 
Section 3:  Chapter 12.11 “Open Burning” of the Bellflower Municipal Code of 1975 
(as amended) is replaced in its entirety with the words and figures as shown in Exhibit 
B, and the replacement language is hereby adopted. 

 
Section 4:  All ordinances and resolutions, or parts thereof, in conflict with the 
provisions of this ordinance are, to the extent of such conflict, expressly repealed. 

 
Section 5:  The provisions of this ordinance are hereby declared to be severable, and 
if any part is declared invalid for any reason by a Court of competent jurisdiction, it 
shall not affect the remainder of the ordinance which shall continue in full force and 
effect. 

 
Section 6:  Effective Date.  This ordinance shall be in full force and effect 10 days 
following its adoption, approval, and publication, as provided by law. 

 
ADOPTED this 13th day of November 2022, pursuant to a roll call vote by the Board of Trustees 
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EXHIBIT A 
 
5.16 BURNING LEAVES AND RUBBISH 

No person shall burn any leaves, paper, rubbish, or other substances upon any street, 
sidewalk, or alley.  [See Chapter 12.11 “Open Burning” for further information and 
restrictions related to open burning of leaves and rubbish.] 
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EXHIBIT B 
 
12.11 OPEN BURNING 

A. No person shall cause or allow open burning of any combustible material or refuse, 
conduct any salvage operation by open burning, or cause or allow the open burning of 
any combustible material or refuse in any chamber not specifically designed for the 
purpose and approved by the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency pursuant to 
regulations adopted by the Illinois Air Pollution Control Board, except that it shall be 
lawful for any person to burn landscape waste upon the premises where it is produced, 
when such burning shall take place between sunup and sundown, and when such 
burning is conducted in a manner and under such conditions as will create the least 
visibility hazards on adjacent roadways, walkways and railroad tracks, and will create 
the least amount of pollutants reasonably possible at such time.  Further, it shall also 
be lawful for any person to set fire to, ignite, or burn any combustible material in any 
outdoor fireplace, grill, or barbecue pit if: 

1. Such fire is used solely for the purpose of cooking; and  
2. Such fire is kept under competent and continuous supervision; and 
3. All inflammable and combustible material is removed a distance of at least 30 feet 

from the fireplace, grill, or barbecue pit so as not to constitute a fire hazard; and 
4. All such burning is a distance of at least 30 feet from other residences and 

properties to not be a nuisance, constitute a fire hazard, or impair the breathing of 
free air to adjacent persons or property owners; and 

5. All fires or coals in said fireplace, grill or barbecue pit are thoroughly extinguished 
after the use thereof has been completed. 

B. Definitions. 

1. Open Burning.  The combustion of any matter in the open or in an open dump. 
2. Landscape Waste.  All accumulations of grass or shrubbery cuttings, leaves, tree 

limbs, and other materials accumulated as the result of the care of lawns, 
shrubbery, vines, and trees. 

3. Brush.  Trimmings from shrubs, trees, or other woody plants not less than two feet 
nor more than six feet in length, and not more than two inches in diameter. 

 
C. Burning of Landscape Waste.  The burning of landscape waste in the open air, under 

proper regulations, shall be permitted so long as the same is not in conflict with the 
provisions of the acts of the state and its subsidiary agencies relative to the burning of 
landscape wastes in open air. 

D. This section shall embrace, but not conflict with, the provisions of the Illinois 
Environmental Protection Act, Title II – Air Pollution (415 ILCS 5/9(c)).  
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NOTICE OF ORDINANCE PUBLICATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 I, Herbert L. Youngblood, certify that I am the duly appointed village clerk of the Village 
of Bellflower, McLean County, Illinois. 
 

I further certify that on November 13, 2022, the Corporate Authorities of such 
municipality passed and approved the following ordinance: 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 2022-07 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE “OPEN BURNING” SECTIONS 
IN CHAPTERS 5.16 AND 12.11 

OF THE BELLFLOWER MUNICIPAL CODE 
 

which is now available for public inspection, upon request, at the village office.  Please 
contact the village clerk at 309-722-5004 to schedule an appointment to review the 
ordinance. 
 

This notice shall be posted, beginning November 14, 2022, and shall remain posted 
for at least 10 days thereafter, at the following three locations:  the exterior bulletin board of 
the Bellflower Community Center, where the village office is located; the Bellflower Post 
Office bulletin board; and the Bellflower Community Library bulletin board. 
 
 

/s/ Herbert L. Youngblood, Village Clerk 
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Feller & Kuester CPAs LLP 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Tax - Audit - Bookkeeping 
806 Parkland Court - Champaign, Illinois 61821 

Phone - (217) 351-3192   Fax - (217) 351-4135   Email - neal@fellerkuester.com 
______________________________________________________________________________        

 
INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT 

 
To the Board of Trustees 
Village of Bellflower 
Bellflower, Illinois 
 
Opinions 
 
We have audited the accompanying modified cash basis financial statements of the governmental 
activities, the business-type activities, and each major fund of the Village of Bellflower (the 
Village), as of and for the year ended April 30, 2022, and the related notes to the financial 
statements, which collectively comprise the Village’s basic financial statements as listed in the 
table of contents. 
 
In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, 
the respective modified cash basis financial position of the governmental activities, the business-
type activities, and each major fund of the Village as of April 30, 2022, and the respective 
changes in modified cash basis financial position for the year then ended in accordance with the 
modified cash basis of accounting described in Note 1. 
 
Basis for Opinions 
 
We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United 
States of America. Our responsibilities under those standards are further described in the 
Auditor's Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements section of our report. We are 
required to be independent of the Village, and to meet our other ethical responsibilities, in 
accordance with the relevant ethical requirements relating to our audit. We believe that the audit 
evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our audit opinions. 
 
Emphasis of Matter - Basis of Accounting 
 
We draw attention to Note 1 of the financial statements, which describes the basis of accounting. 
The financial statements are prepared on the modified cash basis of accounting, which is a basis 
of accounting other than accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of 
America. Our opinions are not modified with respect to this matter. 
 
Responsibilities of Management for the Financial Statements 
 
Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these financial statements 
in accordance with the modified cash basis of accounting described in Note 1, and for 
determining that the modified cash basis of accounting is an acceptable basis for the preparation 
of the financial statements in the circumstances. Management is also responsible for the design, 
implementation, and maintenance of internal control relevant to the preparation and fair 
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presentation of financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to 
fraud or error. 
 
Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements 
 
Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a 
whole are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an 
auditor's report that includes our opinions. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance but 
is not absolute assurance and therefore is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance 
with generally accepted auditing standards will always detect a material misstatement when it 
exists. The risk of not detecting a material misstatement resulting from fraud is higher than for 
one resulting from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, 
misrepresentations, or the override of internal control. Misstatements are considered material if 
there is a substantial likelihood that, individually or in the aggregate, they would influence the 
judgment made by a reasonable user based on the financial statements. 
 
In performing an audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards, we: 
 

 Exercise professional judgment and maintain professional skepticism throughout the 
audit. 
 

 Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether 
due to fraud or error, and design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks. 
Such procedures include examining, on a test basis, evidence regarding the amounts and 
disclosures in the financial statements. 
 

 Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit 
procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of 
expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the Village's internal control. Accordingly, 
no such opinion is expressed. 
 

 Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of 
significant accounting estimates made by management, as well as evaluate the overall 
presentation of the financial statements. 
 

 Conclude whether, in our judgment, there are conditions or events, considered in the 
aggregate, that raise substantial doubt about the Village's ability to continue as a going 
concern for a reasonable period of time. 
 

We are required to communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other 
matters, the planned scope and timing of the audit, significant audit findings, and certain internal 
control-related matters that we identified during the audit. 
 
Supplementary Information 
 
Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming opinions on the financial statements that 
collectively comprise the Village’s basic financial statements. The schedule of property tax 
levies, rates, extensions, and collections is presented for purposes of additional analysis and is 
not a required part of the basic financial statements. 
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The schedule of property tax levies, rates, extensions, and collections presented on page 24 is the 
responsibility of management and were derived from and relates directly to the underlying 
accounting and other records used to prepare the basic financial statements. The information has 
been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the basic financial statements 
and certain additional procedures, including comparing and reconciling such information directly 
to the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the basic financial statements or 
to the basic financial statements themselves, and other additional procedures in accordance with 
auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America. In our opinion, the 
schedule of property tax levies, rates, extensions, and collections is fairly stated, in all material 
respects, in relation to the basic financial statements as a whole on the basis of accounting 
described in Note 1. 

 
Feller & Kuester CPAs LLP 
Champaign, Illinois 
 
 October 20, 2022 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Governmental Business-Type 
Activities Activities Total

Assets
   Cash and Cash Equivalents 201,192$      182,675$      383,867$      
   Capital Assets, Net of Accumulated Depr:
      Land (Not Being Depreciated) 1,000            1,000            2,000            
      Other Capital Assets, Net 114,281        774,721        889,002        

         Total Assets 316,473        958,396        1,274,869     

Liabilities
   Payroll Tax Liabilities 2,082            -                    2,082            
   Non-Current Liabilities:
      Due Within One Year -                       IEPA Loan L17-5463, current portion11,202    IEPA Loan L17-5463, current portion11,202
      Due in More than One Year -                    184,771 184,771

         Total Liabilities 2,082            195,973        198,055        

Net Position
   Net Investment in Capital Assets 115,281        579,748        695,029        
   Restricted 73,771          -                    73,771          
   Unrestricted 125,339        182,675        308,014        

         Total Net Position 314,391$      762,423$      1,076,814$   

4 
See Accompanying Notes

VILLAGE OF BELLFLOWER
STATEMENT OF NET POSITION - MODIFIED CASH BASIS

APRIL 30, 2022



Operating Capital
Charges for Grants and Grants and Governmental Business-type

Functions/Programs Expenses Services Contributions Contributions Activities Activities Total

Primary Government:
   Governmental Activities:
      General Government 40,463$        2,785$          24,501$        -$                 (13,177)$      -$                 (13,177)$      
      Transportation and Highway 49,544          -                   -                   -                   (49,544)        -                   (49,544)        
      Public Safety 14,446          2,472            6,891            -                   (5,083)          -                   (5,083)          
      Culture and Recreation 35,751          5,580            16,135          -                   (14,036)        -                   (14,036)        
         Total Governmental Activities 140,204        10,837          47,527          -                   (81,840)        -                   (81,840)        

   Business-Type Activity:
      Water 74,855          82,429          -                   -                   -                   7,574            7,574            
         Total Business-Type Activities 74,855          82,429          -                   -                   -                   7,574            7,574            

Total Primary Government 215,059$      93,266$        47,527$        -$                 (81,840) 7,574 (74,266)

General Revenues:
Taxes:
   Property Taxes 35,148          -                   35,148          
   Telecommunications Tax 529               -                   529               
   State Income Tax 50,713          -                   50,713          
   State Sales Tax 13,553          -                   13,553          
   State Use Tax 13,533          -                   13,533          
   State Cannabis Use Tax 552               -                   552               
   State Motor Fuel Tax 22,052          -                   22,052          
   State Replacement Tax 2,204            -                   2,204            
Interest Income 171               153 324               

Total General Revenue 138,455        153               138,608        
Change in Net Position 56,615          7,727            64,342          
Net Position - Beginning 257,776        754,696        1,012,472     
Net Position - Ending 314,391$      762,423$      1,076,814$   

5 

Changes in Net Assets
Net (Expense) Revenue and

Primary Government

VILLAGE OF BELLFLOWER
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES - MODIFIED CASH BASIS

FOR THE YEAR ENDED APRIL 30, 2022

Program Revenues

See Accompanying Notes



Motor Community Community Totals
General Fuel Tax Library Center Events Governmental

Fund Fund Fund Fund Fund Funds
Assets
   Cash and Cash Equivalents 139,769$     46,173$       -$                 100$            15,150$       201,192$     
     Total Assets 139,769$     46,173$       -$                 100$            15,150$       201,192$     

Liabilities
   Payroll Tax Liabilities 2,082$         -$                 -$                 -$                 -$                 2,082$         
      Total Liabilities 2,082           -                   -                   -                   -                   2,082           

Fund Balances
   Restricted 27,598         46,173         -                   -                   -                   73,771         
   Assigned -                   -                   -                   100              15,150         15,250         
   Unassigned 110,089       -                   -                   -                   -                   110,089       
      Total Fund Balances 137,687       46,173         -                   100              15,150         199,110       

         Total Liabilities and
            Fund Balances 139,769$     46,173$       -$                 100$            15,150$       201,192$     

Reconciliation to Statement of Net Position - Modified Cash Basis:

Total Fund Balances of Governmental Funds 199,110$     

Amounts Reported for Governmental Activities in the Statement of
   Net Position - Modified Cash Basis are Different Because:

   Capital assets used in governmental activities are not financial
      resources and, therefore, are not reported in the funds 115,281

Net Position of Governmental Activities 314,391$     

APRIL 30, 2022
GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS
MODIFIED CASH BASIS

VILLAGE OF BELLFLOWER

See Accompanying Notes
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Motor Community Community Totals
General Fuel Tax Library Center Events Governmental

Fund Fund Fund Fund Fund Funds
Revenue
   Local Revenue 
      Property Taxes 35,148$       -$                 -$                 -$                 -$                 35,148$       
      Telecommunications Tax 529              -                   -                   -                   -                   529              
   Intergovernmental
      State Income Tax 50,713         -                   -                   -                   -                   50,713         
      State Sales Tax 13,553         -                   -                   -                   -                   13,553         
      State Use Tax 13,533         -                   -                   -                   -                   13,533         
      State Cannabis Use Tax 552              -                   -                   -                   -                   552              
      State Motor Fuel Tax -                   22,052         -                   -                   -                   22,052         
      State Replacement Tax 2,204           -                   -                   -                   -                   2,204           
      Local CURE Support Program 6,891           -                   -                   -                   -                   6,891           
      American Rescue Plan Act Funds 23,407         -                   -                   -                   -                   23,407         
   Other
      Fines and Forfeitures 2,472           -                   -                   -                   -                   2,472           
      Franchise Fees 2,785           -                   -                   -                   -                   2,785           
      Rent Income -                   -                   -                   5,580           -                   5,580           
      Community Donations 1,094           -                   -                   510              5,722           7,326           
      Township Donations -                   -                   -                   9,903           -                   9,903           
      Interest Income 140              31                -                   -                   -                   171              
Total Revenues 153,021       22,083         -                   15,993         5,722           196,819       

Expenditures
   Current
      General Government 40,463         -                   -                   -                   -                   40,463         
      Transportation and Highway 34,595         12,281         -                   -                   -                   46,876         
      Public Safety 14,446         -                   -                   -                   -                   14,446         
      Culture and Recreation 5,728           -                   4,430           19,217         4,016           33,391         
Total Expenditures 95,232         12,281         4,430           19,217         4,016           135,176       

Excess (Deficiency) of Revenue
   Over Expenditures 57,789         9,802           (4,430)          (3,224)          1,706           61,643         

Other Financing Sources
   Transfers In -                   -                   4,430 3,224           -                   7,654
   Transfers (Out) (7,654)          -                   -                   -                   -                   (7,654)          
Total Other Financing Sources (Uses) (7,654)          -                   4,430           3,224           -                   -                   

Net Changes in Fund Balances 50,135         9,802           -                   -                   1,706           61,643         
Fund Balances - Beginning of Year 87,552         36,371         -                   100              13,444         137,467       
Fund Balances - Ending of Year 137,687$     46,173$       -$                 100$            15,150$       199,110$     

Reconciliation to the Statement of Activities - Modified Cash Basis:
Net Change in Fund Balances of Governmental Funds 61,643$       

  Amounts Reported for Governmental Activities in the Statement of Activities - Modified 
  Cash Basis are Different Because:

  Governmental funds report all capital outlays as expenditures while governmental 
  activities report depreciation to allocate those costs over the lives of the assets.
    Depreciation Expense (5,028)          

Change in Net Position of Governmental Activities 56,615$       

VILLAGE OF BELLFLOWER
STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES

GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED APRIL 30, 2022

 See Accompanying Notes 
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IN FUND BALANCES - MODIFIED CASH BASIS



Enterprise Fund
Water Fund

Assets
Current Assets
   Cash and Cash Equivalents 182,675$           
      Total Current Assets 182,675             

Noncurrent Assets
  Capital Assets, Net of Accumulated Depreciation
     Land (Not Being Depreciated) 1,000                 
     Other Capital Assets, Net 774,721             
        Total Noncurrent Assets 775,721             

            Total Assets 958,396             

Liabilities
Current Liabilities
   IEPA Loan L17-5463, Current Portion 11,202
         Total Current Liabilities 11,202

Noncurrent Liabilities
   IEPA Loan L17-5463, Net of Current 184,771
       Total Noncurrent Liabilities 184,771             

            Total Liabilities 195,973             

Net Position
   Net Investment in Capital Assets 579,748             
   Unrestricted 182,675             

            Total Net Position 762,423$           
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VILLAGE OF BELLFLOWER
STATEMENT OF NET POSITION - MODIFIED CASH BASIS

PROPRIETARY FUND
APRIL 30, 2022

 See Accompanying Notes 



Enterprise Fund
Water Fund

Operating Revenue
   User Fees 82,429$             
      Total Operating Revenue 82,429               

Operating Expenses
   Wages 14,764
   Payroll Taxes 1,312
   Depreciation 25,223
   Repairs and Maintenance 21,407
   Utilities 4,282
   Testing 2,390
   Materials and Supplies 2,127
      Total Operating Expenses 71,505               

Operating Income (Loss) 10,924               

Non-Operating Revenue (Expenses)
   Interest Income 153                    
   Interest Expense (3,350)                
      Total Non-Operating Revenue (Expenses) (3,197)                

Change in Net Position 7,727                 
Net Position - Beginning of Year 754,696             
Net Position - End of Year 762,423$           

 See Accompanying Notes 
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VILLAGE OF BELLFLOWER
STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENSES, AND CHANGES IN FUND

PROPRIETARY FUND
FOR THE YEAR ENDED APRIL 30, 2022

NET POSITION - MODIFIED CASH BASIS



Enterprise Fund
Water Fund

Cash Flows from Operating Activities
   Receipts from Customers 82,429$             
   Payments to Suppliers of Good or Services (31,518)              
   Payments to Employees for Services (14,764)              
Net Cash Provided by (Used in) Operating Activities 36,147               

Cash Flows from Capital and Related Financing Activities
   Principal Paid on Capital Debt (11,020)              
   Interest Paid on Capital Debt (3,350)                
Net Cash Provided by (Used In) Capital and Related Financing Activities (14,370)              

Cash Flows from Investing Activities
   Receipt of Interest 153                    

Net Increase in Cash and Cash Equivalents 21,930               
Cash and Cash Equivalents - Beginning of Year 160,745             
Cash and Cash Equivalents - End of Year 182,675$           

Reconciliation of Operating Income (Loss) to Net Cash
Provided by (Used in) Operating Activities
   Operating Income (Loss) 10,924$             
   Adjustments to Reconcile Operating Income to Net Cash Provided
   (Used in) Operating Activities:
      Depreciation Expense 25,223               
Net Cash Provided by (Used in) Operating Activities 36,147$             
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VILLAGE OF BELLFLOWER
STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS - MODIFIED CASH BASIS

PROPRIETARY FUND
FOR THE YEAR ENDED APRIL 30, 2022

 See Accompanying Notes 
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NOTE 1 - Summary of Significant Accounting Policies  
 
As discussed further later in this Note, these financial statements are presented on a modified cash 
basis of accounting, which is a basis of accounting other than accounting principles generally accepted 
in the United States of America (GAAP) established by the Governmental Accounting Standards 
Board (GASB). These modified cash basis financial statements generally meet the presentation and 
disclosure requirements applicable to GAAP, in substance, but are limited to the elements presented 
in the financial statements and the constraints of the measurement and recognition criteria of the 
modified cash basis of accounting. 
 
Financial Reporting Entity 
 
The Village of Bellflower (the Village) is duly organized and existing under the provisions of the laws 
of the State of Illinois. The Village is governed by an elected Board consisting of six trustees. The 
Village’s financial reporting entity is composed of a single primary government. In determining the 
financial reporting entity, the Village complies with the provisions of GASB Statement No. 61, The 
Financial Reporting Entity. Based on the operational and financial criteria of that statement, the 
Village does not have a component unit that should be reported as part of the reporting entity. 
 
Basis of Presentation 

 
Government-Wide Financial Statements 

 
The Statement of Net Position – Modified Cash Basis and the Statement of Activities – Modified Cash 
Basis display information about the reporting government as a whole. They include all funds of the 
reporting entity except for fiduciary funds. The statements distinguish between governmental and 
business-type activities. Governmental activities generally are financed through taxes, 
intergovernmental revenues, and other non-exchange revenues. Business-type activities are financed 
in whole or in part by fees charged to external parties for goods or services. 

 
Fund Financial Statements 

 
Fund financial statements of the reporting entity are organized into funds, each of which is considered 
to be a separate accounting entity. Each fund is accounted for by providing a separate set of self-
balancing accounts that constitutes its assets, liabilities, fund equity, revenues, and 
expenditures/expenses. Funds are organized into two major categories: governmental and proprietary. 
An emphasis is placed on major funds within the governmental and proprietary categories. A fund is 
considered major if it is the primary operating fund of the Village or meets the following criteria: 
 

 Total assets, liabilities, revenues, or expenditures/expenses of that individual governmental 
fund or proprietary fund are at least ten percent of the corresponding total for all funds of that 
category or type. 
 

 Total assets, liabilities, revenues, or expenditures/expenses of that individual governmental 
fund or proprietary fund are at least five percent of the corresponding total for all governmental 
and proprietary funds combined. 
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The funds of the financial reporting entity are described below: 
 

Governmental Funds 
 

General Fund – The general fund is the primary operating fund of the Village and is always classified 
as a major fund. It is used to account for all activities except those legally or administratively required 
to be accounted for in other funds. 

 
Special Revenue Funds – Special revenue funds are used to account for the proceeds of specific 
revenue sources that are either legally restricted to expenditures for specific purposes or designated to 
finance particular functions or activities of the Village. The reporting entity included the following 
special revenue funds that are reported as major funds: 

 
Fund       Brief Description 

Motor Fuel Tax Fund Accounts for motor fuel tax provided by the State of 
Illinois and expenditures paid for transportation and 
highway repair and replacement. 

 
Library Fund Accounts for revenues received and expenditures 

related to the Village library. 
  

Community Center Fund Accounts for property taxes levied by the Bellflower 
Township and passed to the Village, rental income 
received for use of the community center, and 
expenditures paid for maintenance and upkeep of the 
community center. 

 
Community Events Fund Accounts for donations received and expenditures 

paid for special events hosted by the Village. 
 

Proprietary Fund 
 
Enterprise Funds – Enterprise funds are used to account for business-type activities provided to the 
general public. These activities are financed primarily by user charges and measurement of financial 
activity focuses on net income measurement similar to the private sector. The reporting entity includes 
the following enterprise fund that is reported as a major fund: 

 
Fund        Brief Description 

Water Fund Accounts for revenues received and expenditures paid 
for operating the water system. 

 
The library fund and community events fund do not meet the requirements of a major fund; however, 
management has elected to include them as major funds of the reporting entity. 
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Measurement Focus and Basis of Accounting 
 

Measurement focus is a term used to describe “how” transactions are recorded within the various 
financial statements. Basis of accounting refers to “when” transactions are recorded regardless of the 
measurement focus applied. 

 
Measurement Focus 

 
In the government-wide Statement of Net Position – Modified Cash Basis and the Statement of 
Activities – Modified Cash Basis, both governmental activities and business-type activities are 
presented using the “economic resources” measurement focus, within the limitations of the modified 
cash basis of accounting, as defined below. 

 
In the fund financial statements, the “current financial resources” measurement focus or the “economic 
resources” measurement focus, as applied to the modified cash basis of accounting, is used as defined 
below: 

 
 All governmental funds utilize a “current financial resources” measurement focus. Only      

current financial assets and liabilities are generally included on their balance sheets. Their 
operating statements present sources and uses of available spendable financial resources during 
a given period. These funds use fund balance as their measure of available spendable financial 
resources at the end of the period. 
 

 The proprietary funds utilize an “economic resources” measurement focus. The accounting 
objectives of this measurement focus are the determination of operating income, changes in net 
position (or cost recovery), financial position, and cash flows. All assets and liabilities (whether 
current or non-current, financial or non-financial) associated with their activities are reported. 
These funds’ equities are classified as net position. 

 
Basis of Accounting 

 
In the government-wide Statement of Net Position – Modified Cash Basis and Statement of Activities 
– Modified Cash Basis and the fund financial statements, activities and funds are presented using a 
modified cash basis of accounting. This basis recognizes assets, liabilities, net position/fund equity, 
revenues, and expenditures/expenses when they result from cash transactions with a provision for 
depreciation and recording of long-term debt in the government-wide financial statements and 
proprietary funds financial statements. This basis is a comprehensive basis of accounting other than 
accounting principles generally accepted in the United State of America. 

 
As a result of the use of this modified cash basis of accounting, certain assets and their related revenues 
(such as accounts receivable and revenue for billed or provided services not yet collected) and certain 
liabilities and their related expenses (such as accounts payable and expenses for goods or services 
received but not yet paid, and accrued expenses and liabilities) are not recorded in these financial 
statements. 
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If the Village utilized the basis of accounting recognized as generally accepted in the United States of 
America, the fund financial statements for governmental funds would use the modified accrual basis 
of accounting. All government-wide financial statements and fund financial statements for proprietary 
funds would be presented on the accrual basis of accounting. 

 
Cash and Cash Equivalents 
 
For the purpose of these statements, cash and cash equivalents include all cash and highly liquid 
investments acquired with an original maturity date of three months or less. 

 
Capital Assets 

 
The Village’s modified cash basis of accounting reports capital assets resulting from cash transactions 
and reports depreciation where appropriate. The accounting treatment over property, plant, and 
equipment (capital assets) depends on whether the assets are used in governmental fund operations or 
proprietary fund operations and similar discretely presented component unit operations and whether 
they are reported in the government-wide or fund financial statements. 

 
Government-Wide Financial Statements 

 
In the government–wide financial statements, capital assets arising from cash transactions are 
accounted for as assets in the Statement of Net Position – Modified Cash Basis. All capital assets are 
valued at historical cost or estimated historical cost if actual is unavailable. Detailed capital asset 
records of the water fund acquired before May 1, 1997, have not been maintained. Infrastructure assets 
include roads, bridges, curbs and gutters, streets and sidewalks, drainage systems, and lighting 
systems. The Village has elected to report only those infrastructure capital assets that were acquired 
or constructed since May 1, 2004.  

 
Depreciation of all exhaustible capital assets arising from cash transactions is recorded as an allocated 
expense in the Statement of Activities – Modified Cash Basis, with accumulated depreciation reflected 
in the Statement of Net Position – Modified Cash Basis. Depreciation is provided over the assets’ 
estimated useful lives using the straight-line method of depreciation. The range of estimated useful 
lives and capitalization threshold by type of asset is as follows: 
  
       Useful Life        Capitalization  
          (Years)      Threshold 

Buildings        20 – 40       $ 50,000 
Water System       20 – 40       $ 50,000 

        Equipment and Vehicles        7 – 14       $   5,000   
        
Fund Financial Statements 

 
In the fund financial statements, capital assets arising from cash transactions acquired for use in 
governmental fund operations are accounted for as capital outlay expenditures of the governmental 
fund upon acquisition. Capital assets acquired for use in proprietary fund operations are accounted for 
the same as government-wide financial statements. 
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Long-Term Debt 
 

All long-term debt to be repaid from governmental resources is reported as liabilities in the 
government-wide statements. All long-term debt to be repaid from business-type resources is reported 
as liabilities in the government-wide statements and fund financial statements. 

 
Long-term debt arising from cash basis transactions of governmental funds is not reported as liabilities 
in the fund financial statements. The debt proceeds are reported as other financing sources and 
payment of principal and interest reported as expenditures. The accounting for proprietary funds is the 
same in the fund financial statements as the treatment in the government-wide financial statements, 
which as the debt proceeds are reported as liabilities at the time of occurrence and payment of principal 
is reported as a reduction in debt outstanding and interest is reported as an expense.  
 
Equity Classification 
 
Government-Wide Statements 
 
In the government-wide financial statements, equity is classified as net position and displayed in three 
components. When both restricted and unrestricted resources are available for use, it is the Village's 
policy to use restricted resources first and then unrestricted. 
 

 Net Investment in Capital Assets - consists of capital assets including restricted capital assets,  
net of accumulated depreciation and reduced by the outstanding balances of any bonds, 
mortgages, notes or other debt that are attributable to the acquisition, construction, or 
improvement of those assets. 

 
 Restricted Net Position - consists of net position with constraints placed on their use either by 

external groups, by laws of other higher authority governments, or by constitutional provisions. 
The Village at April 30, 2022 reported the total amount of $73,771 as restricted in the following 
components: 
 

 $46,173 restricted for unspent motor fuel tax. This amount can only be spent on street 
and highway improvements under state laws and procedures. 
 

 $4,191 restricted for unspent insurance special tax levy. This amount can only be spent 
on liability insurance. 
 

 $23,407 restricted for unspent American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds. This amount 
can only be spent for purposes outlined by the grant.  

 
 Unrestricted Net Position - consists of all other net position that does not meet the definition of 

restricted or net investment in capital assets. 
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Fund Financial Statements 
 

In the governmental fund financial statements, fund equity is classified as fund balance and displayed 
in five components in accordance with GASB Statement Number 54, Fund Balance Reporting and 
Governmental Fund Type Definitions. The five components of fund balance are: 

 
 Non-spendable - consists of fund balance amounts that cannot be spent either because they are 

not in spendable form or because of legal or contractual constraints require them to be 
maintained intact. At April 30, 2022, the Village did not report any amounts as nonspendable. 

 
 Restricted - consists of fund balances with constraints placed on their use either by external 

groups, by laws of higher authority governments or by constitutional provisions, or enabling 
legislation. The Village at April 30, 2022 reported the total amount of $73,771 as restricted in 
the following components: 
 

 General Fund - $4,191 restricted for unspent insurance special tax levy. This amount 
can only be spent on liability insurance. $23,407 restricted for unspent American Rescue 
Plan Act (ARPA) funds. This amount can only be spent for purposes outlined by the 
grant. 
 

 Motor Fuel Tax Fund - $46,173 restricted for unspent motor fuel tax. This amount can 
only be spent on street and highway improvements under state laws and procedures. 
 

 Committed - consists of fund balance amounts that are constrained for specific purposes that 
are internally imposed by formal action of the highest level of decision-making authority, the 
Village Trustees. These amounts are committed thru a resolution approved by the Village 
Trustees prior to year-end (actual amounts are determined after year-end). Any changes to the 
constraints imposed require amendment by the same type of Village Trustee resolution. At April 
30, 2022, the Village did not report any amounts as committed. 

 
 Assigned - consists of fund balance amounts that are intended to be used for specific purposes 

that are not considered restricted or committed. Fund balance may be assigned by financial 
management or official action of the Village Trustees and also includes all amounts in 
governmental funds, other than the general fund, that are not restricted or committed. 
Assignments may take place after the end of the reporting period. At April 30, 2022, the Village 
showed the community center fund and community events fund remaining fund balance as 
assigned. 
 

 Unassigned - consists of residual positive fund balance within the general fund which has not 
been classified within the other above categories. Unassigned fund balance may also include 
negative balances for any governmental fund if expenditures exceed amounts restricted, 
committed or assigned for those specific purposes. At April 30, 2022, the Village reported the 
amount of $110,089 as unassigned in the general fund. 

 
The Village's flow of funds assumption prescribes that the funds with the highest level of constraint 
are expended first. If restricted or unrestricted funds are available for spending, the restricted funds 
are spent first unless there are legal documents or contracts that prohibit this (ex. grant agreements). 
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Additionally, if different levels of unrestricted funds are available for spending, the Village considers 
committed funds to be expended first followed by assigned and then unassigned funds. 
 
The Village does not maintain any rainy-day funds (amounts set aside for use in emergency situations 
or when a budgetary imbalance arises). The Village also does not utilize encumbrance accounting. 
Appropriations not spent at year-end lapse and may be acted upon as a supplemental appropriation, if 
required.  

 
Program Revenues 

 
In the Statement of Activities – Modified Cash Basis, revenues that are derived directly from each 
activity or from parties outside the Village’s taxpayers are reported as program revenues. Program 
revenues include the following: 

  
Governmental Activities 
Charges for Services: 
 

Fines and Forfeitures                             Fees paid by the public for violations of city ordinances. 
 

Franchise Fees  Fees paid by the public for franchise fees. 
  

Rent Income        Amounts remitted to the Village by entities and persons 
for use of the community center. 

 
Operating Grants and Contributions: 
 

Community Donations Amounts remitted to the Village by entities and persons 
to help pay expenses related to the library, community 
center, and special events held by the Village. 

 

Township Donations Accounts for property taxes levied by the Bellflower 
Township and passed to the Village to pay expenses 
related to maintenance and upkeep of the community 
center. 

Local CURE Support Program Revenue received from the Illinois Department of 
Commerce & Economic Opportunity for necessary 
expenditures incurred due to the public health 
emergency with respect to COVID-19. 

 

American Rescue Plan Act Funds Revenue received from the Illinois Non-Entitlement 
Unit for providing municipal government services to 
Village residents. 

 

Business -Type Activities 
Charges for Services: 
 

User Fees      Fees paid by the public for water services. 
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All other governmental revenues are reported as general. All taxes are classified as general revenue 
even if restricted for a specific purpose. 
 
Operating and Non-Operating Revenues and Expenses of the Proprietary Funds 
 
Operating revenues and expenses for the proprietary funds are those that result from providing 
services. It also includes all revenues and expenses not related to capital and related financing, non-
capital financing, or investing activities. 

 
Internal and Interfund Balances and Activities 
 
In the process of aggregating the financial information for the government-wide Statement of Net 
Position – Modified Cash Basis and Statement of Activities – Modified Cash Basis, some amounts 
reported as interfund activity and balances in the fund financial statements have been eliminated or 
reclassified. 
 
Fund Financial Statements 
 
Interfund activity, if any, within and among the governmental fund categories is reported as follows 
in the fund financial statements: 

 
 Interfund Loans - Amounts provided with a requirement for repayment are reported as interfund 

receivables and payables. 
 Interfund Services - Sales or purchases of goods and services between funds are reported as 

revenues and expenditures/expenses. 
 Interfund Reimbursements - Repayments from funds responsible for certain 

expenditures/expenses to the funds that initially paid for them are not reported as 
reimbursements but as adjustments to expenditures/expenses in the respective funds. 

 Interfund Transfers - Flow of assets from one fund to another where repayment is not expected 
are reported as transfers in and out. 

 
Government-Wide Financial Statements 

 
Interfund activity and balances, if any, are eliminated or reclassified in the government-wide financial 
statements as follows: 

 
 Internal Balances - Amounts reported in the fund financial statements as interfund receivables 

and payables are eliminated in the governmental and business-type activities columns of the 
Statement of Net Position – Modified Cash Basis, except for the net residual amounts due 
between governmental and business-type activities which are reported as Internal Balances. 

 Internal Activities - Amounts reported as interfund transfers in the fund financial statements are 
eliminated in the government-wide Statement of Activities – Modified Cash Basis except for 
the net amount of transfers between governmental and business-type activities, which are 
reported as Transfers-Internal Activities. The effects of interfund services between funds, if 
any, are not eliminated in the Statement of Activities – Modified Cash Basis. 
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Use of Estimates 
 

The preparation of financial statements in conformity with the modified cash basis of accounting used 
by the Village requires management to make estimates and assumptions that affect certain reported 
amounts and disclosures (such as estimated useful lives in determining depreciation expense); 
accordingly, actual results could differ from those estimates. 

 
Subsequent Events 

 
The Village has evaluated subsequent events through October 20, 2022, the date on which the financial 
statements were available to be issued. The Village noted no subsequent events requiring recognition 
or disclosure in the financial statements. 
 
NOTE 2 – Legal Budget 
 
Legal budgets are prepared in the form of appropriations for Village funds using cash basis of 
accounting as outlined under Chapter 50, Section 330 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes. Unexpended 
appropriations lapse at the end of the fiscal year. Once a budget is approved, it can be amended at the 
function and fund level by approval of a majority of the members of the Board of Village Trustees 
after a public notice and hearing. 
 
Appropriations transfers between budget line items may be presented to the Board at their regular 
meetings. Each transfer must have Board approval. Such transfers are made before the fact and are 
reflected in the official minutes of the Board. There were no transfers made after fiscal year-end, as 
dictated by law.  
 
NOTE 3 – Property Taxes 
  
The Village’s property tax is levied each year on all taxable real property located in the Village on or 
before the last Tuesday in December. The Board of Village Trustees passed the 2020 tax levy at their 
October 2020 meeting. The Board of Village Trustees passed the 2021 tax levy at their December 
2021 meeting. Property taxes attach as an enforceable lien on property as of January 1st and are 
payable in two installments on June 1st and September 1st. The Village receives significant 
distributions of tax receipts approximately one month after these due dates. Property taxes are recorded 
as revenue when they are received. Property tax receipts in these financial statements are from the 
2020 tax levy. 
 
NOTE 4 – Cash and Cash Equivalents 
 
The Village’s cash deposits consist of checking, certificate of deposits, and savings accounts. These 
deposits are stated at cost. The Village is authorized to invest excess funds in instruments outlined 
under Chapter 30, Section 235 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes. Such instructions include obligations 
of the U.S. Treasury, agencies, instrumentalities, commercial paper noted within the three highest 
classifications by at least two standard rating services, obligations of state and their political 
subdivision, saving accounts, credit union shares, and the Illinois Funds or such other officially 
recognized funds. The Village does not have a separate investment policy. 
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Custodial Credit Risk – Bank Deposits 
 

Custodial credit risk is the risk that in the event of a bank failure, the Village’s deposits may not be 
returned to it. The Village does not have an investment policy and thus does not have a written policy 
to address custodial credit risk. At April 30, 2022, none of the Village’s bank deposits totaling $36,781, 
reconciled to a book balance of $29,802, was subject to custodial credit risk since all deposits were 
insured by federal deposit insurance. 
 
Credit Risk and Interest Rate Risk – External Investment Pool 
 
Credit risk is the risk that the issuer will not fulfill its obligations. Interest rate risk is the risk that 
changes in interest rates will adversely affect the value of an investment or cash equivalent. At April 
30, 2022, the Village held $354,065 in the Illinois Funds Money Market Fund, an external investment 
pool. The fair value of the Village’s position in the fund is equal to the value of the Village’s fund 
shares. The portfolio is regulated by oversight of the Treasurer of the State of Illinois and private rating 
agencies. The portfolio has a AAAm rating from Standard and Poor’s. The assets of the fund are 
mainly invested in securities issued by the United States government or agencies related to the United 
States. Assets of the fund not invested in United States government securities are fully collateralized 
by pledged securities. The time to maturity of the investments in this external investment pool averages 
less than one year. 
 
NOTE 5 – Capital Assets 
 
Capital asset activity resulting from modified cash-basis transactions or events of the governmental 
activities for the fiscal year ended April 30, 2022 was as follows: 

 

Balance at Balance at
May 1, 2021 Additions Deductions April 30, 2022

Capital Assets Not Being Depreciated:
Land 1,000$            -$                    -$                    1,000$            

Other Capital Assets:
Buildings 104,406          -                      -                      104,406          
Equipment and Vehicles 62,572            -                      -                      62,572            

Total Depreciable Property 166,978          -                      -                      166,978          
Less Accumulated Depreciation for:

Buildings 13,540            2,360              -                      15,900            
Equipment and Vehicles 34,129            2,668              -                      36,797            

Total Accumulated Depreciation 47,669            5,028              -                      52,697            
Other Capital Assets, Net 119,309          (5,028)             -                      114,281          

Capital Assets, Net 120,309$        (5,028)$           -$                    115,281$        
 

 

Depreciation expense was charged to the transportation and highway function in the amount of        
$2,668 and the culture and recreation function of $2,360. 
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Capital asset activity resulting from modified cash-basis transactions or events of the business – 
type activities for the fiscal year ended April 30, 2022 was as follows: 
 

Balance at Balance at
May 1, 2021 Additions Deductions April 30, 2022

Capital Assets Not Being Depreciated:
Land 1,000$            -$                    -$                    1,000$            

Other Capital Assets:
Buildings 2,500              -                      -                      2,500              
Water System 1,104,222       -                      -                      1,104,222       

Total Depreciable Property 1,106,722       -                      -                      1,106,722       
Less Accumulated Depreciation for:

Buildings 2,500              -                      -                      2,500              
Water System 304,278          25,223            -                      329,501          

Total Accumulated Depreciation 306,778          25,223            -                      332,001          
Other Capital Assets, Net 799,944          (25,223)           -                      774,721          

Capital Assets, Net 800,944$        (25,223)$         -$                    775,721$        
 

 

Depreciation expense was charged to the water function in the amount of $ 25,223. 
 
NOTE 6 – Transfers  
 
The following is a summary of interfund transfers made during the year ended April 30, 2022: 
 

From the general fund to the library fund to cover fund deficit.   $ 4,430 
From the general fund to the community center fund to cover fund deficit.  $ 3,224 
 
NOTE 7 – Notes Payable 
 
Illinois Environmental Protection Agency Loan L17-5463 
During November of 2016, the Village passed Ordinance No. 16-04 authorizing $473,000 in debt from 
Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA) to be used for rehabilitation of the existing 50,000-
gallon elevated storage tank and construction of new water main. The agreement was amended March 
13, 2018 with the total proceeds being $458,362 with $220,236 of that amount forgiven. The interest 
rate is 1.64%. Payments are due annually on June 20th and December 20th. The first payment was due 
June 20, 2018 and the last payment is due June 20, 2037. Interest expense for the note payable in the 
year ended April 30, 2022 was $3,350 and is included in the water function on the Statement of 
Activities – Modified Cash Basis. 
 

The following is a summary of the changes in long-term debt during the year ended April 30, 2022: 
 

Balance Balance Amount Due
April 30, April 30, Within One

Type of Debt 2021 Additions Reductions 2022 Year
Business-Type Activities:
   Notes Payable 206,993    -                11,020      195,973    11,202      
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Debt Service Requirements to Maturity 
 

The annual debt service requirements to maturity, including principal and interest, for long-term debt, 
as of April 30, 2022, are as follows: 
 

Year Ended April 30,
Principal Interest

2023 11,202$       3,168$         
2024 11,386         2,984           
2025 11,574         2,796           
2026 11,764         2,606           
2027 11,958         2,412           

2028 - 2032 62,809         9,040           
2033 - 2037 68,154         3,696           

2038 7,126           58                
Total 195,973$     26,760$       

Notes Payable

 
 

NOTE 8 – Restricted Property Tax Activity 
 
The Village had the following restricted property tax activity in the general fund during the year ended 
April 30, 2022: 
 

Police Unemployment
Protection Audit Tax

Beginning Restricted Balance -$                  -$                  -$                  
Property Taxes Received 2,343            5,271            54                 
Expenditures Incurred (2,343)           (5,271)           (54)                
Ending Restricted Balance -$                  -$                  -$                  

Special Tax Levy

 
 

Social Tort Road &
Security Liability Bridge

Beginning Restricted Balance -$                  2,326$          -$                  
Property Taxes Received 1,269            13,179          2,733            
Expenditures Incurred (1,269)           (11,314)         (2,733)           
Ending Restricted Balance -$                  4,191$          -$                  

Special Tax Levy
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NOTE 9 – Risk Management 
  
The Village is exposed to the normal risks of loss similar to that of other small villages that operate a 
water utility. Protection from these risks of loss is provided through membership in the Illinois 
Municipal League Risk Management Association and the acquisition of insurance through it. During 
the year ended April 30, 2022, there were no significant reductions in coverage. Also, there have been 
no settlement amounts that have exceeded insurance coverage in the past three years. 
 
NOTE 10 – Legal Debt Margin 
  
The Village’s legal debt margin is 8.625% of the most recent available equalized assessed valuation 
(EAV) of the Village per 65 ILCS 5/8-5-1. 
 

2022 EAV 3,488,720$           
Debt Legal (%) 8.625%
Debt Margin 300,902                
Current Debt -                            
Remaining Debt Margin 300,902$              

 



Fiscal Year of Receipt 2023 2022 2021 2020 2019
Levy Year 2021 2020 2019 2018 2017
Assessed Valuations 3,488,720$  3,293,570$  3,299,242$  3,260,123$  2,969,021$  

Tax Levies
   General Corporate 10,868$       10,550$       9,609$         9,609$         9,609$         
   Medicare 126              -                   -                   -                   -                   
   Police Protection 2,470           2,400           2,000           2,000           2,000           
   Audit 5,940           5,400           4,900           4,000           3,200           
   Unemployment Tax 59                55                55                55                50                
   Street Lighting 1,646           -                   -                   -                   -                   
   Social Security 539              1,300           1,590           1,590           1,500           
   Tort Liability 13,200         13,500         13,500         13,000         12,495         
Total Tax Levies 34,848$       33,205$       31,654$       30,254$       28,854$       

Tax Rates
   General Corporate 0.31152       0.32032       0.29125       0.29474       0.32364       
   Medicare 0.00361       -         -         -         -         
   Police Protection 0.07080       0.07287       0.06062       0.06135       0.06736       
   Audit 0.17026       0.16396       0.14852       0.12269       0.10778       
   Unemployment Tax 0.00169       0.00167       0.00167       0.00169       0.00168       
   Street Lighting 0.04718       -         -         -         -         
   Social Security 0.01545       0.03947       0.04819       0.04877       0.05052       
   Tort Liability 0.37836       0.40989       0.40918       0.39876       0.42085       
Total Tax Rates 0.99887       1.00818       0.95943       0.92800       0.97183       

Tax Extensions
   General Corporate 10,868$       10,550$       9,609$         9,609$         9,609$         
   Medicare 126              -                   -                   -                   -                   
   Police Protection 2,470           2,400           2,000           2,000           2,000           
   Audit 5,940           5,400           4,900           4,000           3,200           
   Unemployment Tax 59                55                55                55                50                
   Street Lighting 1,646           -                   -                   -                   -                   
   Social Security 539              1,300           1,590           1,590           1,500           
   Tort Liability 13,200         13,500         13,500         13,000         12,495         
Total Tax Extensions 34,848$       33,205$       31,654$       30,254$       28,854$       

Tax Collections
   General Corporate 10,299$       9,599$         9,581$         9,657$         
   Police Protection 2,343           1,998           1,994           2,010           
   Audit 5,271           4,895           3,988           3,216           
   Unemployment Tax 54                55                55                50                
   Social Security 1,269           1,588           1,585           1,508           
   Tort Liability 13,179         13,486         12,961         12,558         
Tax Extension Collected 32,415         31,621         30,164         28,999         

Additions / Subtractions
   Township Road and Bridge 2,733           2,743           2,708           2,471           

Total Tax Collections 35,148$       34,364$       32,872$       31,470$       

Percentage of Extension Collected 97.62% 99.90% 99.70% 100.50%

VILLAGE OF BELLFLOWER
SCHEDULE OF PROPERTY TAX LEVIES, RATES, EXTENSIONS, AND COLLECTIONS

FOR THE YEARS ENDED APRIL 30, 2022
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VILLAGE OF BELLFLOWER, ILLINOIS 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 
MINUTES 
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DECEMBER 11, 2022 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
President Allen Grussing called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Bellflower Community Center 
Cafeteria, 104 West Center Street, Bellflower. 
 
The Meeting Notice and Agenda (copy attached) was posted on the Bellflower Community Center 
Exterior Bulletin Board on December 9, 2022, at 3:30 p.m. 
  
BOARD ATTENDANCE 
 Present: President Allen Grussing; Trustees Skee Aldrich, Teresa Drinkwater, Andrew Ellis, 
  Bart Lytel, Steve Weiss, and Shane Zimmerman 
 Absent: None 
 Seven of seven board members were present, which formed a quorum. 
VILLAGE OFFICIALS PRESENT – Clerk Herb Youngblood 
PUBLIC ATTENDANCE – None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
• Approve minutes of the regular meeting held on November 13, 2022 
• Approve expenditures during the period November 14, 2022 through December 11, 2022 
MOTION by Trustee Drinkwater to approve the foregoing consent agenda items.  Seconded by Trustee 
Weiss.  Voice vote:  6 yes; -0- no.  Motion passed. 
 
POLICE ACTIVITIES 
President Grussing reported on options for police protection other than Downs. 

• Farmer City – on 12/7/2022 he met with the mayor, city manager, and police chief who indicated 
they would review and respond. 

• LeRoy – on 12/2/2022 he called the mayor who requested an email describing what we need.  An 
email was sent on 12/7/2022 for their discussion and response. 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
a. Project Status Report 

• Community Center 
1. A/C compressor pad on west side of gym – notified JCs Heating and no action yet. 
2. Repair furnace over gym concession stand – JCs Heating will be contacted to check the unit 

and to provide an estimate for an annual service contract for all village HVAC units. 
• Equipment (plow blade replacement) – Trustee Ellis will check. 
• Municipal Code 

1. Tree planting in village right-of-way is prohibited in Code chapter 5.18A. 
2. Zoning (Coffin property violations) – 11/9 sent certified mail which was returned unclaimed 

on 11/27.  Also sent first class mail on 11/9 and the letter was not returned.  Chief Dingler 
personally served Merle Coffin in Bellflower on 12/7/2022 at which time Mr. Coffin 
indicated they had closed on a house in Mansfield and would be moving all items off the 
Bellflower property. 

• Surplus Property (201 W South St; formerly Cler) – no sale bids were received. 
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• Water System 
1. Lead service line inventory – grant proposal submitted on 11/30/2022; award decision will be 

announced in February 2023.  President Grussing discussed recent conversations with 
120Water about conducting the inventory.  120Water was a referral from Farnsworth.  
120Water typically uses a third party for boots-on-the-ground legwork but might be able to 
able to do our inventory due to our small number of customers.  President Grussing will see if 
a presentation could be scheduled for the January 2023 meeting.  

2. Tower maintenance plans – Chad Johnson of Veolia is reworking contract financials.  Trustee 
Ellis reported the exterior tower legs appear stained from the October 17, 2022 interior 
cleaning which implies did not wash down the legs after the cleaning.  President Grussing 
will invite Mr. Johnson to the January 2023 meeting. 

b. MFT Program FY22-23 – gravel delivered on 11/14/2022.  Trustee Ellis will rent tractor to distribute 
rock where needed along rights-of-way. 

c. Credit Card Status – the Heartland Bank application requires Social Security number and date of birth 
for all individuals who will receive a card.  Trustees Drinkwater and Ellis indicated they will provide 
the needed information. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
a. Board Meetings 

1. MOTION by Trustee Lytel to adopt Ordinance 2022-08 “An Ordinance Amending Chapter 2.04 
“Board Meetings” of the Bellflower Municipal Code of 1975 (as amended)” (copy attached).  
Seconded by Trustee Drinkwater.  Roll call vote:  Yes-Trustees Aldrich, Drinkwater, Ellis, Lytel, 
Weiss, Zimmerman, and President Grussing.  Vote summary:  Yes (7), No (-0-), Absent (-0-).  
Motion passed. 

2. A copy of the 2023 schedule of regular meetings was distributed after the meeting (copy 
attached).  In accordance with state law, the regular meeting schedule will remain posted for the 
entire 2023 year on the Bellflower Community Center exterior bulletin board, where the village 
meeting is held, and at the Bellflower Post Office and the Bellflower Community Library. 

b. FY2022-2023 Auditor – President Grussing reported on Feller & Kuester’s delays over multiple years 
in completing and providing our audit documentation for timely filing with the McLean County 
Clerk.  A recent positive meeting was held with Striegel Knobloch & Company of Bloomington who 
has a larger staff to perform audits and estimates the FY2022-2023 audit at a comparable price to our 
current auditor’s estimate.  MOTION by Trustee Lytel to appoint Striegel Knobloch & Company of 
Bloomington IL as village auditor for the 2022-2023 fiscal year (copy of executed proposal attached).  
Seconded by Trustee Ellis.  Voice vote:  6 yes; -0- no.  Motion passed. 

c. Community Center Cafeteria – MOTION by Trustee Drinkwater to purchase 10 additional white 
6-foot rectangular dining tables.  Seconded by Trustee Weiss.  Voice vote:  6 yes; -0- no.  Motion 
passed. 

d. Trent and Allison Butler called to complain about Lorrie Hobbs’ dog running loose, onto their 
property and irritating their dog.  President Grussing will send a letter to Ms. Hobbs. 

e. Water Billing – President Grussing presented proposed changes to the water billing process (copy 
attached).  The changes are necessitated by the recent death of Janice Harden, the village’s 30+ year 
water billing clerk, and the August 14, 2022 board approval to transition to an automated billing 
system.  If the changes are approved at this meeting, they will be incorporated into an amended water 
service ordinance and submitted for board approval.  Trustee Zimmerman requested addition of a $30 
annual swimming pool fee.  MOTION by Trustee Lytel to approve the proposed changes and the 
swimming pool fee addition.  Seconded by Trustee Aldrich.  Voice vote:  6 yes; -0- no.  Motion 
passed. 
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BOARD REPORTS 
President Grussing 

• At the Citizens Party caucus held on December 5, 2022, Trustees Ellis, Lytel, and Zimmerman 
were selected to stand for reelection at the April 4, 2023 general election. 

• Hail Damage – Popejoy and Crown Exteriors are working on resolving estimate differences with 
the intent of presenting revised estimates for approval at the January 2023 board meeting. 

• Water tower inspection – will discuss the balcony railing height finding, from the Veolia 
inspection, with Joe Mikulecky at Farnsworth. 

 
Trustee Drinkwater 

• Breakfast with Santa was held on 12/3/2022 with 68 attending and good feedback.  The event was 
a fundraising project by the Blue Ridge High School class of 2026 who provided the pancakes 
and sausage.  The village events account funded Christmas goodie stockings for each child. 

• Christmas caroling for seniors and homebound persons is scheduled for 12/18/2022.  The events 
expense should be minimal (supplies for cookie distribution at each stop and post-caroling hot 
chocolate for carolers). 

• Trustees Lytel and Zimmerman expressed concern about the precedent established by allowing an 
external organization to fundraise on village premises with no facility rental fee.  After 
discussion, the board consensus was to require future activities, which are to be sponsored as a 
village event, to be presented at a village board meeting as a new business agenda item and 
approved by the village board before the event can be confirmed. 

 
Trustee Ellis – inquired about the need for a tailgate sand/salt spreader for use in icing conditions.  He 
will get estimates. 
 
Trustee Zimmerman – the Community Center automated external defibrillator needs new pads and 
battery.  He will get estimates. 
 
Trustee Weiss – asked about the bent basketball goal pole at Don Harden Field.  The pole was damaged 
when the MFT gravel was delivered.  Trustee Ellis will attempt to straighten the pole when he spreads the 
MFT gravel. 
 
ADJOURN 
President Grussing adjourned the meeting at 7:58 p.m. until a special meeting to be scheduled later in December 
2022 to adopt an amended water service ordinance. 







































VILLAGE OF BELLFLOWER, ILLINOIS 
SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 
MINUTES 
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DECEMBER 26, 2022 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
President Allen Grussing called the special meeting of the Village of Bellflower Board of Trustees to 
order at 6:09 p.m. in the Bellflower Community Center Town Hall, 104 West Center Street, Bellflower. 
 
The Meeting Notice and Agenda (copy attached) was posted on the Bellflower Community Center 
Exterior Bulletin Board on December 24, 2022 at 10:50 a.m. 
 
BOARD ATTENDANCE 
 Present: President Allen Grussing; Trustees Teresa Drinkwater, Bart Lytel, Steve Weiss, and 
  Shane Zimmerman 
 Absent: Trustees Skee Aldrich and Andrew Ellis 
 Five of seven board members were present, which formed a quorum. 
VILLAGE OFFICIALS PRESENT – Clerk Herb Youngblood 
PUBLIC ATTENDANCE – None 
 
MEETING PURPOSE 
Chapter 6 “Water Service” of the Bellflower Municipal Code of 1975 (as amended) contains some 
policies and procedures which are incomplete, unclear, outdated, and even conflicting within the same 
chapter. 
 
Effective January 1, 2023, a new billing system will be implemented to produce water bills and track 
payments.  System parameters must reflect current billing procedures such as billing cycle, rates, and 
fees. 
 
A complete Chapter 6 amendment is needed to ensure 1) water service policies and procedures reflect 
current practices established by the village board, and 2) billing parameters are clearly defined so they can 
be applied in a billing system. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None. 

NEW BUSINESS 
President Grussing reviewed water billing process changes that were discussed and approved at the 
December 11, 2022 board meeting.  As a result of those changes, Chapter 6 “Water Service” of the 
Bellflower Municipal Code of 1975 (as amended) must be revised.  He also presented samples of the new 
January 1, 2023 water bill and accompanying letter (copies attached). 
 
MOTION by Trustee Lytel to adopt Ordinance 2022-09 “An Ordinance Amending Chapter 6 “Water 
Service” of the Bellflower Municipal Code of 1975 (as amended)” (copy attached).  Seconded by Trustee 
Weiss.  Roll call vote:  Yes-Trustees Drinkwater, Lytel, Weiss, Zimmerman, and President Grussing.  
Vote summary:  Yes (5), No (-0-), Absent (2).  Motion passed. 
 
ADJOURN 
President Grussing adjourned the meeting at 6:16 p.m. until the next regular meeting on Wednesday, 
January 11, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. 
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